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To  the  Honourable  J.  J.  Bowlen, 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Province  of  Alberta. 


SIR: 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Report  of  the 
Department  of  Lands  and  Forests  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  March  31st,  1956. 

I  have  the  honour,  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
NORMAN  WILLMORE, 
Minister  of  Lands  and  Forests. 


Edmonton,  October  26th,  1956. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

Department  of  Lands  and  Forests 

1955  -  1956 


HONOURABLE  NORMAN  WILLMORE, 
Minister  of  Lands  and  Forests, 
Edmonton,  Alberta. 


SIR: 


Ihavethe  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Department  of 
Lands  and  Forests  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31st,  1956. 

During  the  year  the  development  of  the  resources  administered  by 
this  Department  continued  to  increase  and  there  was  an  orderly  expan¬ 
sion  of  services  to  the  public  in  all  divisions  of  the  Department. 

To  supply  the  increased  services  the  staff  of  the  Department  was 
increased  by  about  15%  and  now  numbers  638  persons.  Salary  expendi¬ 
tures  increased  to  $1, 603,  779  which  is  10%  more  than  last  year.  Gen¬ 
eral  Revenue  was  $5,  864,  1 23  an  increase  of  12%  while  expenditures  were 
$3,  657,486,  an  increase  of  10%. 

The  demand  for  public  lands  continued  high.  Homestead  regulations 
were  amended  making  residence  requirements  more  flexible.  The  Home¬ 
stead  Lease  Loan  Act  provided  for  assistance  in  clearing  and  breaking 
new  lands. 

Provincial  Parks'  patronage  continued  to  increase  and  additional 
facilities  to  care  for  the  public  were  provided.  Four  new  parks  were 
created  including  the  Steveville  Dinosaur  Park. 

New  surveys  have  been  made  of  fourteen  townships  to  meet  the  de- 
mandfor  agricultural  land.  This  is  three  townships  more  than  last  year. 

The  damage  to  survey  monuments  by  exploration  groups  has  de¬ 
creased  and  the  restoration  of  such  monuments  is  being  carried  on. 
The  report  of  the  Alberta -British  Columbia  boundary  survey  has  been 
received. 

The  demand  for  fotest  products  continues  high.  The  fire  protection 
program  has  increased  with  additional  fire-fighting  equipment  and  nine 
new  look-out  towers.  The  Pulp  Mill  at  Hinton  is  now  under  construction. 
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During  the  year  2,  500  square  miles  of  aerial  photography  were  taken  to 
keep  the  forest  inventory  up  to  date. 

Radio  communications  have  expanded  by  adding  twenty  new  port¬ 
able  sets  to  meet  the  increase  in  staff  and  services. 

The  Wildlife  Division  has  increased  the  staff  to  give  increased  ser¬ 
vices.  Two  biologists  were  added  to  increase  our  staff  of  biologists  to 
six  members. 

The  Reports  of  the  Divisions  of  the  Department  give  detailed  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  activities  of  the  Department. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


H.  G.  JENSEN, 

Deputy  Minister. 


Edmonton,  September  14th,  1956. 
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Public  and  School  Lands  Administration 

REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  LANDS, 

V.  A.  WOOD 

In  the  fiscal  year  under  review  there  were  107,  331  items  of  outgo¬ 
ing  mail  from  this  division  compared  to  92,449  items  for  the  previous 
fiscal  year.  This  increase  of  approximately  16%  indicates  a  substantial 
increase  in  the  amount  of  work  processed  by  the  division. 

The  policy  of  offering  for  sale  partially  brushed  and  piled  units  in 
township  82,  ranges  10  and  11,  west  of  the  6th  meridian,  was  continued. 

The  policy  of  granting  lessees,  holding  half-section  units  in  the 
Wanham  clearing  and  breaking  project,  the  right  to  relinquish  their 
homestead  leases  and  obtain  a  purchase  contract  was  continued.  As  a 
result  of  this  arrangement  during  the  fiscal  year  fourteen  contracts  were 
issued  for  half-section  units  on  the  basis  of  $25.00  per  cultivated  acre 
payable  in  fifteen  annual  instalments. 

The  oil  development  in  sparsely  settled  districts  of  the  province 
continued  during  the  year  under  review  increased  considerably  the  num¬ 
ber  of  applications  for  rights  of  entry,  wellsites,  pipelines  and  other 
related  land  uses  required  for  oil  development. 

On  July  4th  the  first  applications  for  homestead  lease  loans  were 
accepted  under  The  Homestead  Lease  Loan  Act. 

A  conference  of  the  Western  Provincial  Land  Directors  was  held  in 
Alberta  from  August  8th  to  12th,  inclusive.  Those  attending  from  out¬ 
side  the  province  were  Messrs.  R.W.  Gyles,  Director  of  Lands,  Mani¬ 
toba;  J.  A.  Barr,  Soils  Engineer,  Manitoba,  A.  M.  Thomson,  Director 
of  Lands,  Saskatchewan;  F.O.  Snell,  Supervisor,  Land  Utilization,  Sask¬ 
atchewan;  P.  E.  Polischuk,  Supervisor,  Field  Service,  Saskatchewan; 
R.  Torrance,  Assistant  Deputy  Minister  of  Lands,  British  Columbia. 
The  fir st  day  of  the  conference  was  held  in  Edmonton  and  several  papers 
were  presented  on  different  phases  of  land  administration  in  the  four 
western  provinces.  There  was  a  field  trip  from  August  9th  to  12th,  in¬ 
clusive,  to  the  following  points:  University  of  Alberta's  field  plots  at 
Breton;  Lacombe  Experimental  Station;  the  ranching  area  west  of  High 
River;  Eastern  Rockies  Forest  Conservation  area;  Lethbridge  Experi¬ 
mental  Station  and  the  St.  Mary  and  Bow  River  Irrigation  Project. 

At  the  end  of  the  tour  a  meeting  was  held  to  draw  up  specific  recom¬ 
mendations  which  were  presented  along  with  the  individual  papers  to  the 
officials  of  the  departments  from  the  provinces  represented  at  the  con¬ 
ference. 

No  newly  surveyed  lands  were  opened  for  settlement  during  the  fis¬ 
cal  year  under  review.  This  decision  was  made  because  of  the  lack  of 
interest  in  obtaining  homestead  leases  and  as  there  were  sufficient  areas 
of  land  already  open  and  available  to  take  care  of  the  small  demand. 


Number  of  Homestead  Leases  in  force 
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During  the  fiscal  year  surveys  of  the  following  townships  were  wholly 
or  partially  completed  and  it  is  intended  to  make  available  some  of  the 
lands  for  the  acceptance  of  applications  for  homestead  leases  in  the  fall 
of  1956: 


township  81, 
township  82, 
township  82, 
township  83, 
township  83, 
township  83, 
township  84, 
township  84, 
township  84, 
township  85, 
township  85, 
township  86, 
township  101, 
township  102, 
township  107, 


range  12, 
range  11, 
range  12, 
range  8, 
range  9, 
range  10, 
range  8, 
range  9, 
range  10, 
range  10, 
range  11, 
range  11, 
range  23, 
range  23, 
range  12, 


west  of  the 
west  of  the 
west  of  the 
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west  of  the 
west  of  the 
west  of  the 
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west  of  the 
west  of  the 
west  of  the 


6th  meridian 

6th  meridian 

6th  meridian 

6th  meridian 

6th  meridian 

6th  meridian 

6th  meridian 

6th  meridian 

6th  meridian 

6th  meridian 

6th  meridian 

6th  meridian 

5th  meridian  (north  1/3) 

5th  meridian  (south  1/2) 

5th  meridian 


A  total  of  874  veteran  and  civilian  homestead  leases  were  issued 
during  the  fiscal  year.  This  number  is  a  decrease  of  28  from  the  902 
leases  issued  during  the  previous  fiscal  year. 


On  March  25th,  1939,  the  granting  of  homesteads  was  discontinued 
and  was  replaced  by  the  establishment  of  agricultural  lease  regulations. 
The  fir  st  "agricultural  lease"  which  is  now  designated  "homestead  lease" 
was  issued  on  September  1st,  1940.  Since  that  time  the  number  of  leases 
in  force  increased  until  1954.  During  the  past  two  years  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  leases  have  been  patented  and  the  rate  of  cancellation  of  leases 
due  to  inability  of  lessees  to  continue  farming  has  also  increased.  The 
accompanying  diagram  shows  the  number  of  leases  in  force. 

ORDERS-IN -COUNCIL 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  more  important  order s -in-council 
pertaining  to  the  Lands  Division  which  were  passed  during  the  fiscal 
year . 

O.C.  580-55,  May  2,  1955. 

This  order -in-council  established  new  regulations  under  The  Home¬ 
stead  Lease  Loan  Act  governing  the  issue  of  loans,  not  to  exceed  $1,  000, 
to  homestead  lessees  on  public  lands. 

O.C.  735-55,  June  6,  1955. 

This  order -in-council  amended  the  regulations  established  for  the 
leasing  of  accrued  areas  on  public  lands  by  changing  the  interpretation 
of  the  expression  "Accrued  Area". 


O.C.  793-55,  June  20,  1955. 


This  order -in-council  authorized  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands  in 
the  Hinton  area,  to  the  North  Western  Pulp  and  Power  Ltd.  ,  for  the  pur- 
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poses  of  a  millsite  for  the  manufacture  of  pulp,  paper  and  other  paper 
products,  the  generating  of  electric  power  and  all  operations  and  uses 
incidental  or  related  thereto  and  for  no  other  purposes. 

O.C.  902-55,  July  13,  1955. 

This  order -in-council  established  a  Board  pursuant  to  The  Home¬ 
stead  Lease  Loan  Act  to  deal  with  applications  for  homestead  lease  loans. 

O.C.  311-56,  March  12,  1956. 

This  order -in-council  established  regulations  governing  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  boats  on  waters  within  the  province. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS  ACT 

There  were  several  amendments  to  The  Public  Lands  Act  passed 
during  the  1955  and  1956  sessions  of  the  legislature  and  contained  in 
Chapters  54  and  43  of  the  Statutes  of  Alberta,  assented  to  on  April  6th, 
1955,  and  March  29th,  1956,  respectively. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  more  important  amendments: 

Section  18  By  the  amendment  to  this  section  a  homestead  lessee 
has  the  following  alternatives  of  performing  residence  on  the  leasehold 
or  on  land  in  the  vicinity  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  term  of  his  lease  and 
in  each  year  thereafter: 

(a)  A  total  of  twelve  months  residence  in  any  two  consecutive  cal¬ 
endar  years. 

(b)  Six  months  residence  in  each  of  two  calendar  years. 

(c)  Four  months  residence  in  each  of  three  calendar  years. 

(d)  Three  months  residence  in  each  calendar  year  of  the  term  of 
the  lease  commencing  the  fourth  year. 

Section  18  was  also  amended  to  permit  vicinity  residence  within  5  miles 
of  the  leasehold  instead  of  3  miles. 

Section  133  By  an  amendment  to  this  section  the  rate  of  interest 
was  changed  from  4%  to  3  1/2%  on  current  amounts  and  from  5%  to  4  1/2% 
on  overdue  amounts  owing  the  department. 

Sections  51  and  52  These  sections  were  amended  in  1956  by  changing 
the  rental  payable  on  cultivation  leases  from  a  crop-share  basis  to  a 
cash-rental  basis .  The  cash  rental  was  to  be  the  equivalent  of  5%  of  the 
value  of  the  lands  as  assessed  in  accordance  with  the  Assessment  Act 
plus  the  actual  taxes  charged  to  the  land. 

THE  HOMESTEAD  LEASE  LOAN  ACT 

This  Act  was  passed  during  the  1955  session  of  the  legislature  and 
is  contained  in  Chapter  70  of  the  Statutes  of  Alberta.  This  Act  established 
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a  fund  of  one  million  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  loans  not  exceed¬ 
ing  $1, 000.  00  to  any  one  borrower  for  clearing  and  breaking  lands  held 
under  homestead  leases.  This  loan  bears  interest  at  the  rate  of  3  1/2% 
per  annum  payable  annually  on  current  instalments  and  4  1/2%  on  over¬ 
due  instalments. 

The  Act  provided  for  the  formation  of  a  Board  to  be  known  as  the 
Homestead  Lease  Loan  Advisory  Board  to  deal  with  applications  for  loans 
and  to  recommend  the  disposition  of  applications  and  the  amount  of  any 
loan  to  be  advanced  from  the  fund.  A  loan  may  be  for  any  period  not 
longer  than  ten  years. 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  the  first  day  of  July,  1955. 
HOMESTEAD  LEASE  LOANS 

On  July  4th,  1955,  the  first  application  for  a  homestead  lease  loan 
was  accepted  under  the  provisions  of  The  Homestead  Lease  Loan  Act, 
1955.  Up  to  March  31st,  1956,  1,151  applications  were  received  re¬ 
sulting  in  the  preparation  and  mailing  to  lessees  of  826  contracts  for 
execution.  Of  this  number  646  contracts  were  executed. 

Payments  totalling  $50,  580.  60  were  made  from  the  one  million  dol¬ 
lar  fund  established  by  the  Act,  on  106  completed  or  partially  completed 
contracts  during  the  fiscal  year. 

The  small  expenditure  from  the  fund  was  due  to  an  early  winter, 
with  frost  and  snowfall  in  the  early  part  of  November  curtailing  clearing. 

HOMESTEAD  LEASES 

There  were  783  civilian  and  91  veteran  homestead  leases  issued 
during  the  fiscal  year  as  compared  to  791  civilian  and  lllveteran  last 
year.  The  number  of  cancellations  were  about  the  same  in  both  years. 
The  number  of  leases  patented  increased  considerably  over  last  year. 

The  demand  for  homestead  leases  is  holding  about  steady  despite 
the  opportunities  available  for  non-farm  work. 

Lack  of  finances  seems  to  be  the  main  limiting  factor  to  homestead 
lessees  in  becoming  established  on  their  land. 

CROP  SHARES 

Seeding  became  general  on  May  15th,  with  90%  wheat  seeded  in  the 
south  and  6  0%  in  the  north,  with40%  course  grains  in  the  central  and  nor¬ 
thern  part  of  the  province. 

Because  of  a  wet  spring,  the  majority  of  farmers  were  forced  to 
seed  more  course  grains,  greenfeed  or  summerfallow  more  land.  Con¬ 
siderable  baking  occurred  in  fields  that  were  "mudded  in"  thus  reducing 
the  stand.  Moreover,  dry  weather  in  May  prevented  stooling,  further 
reducing  the  yield. 

Hail  and  frost  hazards  were  comparatively  low  but  poor  harvesting 
and  drying  weather  in  September,  further  reduced  the  yields.  Drought 
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in  the  north  western  Peace  River  district  not  only  reduced  the  yield  but 
even  caused  complete  failures. 

Harvesting  was  in  full  swing  until  September  15th  when  heavy  rains 
caused  considerable  delay  for  two  and  even  three  weeks. 

The  1 955  crop  was  below  average  due  to  the  late  spring  and  low  mean 
temperatures  during  the  growing  season. 

Wheat  graded  an  average  number  4  and  course  grains  from  3CW  to 
feed  with  some  areas  grading  tough. 

Prices  estimated  by  the  Canadian  Wheat  Board  for  the  crop  year 
commencing  August  1st,  1955,  basis  in  store  at  Ft.  William  for  No.  1 
grades  were: 


$1.40 


Wheat 

Oats 

Barley 


.  65 
.  98 


Street  prices  for  Flax  1CW  were  $2.  80  on  August  1st,  1955;  $2.  96 
on  December  1st,  1955;  for  2CW  Rye,  69£  on  August  3rd,  1955,  and  73£ 
on  December  1st,  1955. 

Inl955yields  of  less  than  4  bushels  per  acre  of  wheat,  5  bushels  of 
oats,  barley  and  rye,  3  bushels  of  flax  and  other  crops  where  the  value 
of  the  yield  was  less  than  $4.  50  per  acre  were  considered  a  failure. 

The  initial  delivery  quota  at  all  stations  for  the  1955-56  crop  year 
was  100  units  where  producers  could  deliver  300  bushels  of  wheat,  800 
bushels  of  oats,  or  500  bushels  of  barley  or  rye,  but  same  was  discon¬ 
tinued  about  October  15th  and  a  maximum  delivery  of  4,  5  and  6  bushels 
per  acre  was  reinstated. 

Adjustments  were  generally  below  1 954  due  to  decrease  in  markets, 
higher  handling  charges  and  long  periods  of  storage. 

Prices  on  grass  seed  increased  over  1954  but  were  still  below  the 
1951  and  1952  quotations. 

Collections  are  still  disappointing.  It  is  estimated  that  about  50% 
of  the  accounts  are  paid  up  and  the  balance  are  still  outstanding  due  to 
poor  crops  and  quota  restrictions. 

On  the  whole,  crop  returns  for  the  past  year  improved.  Applica¬ 
tions  for  notification  and  applications  for  Homestead  Lease  Loans  have 
had  considerable  bearing  on  the  collections  of  outstanding  crop  shares. 

SALES  AND  CULTIVATION  LEASES 

During  the  fiscal  year  a  total  of  186  parcels  of  public  and  school 
lands  were  offered  for  sale,  plus  a  total  of  eleven  lots.  Of  these  190 
were  sold.  Lands  located  in  areas  withdrawn  from  settlement,  lands 
suitable  for  homesteading  or  lands  covered  with  commercial  timber 
were  not  offered. 
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The  highest  price  received  was  $61.00  per  acre  for  a  parcel  of  non- 
irrigable  land  at  Bow  Island.  The  highest  price  for  the  lots  sold  was 
$250.00.  On  the  average,  we  received  $13.16  per  acre  as  compared 
with  $16.50  for  the  previous  year.  The  average  price  for  the  lots  was 
$216. 66 . 

The  work  of  the  Sales  and  Cultivation  Lease  group  has  increased 
over  the  previous  year.  An  additional  6,  900  acres  are  under  cultivation 
lease,  10,  000  more  acres  under  sale  but  there  was  a  decrease  of  2,  000 
acres  under  accrued  area  leases  probably  due  to  the  general  rising  of 
lakes  and  streams  throughout  the  province. 

The  practice  of  obtaining  periodic  reports  on  cultivation  leases  ap¬ 
pears  satisfactory  as  it  gives  the  department  up-to-date  knowledge  of 
the  general  operations  being  carried  on  the  leases. 

Transfer s  of  land  to  the  St.  Mary  and  Milk  River  Irrigation  Project 
and  transfer  s  of  tax  recovery  land,  due  to  the  enlarging  of  the  boundaries 
of  the  municipalities,  has  increased  the  volume  of  work. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  an  amalgamation  was  effected  which  in¬ 
corporated  into  this  group  the  work  of  crop  share  calculations  and  col¬ 
lections  on  cultivation  leases. 

SPECIAL  LAND  USES 

With  continuing  industrial  expansion  and  the  discovery  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  oil  fields  many  applications  for  oil  and  gas  pipelines  were  re¬ 
ceived.  The  gathering  system  of  Pembina  Pipe  Line  Ltd.,  which  serves 
the  Pembina  oil  field,  was  extended  further  west  and  south  in  an  area 
where  there  is  a  preponderance  of  public  land.  In  May  of  1955  Peace 
River  Oil  Pipe  Line  Co.  Ltd.,  commenced  filing  applications  for  its 
right-of-way  from  the  Bickerdike  pumping  station  to  the  Sturgeon  Lake 
and  Smoky  River  oil  fields.  With  the  exception  of  the  most  northerly 
portion,  this  pipeline  affects  public  lands.  North  Canadian  Oils  Ltd. 
commenced  construction  of  its  gas  pipeline  from  Wabamun  to  Hinton  in 
January  of  1956.  This  pipeline  right-of-way  affects  many  parcels  of 
public  land  especially  in  that  area  west  of  Edson. 

During  1  955  this  department  co-operated  with  the  Board  of  Arbitra¬ 
tion,  Right  of  Entry  Arbitration  Act,  to  establish  a  more  practical  method 
of  dealing  with  applications  for  right  of  entry  on  public  lands  for  well¬ 
sites,  battery  sites,  roadways  and  other  purposes  directly  connected 
with  the  recovery  of  minerals. 

In  the  Pembina  area  several  miscellaneous  leases  were  issued  for 
battery -housing  sites,  temporary  camp  sites  for  construction  and  drill¬ 
ing  companies  and  other  commercial  or  light  industrial  use. 

Prior  to  the  completion  of  the  new  Whitecourt-Valleyview  highway, 
numerous  inquiries  were  received  relative  to  the  leasing  of  small  tracts 
of  public  land  adjoining  this  highway  as  sites  for  service  stations,  mo¬ 
tels,  restaurants,  etc.  In  the  interest  of  orderly  development  no  appli¬ 
cations  were  accepted  and  plans  were  made  to  survey  three  small  sub¬ 
divisions  at  selected  locations  along  the  road.  The  subdivision  plans 
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were  completed  early  in  1956,  and  in  February,  tenders  were  invited 
from  all  interested  persons  or  companies.  The  department  received 
bids  on  all  of  the  parcels  adjoining  the  highway. 

During  the  year  the  demand  for  summer  cottage  sites  continued  and 
the  department  has  commenced  the  surveying  of  small  subdivisions  for 
this  purpose  at  various  locations. 

SUB-AGENCIES 

Public  land  sub-agencies  were  maintained  at  Bonnyville,  Lac  La 
Biche,  Peace  River,  Edson,  Rocky  Mountain  House  and  Grande  Prairie. 
The  Office  of  Information  in  Calgary  was  also  continued. 

Temporary  sub-agencies  for  one  or  two  days  a  month  were  continued 
at  High  Prairie,  Spirit  River,  Bonanza,  Cherry  Point,  Hines  Creek  and 
Fort  Vermilion. 

INSPECTIONS 

The  inspection  work  was  carried  out  by  sixteen  permanent  and  five 
temporary  inspectors.  During  the  winter  and  early  spring,  when  unable 
to  work  in  the  field,  the  permanent  inspectors  prepared  lists  of  land  to 
be  offered  for  sale  by  public  auction  and  assisted  in  other  office  work. 
Inspectors  also  conducted  the  auction  sales  of  school  and  public  lands. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  field  inspections: 

Soil  Survey  (Applications  for  homestead  leases): 


Requests  outstanding  at  April  1st,  1955 -  416 

Requests  called  during  fiscal  year - —  903 

Reports  received  during  fiscal  year -  998 

Requests  outstanding  at  March  31st,  1956 -  321 

General,  Grazing  and  School  Lands: 

Requests  outstanding  at  April  1st,  1955 -  1,314 

Requests  called  during  fiscal  year -  5,  984 

Reports  received  during  fiscal  year -  4,  974 

Requests  outstanding  at  March  1st,  1956 -  2,  324 


There  was  an  increase  of  more  than  2,  000  requests  for  inspections 
over  the  preceding  year.  This  increase  was  mainly  due  to  the  inspec¬ 
tions  required  for  the  homestead  lease  loan  applications. 

SUPERVISOR,  LAND  CLASSIFICATION: 

During  the  fiscal  year  inspections  were  made  on  a  quarter  section 
basis  in  the  following  newly  surveyed  townships: 

Pt.  Township  101  -  23  -  W.  5th  Meridian 

Pt.  Township  102  -  23  -  W.  5th  Meridian 

Township  107  -  12  -  W.  5th  Meridian 

Townships  65  &  66  -  21  -  W.6th  Meridian 
Township  69  -  7  -  W.  6th  Meridian 

Township  83  -  8  &  9  -  W.  6th  Meridian 

Township  85  -  9  -  W.  6th  Meridian 
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Exploratory  inspections  were  made  in  the  following  areas  to  deter¬ 
mine  their  suitability  for  survey  and  settlement: 

Township  61  -  9  -  W.  5th  Meridian 
Township  62  -  8  &  9  -  W.5th  Meridian 
Pt.  Townships  63  -  5  -  W.  5th  Meridian,  and 
64  -  4  -  W.  5th  Meridian 

Townships  105  &  106  -  12  &  13  -  W.  5th  Meridian 

In  addition,  several  investigations  were  carried  out  in  connection 
with  the  boundaries  between  the  settlement  and  non-settlement  zone. 


COLLECTIONS 

The  inspector  of  collections  commenced  his  work  in  the  field  early 
in  April  and  continued  until  late  in  November.  Approximately  57  5  calls 
were  made  in  the  fiscal  year.  As  a  result  of  these  calls  533  collections 
were  made  totalling  approximately  $37 ,  000.  00.  Some  17,000  miles  were 
travelled  during  the  inspection  season  covering  all  parts  of  the  province 
except  the  Peace  River  area.  In  addition  to  cash  collections  and  eleva¬ 
tor  cash  tickets  a  large  number  of  grain  storage  tickets  were  obtained 
to  clean  up  old  accounts.  As  was  the  case  in  the  previous  year,  many 
farmers  were  absent  from  their  farms  being  employed  in  oil  fields  and 
in  construction  work  in  many  parts  of  the  country. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  business  transacted: 


ACCRUED  AREA  LEASES 

Number 

Area  in  Acres 

Leases  in  force  at  April  1,  1955  - 

785 

46,  676.  55 

Leases  issued  during  fiscal  year  - 

55 

3,454. 50 

Leases  cancelled  during  fiscal  year - 

78 

5,  549.  80 

Leases  in  force  at  March  31,  1956 - 

762 

- 44, 581.25 

HOMESTEAD  LEASES  -  CIVILIAN 

Leases  in  force  at  April  1,  1955  — 

Leases  issued  during  fiscal  year  — 

Leases  cancelled  during  fiscal  year 
Leases  patented  during  fiscal  year  - 
Leases  in  force  at  March  31,  1956  - 

HOMESTEAD  LEASES  -  VETERAN 

Leases  in  force  April  1,  1955  -  1, 691  -  462,  065.  21 

Leases  issued  during  fiscal  year -  91  -  24,987.21 

Leases  cancelled  during  fiscal  year -  119  -  35,  597.  35 

Leases  patented  during  fiscal  year -  137  -  36,315.  24 

Leases  in  force  at  March  31,  1956  -  1,526  -  415,  139.83 


4,  585 - 1,  090,  605.40 

-  783  -  197,114.  03 

674 -  165,307.63 

-  219 -  46,879.78 

4,47  5 -  1,  075,  532.  02 


20 


DEPARTMENT  OF  LANDS  AND  FORESTS 


CLEARING  PROJECT  LEASES 

INCLUDED  IN  THE  ABOVE  TWO 

SECTIONS  AT  MARCH  31,  1956  Number 


Civilian -  53 

Veteran -  150 

Total -  203 

Purchase  Agreements  14 

LICENSES  OF  OCCUPATION 

Licenses  in  force  at  April  1,  1955  -  350 

Licenses  issued  during  fiscal  year -  18 

School  lands  licenses  transferred  to  - 

Public  Lands  Section -  69 

Licenses  cancelled  during  fiscal  year -  18 

Licenses  in  force  at  March  31,  1956 -  419 

MISCELLANEOUS  LEASES 

Leases  in  force  at  April  1 ,  1955  -  268 

Leases  issued  during  fiscal  year -  55 

Miscellaneous  Leases  transferred  to  Seed 

Crop  Leases -  2 

Leases  cancelled  during  fiscal  year -  25 

Leases  in  force  at  March  13,  1956 -  296 

SEED  CROP  LEASES 

Leases  in  force  at  April  1,  1955  -  2 

Leases  issued  during  fiscal  year -  0 

Leases  cancelled  during  fiscal  year -  0 

Leases  in  force  at  March  31,  1956 -  2 

TOWNSITE  LEASES 

Leases  in  force  at  April  1,  1955 -  6 

Leases  issued  during  fiscal  year -  0 

Leases  cancelled  during  fiscal  year -  0 

Leases  in  force  at  March  31,  1956 -  6 

MINERAL  SURFACE  LEASES 

Leases  in  force  at  April  1,  1955 -  11 

Leases  issued  during  fiscal  year -  0- 

Leases  cancelled  during  fiscal  year -  1 

Leases  in  force  at  March  31,  1956 -  10 

FUR  FARM  LEASES 

Leases  in  force  at  April  1,  1955 -  4 

Leases  issued  during  fiscal  year -  0 

Leases  cancelled  during  fiscal  year -  0 

Leases  in  force  at  March  31,  1956 -  4 


Area  in  Acres 

-  17,  333.  89 

-  48, 383.40 

-  65,717.29 

4,471. 66 


7, 905. 57 
396. 64 

552.76 
493.48 
8,  361.49 


47,702.85 
1,755.  58 

25, 861.30 
661.76 
22,  935.  37 


25,  861. 30 
0 
0 

25,  861. 30 


790. 33 
0 
0 

790. 33 


17, 962. 27 
0 

71. 14 
17,  891.  13 


929. 00 
0 
0 

929. 00 
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CULTIVATION  LEASES  Number  Area  in  Acres 

Leases  in  force  at  April  1 ,  1 955 -  821 -  17 1 , 494.  01 

Leases  issued  during  fiscal  year -  82 -  16,  813.  19 

Leases  cancelled  during  fiscal  year -  39 - — —  7,031.65 

Leases  transferred  to  School  Lands -  21 -  4,112.74 

Leases  in  force  at  March  31,  1956 -  843 -  177,  162.  81 

PUBLIC  LAND  SALES 

Sales  in  force  at  April  1,  1955 - 882 -  116,  523.  86 

Sales  granted  during  fiscal  year - 176 - - —  20,291.44 

Sales  cancelled  during  fiscal  year -  8 -  1, 244.00 

Sales  patented  during  fiscal  year -  160 -  14,  607. 25 

Sales  in  force  at  March  31,  1956 - 890 -  120,  964.  05 

ROAD  ALLOWANCE  LEASES 

Leases  in  force  at  April  1,  1955 - - 1,207 - 58,497.45 

Leases  issued  during  fiscal  year -  120 -  6,  821. 33 

Leases  cancelled  during  fiscal  year - —  51 — -  3,  593.  39 

Leases  in  force  at  March  31,  1956 -  1, 276- -  61,  725.  39 

RIGHTS  OF  ENTRY 

Rights  of  Entry  in  force  at  April  1,  1955 -  570 

Applications  received  during  fiscal  year - 1,  116 

Rights  of  Entry  cancelled  during  fiscal  year — 176 

Bights  of  Entry  granted  during  fiscal  year - 479 

Applications  pending  at  March  31,  1956 - 1,592 

Rights  of  Entry  in  force  at  March  31,  1956 - 873 

Of  the  1,  116  applications  which  were  received  66  were  block 
applications  which  covered  approximately  447  well-site  locations . 

EASEMENTS 


Leases  in  force  at  April  1 ,  1955 -  171 

Leases  issued  during  fiscal  year — - -  122 

Leases  cancelled  during  fiscal  year -  0 

Leases  in  force  at  March  31,  1956— - - 293 

QUARRYING  LEASES 

Leases  in  force  at  April  1,  1955 - - - — -  19 

Leases  issued  during  fiscal  year — - — -  0 

Leases  cancelled  during  fiscal  year -  0 

Leases  in  force  at  March  31,  1956 - -  19 


(These  Quarrying  Leases  cover  Sand  and  Gravel  only) 
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SAND  AND  GRAVEL  LEASES  Number  Area  in  Acres 

Leases  in  force  at  April  1,  1955 -  133 

Leases  issued  during  fiscal  year -  34 

Leases  cancelled  during  fiscal  year -  11 

Leases  in  force  at  March  31,  1956 -  156 

NOTIFICATIONS  FOR  TITLE 
(Homesteads  and  Soldier  Grant  Entries) 

Applications  for  Notification  for  Title  on 

hand  April  1,  1955 - 

Applications  for  Title  received  during 

fiscal  year - 

Notifications  for  Title  issued  during 

fiscal  year - 

NOTIFICATIONS  FOR  TITLE 

Applications  on  hand  (checked,  waiting 

completion) - 34 

Unpatented  Homesteads  and  Soldier  Grants - 37 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  unpatented  Homestead  and  Soldier  Grant 
Entries  is  due  to  the  finding  of  three  more  squatters  during  the  fiscal 
year  whose  rights  to  Homestead  Entry  under  The  Dominion  Lands  Act 
must  be  recognized. 

MISCELLANEOUS  PERMITS 

Issued  during  fiscal  year - 577 

MISCELLANEOUS  PERMITS  (TRAPPERS  CABINS) 

Issued  during  fiscal  year -  206 

GRAZING  PERMITS 

Issued- -  1, 840 - 360,  192.  33 

CULTIVATION  PERMITS 

Issued -  59  1,463.00 

HAY  PERMITS 

Issued— - 356  3,456.50 

(Total  number  of  tons  -  3,456.50) 

SAND  AND  GRAVEL  PERMITS 

Issued 


-  44 
nil 

-  10 


(Total  extraction  66,  135) 
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SAND  AND  GRAVEL  RESERVATIONS  Number 

To  Department  of  Highways,  Municipal 

Districts  and  Cities - 230 

(For  calendar  year  total  extraction  104,211  yards) 

To  Government  of  Canada -  12 

(For  calendar  year  total  extraction  37,450  yards) 


ASSIGNMENTS  REGISTERED 

(Leases,  Permits  and  Sales) -  227 


GRAZING 

The  field  work  of  the  grazing  inspection  branch  was  carried  out  in 
1955  by  the  grazing  appraiser  and  assistant  grazing  appraiser. 

Besides  the  regular  work  of  inspecting  grazing  leases  for  renewal, 
projects  under  the  range  improvement  program  including  water  develop¬ 
ment  and  regrassing,  road  allowances,  etc.,  numerous  investigations 
were  carried  out  dealing  with  overgrazing,  undergrazing  and  neighbor¬ 
hood  disputes  regarding  grazing  matters. 

The  1955  grazing  season  proved  to  be  another  good  grass  year  ex¬ 
cept  that  the  winter,  in  most  areas,  commenced  early  in  November  with 
snow  and  heavy  frost. 

Fortunately  large  amounts  of  hay  were  put  up  in  1955  and  most  of 
it  was  required  before  the  arrival  of  spring  in  1956. 

As  in  previous  year  s  observations  were  made  to  ascertain  if  noxious 
range  weeds  present  in  the  United  States  and  British  Columbia  had  in¬ 
vaded  Alberta  range  lands.  So  far,  no  reports  have  been  received  or 
observations  made  concerning  the  arrival  of  the  two  most  serious  ones, 
namely  Halogeton  and  Hypericum.  These  two  weeds  have  spread  rapidly 
throughout  the  Western  United  States  and  the  latter  into  British  Columbia. 
Both  are  poisonous  but  their  greatest  danger  is  that  they  dominate  the 
area  completely  once  they  become  established. 

Another  invading  plant  of  lesser  importance  is  the  downy  brome  or 
cheat  grass,  widely  distributed  in  the  Western  United  States.  This  is  an 
annual  brome  grass  which  spreads  rapidly  through  overgrazed  or  drought 
areas.  The  grass  has  become  established  in  a  limited  area  in  south¬ 
western  Alberta  but  due  to  the  good  condition  of  the  native  ranges  it  has 
been  checked  from  spreading  into  wider  areas. 

It  was  felt  during  the  field  inspection  work,  thatthere  is  an  increasing 
demand  for  grazing  land  throughout  the  province.  This  has  been  brought 
about  partly  by  the  inability  of  farmers  to  market  grain  and  partly  to  the 
fact  that  cattle  find  a  ready  market,  making  the  acquisition  of  grazing 
land  a  necessity  for  the  increasing  of  farm  herds. 
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Numerous  complaints  involving  the  non-use  of  grazing  lands  held 
under  long  term  lease  and  permit  were  investigated.  Most  of  these  were 
cases  where  the  owner  had  sold  his  cattle  and  was  waiting  for  a  suitable 
buyer  for  his  deeded  and  leased  lands. 

The  interest  in  community  pastures  is  growing  and  it  is  felt  that 
there  will  be  an  increased  demand  in  the  future  for  such  with  the  growth 
in  population  and  increased  pressure  for  grazing  lands. 

The  average  price  for  all  grades  of  cattle,  except  for  calves,  choice 
steers  and  choice  heifers  sold  on  the  Calgary  market  during  the  period 
July  1st  to  December  31st,  1955,  was  14.  34£  per  pound  as  compared  to 
14.07^  per  pound  for  the  same  period  in  1954.  Accordingly  the  rental 
and  taxes  per  acre  for  the  period  from  January  1st  to  December  31st, 
1956,  on  grazing  leases  and  from  April  1st,  1956,  to  March  31st,  1957, 
on  grazing  permits  were  increased  from  1955  as  follows: 


1955  1956 

One  head  to  24  acres  - 18  1  /4£ - 18  3/4£ 

One  head  to  32  acres - 13  3/4£ - 14£ 

One  head  to  40  acres  - ll£  -  11  l/4£ 

One  head  to  50  acres - 8  3/4£ -  9£ 

One  head  to  60  acres - 7  l/4£ -  7  l/2£ 


Lands  which  were  formerly  in  the  Special  Areas  and  which  have  been 
transferred  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  department  remain  in  a  special 
category  as  far  as  rental  is  concerned.  This  rate  is  based  on  8%  of  the 
forage  value  as  compared  to  12  1/2%  outside  the  Special  Areas. 

During  1955  the  grazing  inspection  branch  did  considerable  inspec¬ 
tion  work  on  grazing  leases,  which  had  formerly  been  under  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  Special  Areas  Board,  to  determine  how  the  lands  were  be¬ 
ing  operated.  In  several  cases,  it  was  found  grazing  lands  were  being 
cultivated  and  leases  were  being  used  by  persons  other  than  the  grazing 
lessees  without  the  formality  of  an  assignment. 

Numerous  inquiries  and  considerable  correspondence  was  carried 
out  throughout  the  year  relative  to  the  roundup  and  seizure  of  "wild 
horses"  running  at  large  on  Crown  land.  An  amendment  to  The  Public 
Lands  Act  in  1955  made  provision  so  that  "slick"  horses  unbranded  and 
not  carrying  an  identifying  mark  need  not  be  held  for  15  days.  This  in¬ 
sures  considerably  more  profit  for  parties  authorized  to  conduct  round¬ 
ups  and  we  are  anticipating  considerable  activity  in  such  roundups. 

Reports  received  are  to  the  effect  that  there  are  bands  of  horses 
ranging  at  large  in  several  parts  of  the  Province. 

The  grazing  rentals  as  a  head  tax  basis  for  1956  on  provincial  graz¬ 
ing  reserves  were  as  follows: 

Horses 

Cattle  - 

Sheep  — 


$1.40  per  head,  per  month 
$1.20  per  head,  per  month 
$0.10  per  head,  per  month 
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Where  no  caretaker  or  facilities  are  provided  by  the  department, 
grazing  rental  on  a  head  tax  basis  is  as  follows: 

Horses  - 50£  per  head  per  month 

Cattle - 40£  per  head  per  month 

Sheep -  8 £  per  head  per  month 

There  were  twenty-sevengrazing  reserves  under  long-term  grazing 
leases  by  associations  and  two  community  pastures  in  operation  in  1955 
as  well  as  three  long -term  grazing  leases  by  associations  in  the  process 
of  formation. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Grazing  Reserves  and  Community 
Pastures . 

DEPARTMENTAL  RESERVES  (Permanent  Caretakers) 

Twin  River  Provincial  Grazing  Reserve 

The  Twin  River  Provincial  Grazing  Reserve  comprises  an  area  of 
21,  388  acres  with  23  3/4  miles  of  fencing. 

In  1955,  thirty-seven  permits  were  issued  for  the  grazing  of  1,325 
head  of  cattle  on  a  six-month  basis.  The  caretaker  was  resident  on  the 
reserve  during  the  full  grazing  season.  May  1st  to  November  1st,  and 
his  services  were  very  satisfactory. 

Vauxhall  Provincial  Grazing  Reserve 

The  area  of  the  Vauxhall  Provincial  Grazing  Reserve  available  for 
allotment  in  1955  was  approximately  100,  000  acres  with  39  3/4  miles  of 
two-,  three-  and  four -wire  fence  belonging  to  the  Department. 

The  area  which  was  formerly  dealt  with  as  a  reserve  and  adminis¬ 
tered  by  a  permanent  caretaker  was  turned  over  to  the  Vauxhall  Grazing 
Association  during  1953.  The  said  association  operated  in  1955  in  the 
same  manner  as  an  association  lease. 

The  area  of  this  reserve  was  again  reduced  during  1955  by  the  ex¬ 
pansion  of  the  Bow  River  Irrigation  Project. 

On  lands  surrounding  the  area  held  by  the  Vauxhall  Grazing  Asso¬ 
ciation,  allotments  were  made  to  individuals  in  1955  on  a  similar  basis 
as  that  followed  in  previous  years. 

RESERVES  HANDLED  BY  ASSOCIATIONS  (Association  responsible  for 

upkeep  and  care  of  the  stock) 

Grazing  Reserves  under  long  term  grazing  leases  by  associations 


Name  of  Grazing  Reserve  Area  in  Acres 

Big  Four  Lease  Association,  Armada  -  3,036 

Blackfoot  Grazing  Association,  North  Cooking  Lake -  24,  599 

Boundary  Creek  Association,  Boundary  Creek -  636 

B.  T.  Grazing  Co-operative  Ltd.,  Hilda -  26,  350 
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Name  of  Grazing  Reserve  Area  in  Acres 

Bow  Island  Forty  Mile  Grazing  Association,  Burdett - —  24,  365 

Bluefield  Grazing  Association,  Elkwater - -  11, 602 

Bowell  West  Grazing  Association,  Bowell -  8,  171 

Cresthill  Farmer s  Grazing  Association,  Chauvin -  14,271 

The  Chauvin  District  Grazing  As  sociation,  Chauvin -  1,113 

Comrey  Grazing  Association,  Comrey - 29,953 

Castle  River  Stock  Association,  Beaver  Mines -  6,  158 

Deimuth  Lease  Association,  Turin -  1,477 

Dunn  Lake  Cattle  Association,  Edgerton -  3,595 

Drowning  Ford  Grazing  Association,  Medicine  Hat -  33,  069 

Fir  Grove  Stock  Association,  Bellevue -  3,750 

Green  Prairie  Grazing  Group,  Armada -  2,875 

Jumping  Pound  Stock  Association,  Calgary - 13,405 

Lakes  Grazing  Association,  Czar -  1,906 

Many  Island  Lake  Grazing  Association,  Medicine  Hat - 17,  647 

North  Group  Cattle  Association,  Lea  Park -  9,  934 

Nemiscam  Community  Reserve,  Nemiscam -  4,780 

Pipeline  Grazing  Association,  Bowell - 23,  149 

Poll  Haven  Community  Pasture,  Mountain  View - 10,462 

Rocky  Coulee  Grazing  Association,  Bowell -  4,432 

Ross  Lake  Community  Pasture,  Owendale -  4,473 

Tide  Lake  Grazing  Association,  Jenner - 14,979 

Tulliby  Lake  Stockmens  Association,  Marwayne - 13,989 


The  Buffalo  Park  Grazing  Association  operating  at  Wainwright,  made 
use  of  grazing  facilities  on  the  military  camp  area  at  Wainwright  and 
secured  grazing  privileges  of  8,809  cow  months  during  1955.  The  asso¬ 
ciation  provided  grazing  privileges  for  1,  600  head  of  cattle,  560 head  of 
sheep  and  23  head  of  horses.  As  well  546  tons  of  hay  were  cut  under 
permit  and  removed  from  the  military  area  in  1955. 

The  arrangement  for  obtaining  grazing  privileges  in  this  area  is  in 
accordance  with  an  agreement  between  the  Department  of  National  De¬ 
fence,  the  Buffalo  Park  Grazing  Association  and  this  department.  Rental 
paid  for  grazing  obtained  and  hay  cut  is  applied  to  the  Department  of  Na¬ 
tional  Defence's  rental  account  with  this  department. 

In  the  fall  of  1955  the  holders  of  school  land  grazing  permits  were 
advised  that  if  the  land  held  under  permit  could  be  classified  as  suitable 
for  grazing  purposes  only,  the  permittees,  could  make  application  for 
long-term  grazing  leases  on  the  lands  in  accordance  with  The  Public 
Lands  Act.  The  response  to  this  offer  was  practically  over -whelming, 
approximately  500  applications  having  been  received  for  attention  be¬ 
tween  December  1st,  1955,  and  March  31st,  1956.  The  conversion  of 
grazing  permits  to  grazing  leases  on  this  school  land  will  explain  the  in¬ 
crease  in  "New  Long  Term  Grazing  Leases  Issued"  over  previous  years. 

LONG-TERM  GRAZING  LEASES  Number  Area  in  Acres 

Leases  in  force  at  April  1,  1955  -  2,  325 -  3,  033,  605.  67 

Leases  issued  during  fiscal  year - -  271 -  217,  165.72 

Leases  renewed  during  fiscal  year — -  45 -  106,  391. 20 

Leases  cancelled  during  fiscal  year -  66 -  43,  920.74 

Leases  in  force  at  March  31,  1956 - —  2,  530 - 3,  206,  850.  65 
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SCHOOL  LANDS 

There  were  104  parcels  of  school  lands  listed  for  sale  by  public  auc¬ 
tion,  of  which  85  were  sold.  This  is  83  less  than  were  offered  for  sale 
in  the  previous  year  and  the  proportion  of  parcels  sold  was  slightly  less 
than  in  the  previous  year .  The  amount  collected  on  new  school  land  sales 
during  the  fiscal  year  was  $55,  753.  30, 

The  total  revenue  derived  from  school  land  sale  accounts  during  the 
fiscal  year  was: 

Principal - $  324,487.76 

Interest - $  61,976.94 

Total -  $  386,464.70 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  other  school  land  business  trans¬ 
acted: 

SCHOOL  LAND  SALES  Number  Area  in  Acres 

Sales  in  force  at  April  1,  1955 - 1,  87  5  - 289,  828.  38 

Sales  granted  during  fiscal  year -  112 -  18,  169.62 

Sales  patented  during  fiscal  year -  75 -  10,453.  20 

Sales  cancelled  during  fiscal  year -  14 - 2,119.62 

Sales  in  force  at  March  31,  1956 -  1, 898 -  295,  425.  18 

MISCELLANEOUS  LEASES 

Leases  in  force  at  April  1,  1955  — — 

Leases  issued  during  fiscal  year - 

Leases  cancelled  during  fiscal  year 
Leases  in  force  at  March  31,  1956- 

LICENSES  OF  OCCUPATION 

Licenses  in  force  at  April  1,  1955 -  69  -  557.46 

(Records  transferred  to  Public  Lands  Section) 

CULTIVATION  LEASES 

Leases  in  force  at  April  1,  1955 - 

Leases  issued  during  fiscal  year - 

Leases  cancelled  during  fiscal  year 
Leases  transferred  from 

Public  Lands  Section - 

Leases  in  force  at  March  31,  1956- 

GRAZING  PERMITS 

Issued  during  fiscal  year -  1,  176  - —  339,  531.72 

CULTIVATION  PERMITS 


1,  174  -  237,  185.  24 

24  -  4,  334.  00 

38  - -  7,203.  90 

21  -  4,112.74 

1,181  -  238,428.08 


71 

2, 691. 06 

0 

-  0 

2 

5.  90 

69 - 

2,  685.  16 

Issued  during  fiscal  year 
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HAY  PERMITS  Number 

Permits  issued - — -  82 

(Total  number  of  tons  -  1,063) 


ASSIGNMENTS  REGISTERED 

Leases,  Permits  and  Sales -  108 


Statement  of  revenue  pertaining  to  School  Lands  may  be  found  in  the 
report  of  the  Accounting  Division. 

NOTE:  The  term  "leases  cancelled  during  fiscal  year"  includes 
leases  which  expired. 


STAFF 

During  the  fiscal  year  one  new  group  was  established  in  the  lands 
division  to  administer  the  homestead  lease  loans. 

It  was  decided  that  for  more  effective  administration  and  to  avoid 
some  duplication  of  correspondence.the  crop  share  group  should  be  amal¬ 
gamated  with  the  homestead  lease  group  and  the  sales  and  cultivation 
lease  group.  This  amalgamation  will  take  effect  on  April  1st,  1956. 

On  December  15th,  1955,  Mr.  C.E.  Phillips,  Inspector  of  Collec¬ 
tions,  retired  after  11  1/2  years  of  service  with  this  department.  Mr. 
Phillips*  ability  as  a  collector  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  has  left 
many  friends  among  the  farmers  of  Alberta,  especially  with  those  from 
whom  he  collected. 

The  co-operation  and  faithful  service  of  the  lands  branch  staff  was 
again  appreciated. 


FORESTRY 


29 


Forestry 

REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  FORESTRY 
E.  S.  HUESTIS 


FIRE 

The  light  fall  of  snow  during  the  winter  was  insufficient  to  maintain 
a  satisfactory  ground  moisture  condition  during  the  spring  fire  hazard 
period.  The  lack  of  moisture  from  winter  snow  was  to  some  extent  com¬ 
pensated  for  by  spring  showers  and  cool  weather.  During  the  summer 
and  fall,  precipitation  in  the  south  and  central  parts  of  the  province  was 
sufficient,  except  for  intermittent  dry  periods.  The  northern  part  of  the 
province  again  suffered  from  drought  conditions  which  added  to  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  fire  suppression  in  that  area. 

Suppressive  action  was  taken  on  232  fires.  Of  these  fires  109,  (47%) 
originated  in  the  Forest  Zone  and  123,  (53%)  in  the  Settlement  Zone.  A 
total  of  201,  294  acres  were  burned  over,  consisting  of  124,  578  acres  of 
forested  land  and  76,716  acres  of  non-forested  land. 

Principle  causes  were  settlers,  responsible  for  21.9%,  lightning 
15.1%,  campers  14.7%,  incendiary  13.8%,  forming  65.  5%  of  all  fires. 
Principle  cause  showing  improvement  is  "campers"  declining  from  a 
previous  high  of  36.  5%  to  14.7%.  Causes  showing  increases  are  light¬ 
ning  from  a  previous  5.  9%  to  15.  1%,  and  settlers  again  showing  an  in¬ 
crease  from  17 .  6%  to  21.9%. 

The  lookout  system  was  improved  by  partially  carrying  out  a  con¬ 
struction  program  of  nine  new  towers.  Two  of  these  towers  augment 
present  towers,  two  in  connection  with  the  Cold  Lake  Weapons  range 
and  five  extending  into  more  northern  areas.  As  all  towers  were  not 
completed,  construction  was  carried  over  to  the  1956  season. 

Listed  below  are  the  number  of  fires  reported  by  the  different 
agencies  indicating  an  increase  in  fires  reported  by  towers  and  forest 


officers  and  continued 

good  co-operation  by  the  public. 

Forest  Officers 

Towers  Public 

Railway 

Aircraft 

64 

63  88 

10 

7 

Percentage 

27.6% 

27.2%  37.9% 

4.  3% 

3.0% 

A  total  of  36  prosecutions  were  instigated  by  the  Forest  Service 
under  Part  III  of  The  Forests  Act,  and  35  convictions  obtained. 

An  increase  in  heavy  equipment  included  one  D6  caterpillar  tractor, 
wagons,  trailers  and  patrol  trucks.  Sufficient  light  equipment  was  ob¬ 
tained  to  replace  lost  and  worn  out  equipment  and  to  supply  new  ranger 
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districts.  An  improvement  in  fire  suppression  has  been  made  by  in¬ 
creasing  the  number  of  district  rangers,  by  splitting  a  number  of  large 
districts,  and  the  acquisition  of  permanent  assistant  rangers  to  replace 
temporary  patrolmen.  The  six,  four -man  standby  crews  for  initial  action 
onfireshas  been  found  of  great  assistance  in  fire  suppression,  and  it  is 
expected  the  number  will  be  extended  in  the  future.  An  increase  in  tow¬ 
ers  supplied  a  proportionate  improvement  in  detection. 

Aheavy  program  of  construction  and  maintenance  of  buildings,  roads 
and  trails  was  carried  out  by  the  field  staff  when  fire  conditions  were 
favourable.  During  the  past  year,  wooden  or  metal  cupolas  on  the  look¬ 
out  tower  s  have  been  replaced  by  cupolas  made  from  fibreglass  and  pla¬ 
stic.  The  cupolas  are  octagonal  in  shape,  comprised  of  8  panels  or  sec¬ 
tions,  and  each  panel  forms  part  of  the  side  and  roof.  They  are  quickly 
assembled  by  simply  bolting  the  panels  together.  The  panels  stack  readily 
for  shipping  and  transporting.  The  finished  cupola  is  light,  strong  and 
durable.  They  were  designed  by  the  department,  while  the  Edmonton 
Transit  System  collaborated  greatly  in  the  development  of  the  cupola. 

TIMBER 

There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  active  timber  opera¬ 
tions  on  provincial  lands  and  in  the  production  of  lumber  and  other  for¬ 
est  products. 

The  export  lumber  market  and  the  local  market  were  about  the  same 
aslastyear.  There  was  very  little  change  in  prices  but  a  better  demand 
for  lumber. 

There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  average  rate  of  dues  bid  on  tim¬ 
ber  berths  which  were  offered  for  sale.  Competition  was  very  keen  on 
practically  all  sales. 

Three  poplar  plywood  firms  are  now  operating  in  the  province.  Two 
of  them  have  plants  in  operation,  the  third  has  peeler  logs  piled  at  Ed¬ 
monton  and  expects  to  complete  construction  of  its  plant  this  year. 

North  Western  Pulp  and  Power  Ltd.  are  cutting  pulpwood  on  their 
lease  in  the  Edson  division  and  stock  piling  it  at  their  millsite  at  Hinton. 
The  thirty -five  million  dollar  mill  is  expected  to  be  in  production  by  the 
spring  of  1957. 

By  Order  in  Council  1265/55  the  5/16  Inch  International  Log  Rule 
was  adopted  as  the  official  log  scale  to  be  used  in  the  province  for  mea¬ 
suring  timber.  This  log  scale  was  employed  at  one  large  gang  and  cir¬ 
cular  sawmill.  It  was  also  used  in  plywood  operations.  A  scaler’s  per¬ 
mit  system  was  inaugurated. 

Preliminary  studies  were  carried  out  relative  to  the  application  of 
the  cubic  foot  log  rule. 

Progress  was  made  in  the  application  of  various  methods  of  cutting. 
Several  tree  marking  operations,  in  both  spruce  and  pine,  were  active 
and  the  system  of  clear  cutting  in  patches  was  first  applied  on  a  large 
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scale  basis  in  pine  berths,  situated  in  the  Berland  River  area  of  the 
Edson  division. 

Participation  by  the  Federal  Government  particularly  in  the  field 
of  silviculture,  entomology  and  pathology  continues  on  a  high  scale.  An 
area  of  150  square  miles  has  been  set  aside  as  a  pilot  management  unit 
in  co-operation  with  the  Dominion  Forest  Service.  Experimental  and 
other  methods  of  cutting  as  well  as  various  phases  of  research  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  follow  the  preparation  of  the  management  plan. 

FOR.EST  SURVEYS 

The  year  under  review  comprised  the  sixth  and  final  year  of  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  the  broad,  overall  provincial  forest  inventory  and  the  fifth  and 
final  year  of  the  initial  agreement  between  the  Provincial  and  Dominion 
Governments  whereby  the  latter  paid  half  the  cost  of  the  inventory.  During 
the  year,  the  work  of  the  provincial  forest  inventory  was  confined  to  of¬ 
fice  compilation  of  field  data  gathered  the  previous  two  years  North  of 
the  57th  parallel  and  summarizing  the  inventory  into  a  final  form.  In¬ 
formation  on  the  results  of  the  inventory  are  presented  in  the  attached 
tables . 

It  is  recognized  that,  if  our  forest  inventory  is  to  be  maintained  in 
a  usable  state,  records  must  be  kept,  particularly  those  of  depletion  and 
other  appreciable  changes  in  the  forest  cover.  Thus,  fires  and  cut-over 
land  of  areas  over  160  acres  are  photographed  from  the  air,  plotted  on 
forest  cover  maps,  areas  and  volumes  calculated  and  the  originals 
changed.  In  the  case  of  fires,  volumes  of  both  mature  and  immature 
timber  losses  are  calculated  and  deducted  from  the  totals. 

During  the  summer  and  fall  of  the  year  under  review,  approximately 
2,500  square  miles  of  vertical  aerial  photography  at  a  scale  of  1:15840 
were  taken  under  contract  with  Spartan  Air  Services  of  Ottawa  for  this 
purpose. 

The  broad  provincial  forest  inventory  was  not  designed  to  provide 
information  for  detailed  forest  management  planning  and  in  order  to  com¬ 
mence  work  of  this  nature,  it  is  necessary  to  have  information  of  forest 
conditions  such  as,  growth,  site,  location  of  timber  of  different  ages, 
etc.  ,  particularly  the  location  and  condition  of  mature  and  deteriorating 
stands,  so  that,  these  can  be  harvested  as  quickly  as  possible.  There¬ 
fore,  during  the  summer  of  1955,  4  separate  parties  (totalling  30  men) 
sampled  areas  for  the  dual  purpose  of  obtaining  field  data  for  forest  man¬ 
agement  planning  and  cruising  of  mature  and  over  ripe  timber  for  sale. 

In  long  range  forest  management  planning,  the  temporary  cut  con¬ 
trol  plans,  as  previously  prepared,  were  revised  as  more  information 
became  available.  A  close  check  is  being  kept  on  the  volume  of  timber 
cut  within  each  management  unit,  in  order  to  determine  the  relation  of 
the  volume  of  timber  extracted  to  the  volume  of  the  allowable  annual  cut 
within  the  unit. 

Close  co-operation  was  maintained  with  the  Soil  Survey  office  of  the 
Alberta  Research  Council.  Land  form  maps,  as  previously  prepared  by 
the  Forest  Surveys  Branch,  were  used  as  the  basis  of  a  helicopter  soil 
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survey  of  15,  000  square  miles  in  the  Province  in  the  fall  of  1955.  It  was 
subsequently  decided  that,  since  the  soil  survey  personnel  were  the  prin- 
cipalusers  of  these  maps,  they  should  have  full  control  of  the  map  pre¬ 
paration.  Therefore,  two  men  were  trained  in  their  preparation  and 
were  transferred  permanently  to  the  Soil  Survey  office. 

The  Photogrammetric  Section  continued  their  work  in  mapping  tim¬ 
ber  application  areas,  486  timber  applications  were  handled  -  766,000 
acres  being  mapped  at  a  scale  of  4  inches  to  the  mile. 

Tables  and  charts  of  forest  inventory  are  appended. 


RADIO 

The  installation  of  low-powered  equipment  operating  on  a  frequency 
of  1 6 1 6  kilocycles  in  the  Whitecourt  Division  was  completed  too  late  in 
the  year  to  permit  proper  evaluation  of  its  use.  Tests  will  be  continued 
therefore  during  the  coming  year  when  a  complete  and  accurate  evalua¬ 
tion  of  this  type  of  communication  circuit  for  use  in  this  Province  will 
be  made. 

Twenty  additional  portable  units  were  placed  in  service  during  the 
year  but  increased  demands  for  this  type  of  equipment,  due  to  increased 
staff,  will  necessitate  further  purchases  in  the  near  future. 

The  radio  control  circuits  for  the  medium  frequency  remote  trans¬ 
mitters  and  receivers  in  Edmonton  have  functioned  extremely  well. 
Circuit  outages  due  to  line  failures,  which  were  fairly  frequent  in  the 
past,  have  disappeared  completely.  Outages  due  to  all  causes  have  been 
well  below  the  average  percentage  time  as  when  lines  were  in  use. 

In  the  East  Slope  area,  the  work  of  installing  one  additional  trans¬ 
mit  frequency  at  all  terminal  portable  and  mobile  stations  has  been  com¬ 
pleted.  This  increases  the  flexibility  of  these  circuits  considerably  by 
providing  alternate  circuits  for  use  between  portable  and  mobile  equip¬ 
ment.  Signal  levels  have  been  increased  where  necessary  by  the  use  of 
high-gain  antennae  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  the  constancy  of 
the  levels  attained  is  remarkable  for  the  type  of  terrain  these  circuits 
are  working  over. 

A  summary  of  traffic  handled  by  stations  throughout  the  Province 
and  a  summary  of  operating  details  for  lookout  towers  is  attached. 
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AREA  DISTRIBUTION  -  TOTAL  INVENTORY  -  1956 


OLD  BURN  & 

CLEAR- 

-CUT 

OPEN  &  TREED 

AREA 

FORESTED 

RECENT  : 

BURN 

BRUSHLAND 

&  WINDFALL 

MUSKEG 

WATER 

OTHERS 

TOTAL 

acres 

% 

acres 

% 

acres 

% 

acres 

% 

acres 

% 

acres 

555 

acres 

% 

acres 

South  of  57° 

In  Management  Units 

20,459,  506 

49.5 

3,543,635 

8.6 

5,750,704 

13.9 

33,,  308 

0. 1 

9,509,981 

23.0 

1,  131,  965 

2.7 

895,056 

2.2 

41, 324, 155 

Not  In  Man.  Units  , 

2,295,  375 

24.7 

2,  296, 893 

24.7 

2,654,792 

28.6 

1, 653 

0.0 

1,274,  372 

13.7 

610, 547 

6.6 

164,  149 

1.8 

9,297,781 

Bombing  Range 

403,  903 

31.2 

38,  292 

2.9 

405,400 

31. 3 

404, 374 

31.2 

43,  298 

3.4 

1,295,267 

Sub- Total 

23,  158,784 

44.6 

5,  87  8,  820 

11.3 

8,  810,  896 

17.0 

34,  961 

0.  1 

11,  188,727 

21.6 

1,  785,  810 

3.4 

1 ,  G59,  205 

2.0 

51,917,203 

North  of  57° 

Zones  4  and  5 

15,293,286 

39.5 

2,  579,  361 

6.7 

8,293,  103 

21.4 

376 

0.  0 

10,025,377 

25.9 

1,  859,  972 

4.  8 

632, 547 

1.6 

38,684,022 

Total  Inventory  Area 

In  Acres 

38,452,070 

42.4 

8,458,  181 

9.3 

17,  103,  999 

18.9 

35,  337 

0.0 

21,214,  104 

23.4 

3,645,782 

4.0 

1,691,752 

1.9 

90,601,225 

In  Square  Miles 

60,  081.4 

13,215.9 

26,725.0 

55.2  - 

33, 147. C 

5,  696.  5 

2,643.4 

141,  564.4 

VOLUME 

DISTRIBUT 

ION  BY 

spec: 

[ES  -  TOTAL  INV 

ENTORY  AREA  - 

1956 

AREA  Spr 

uce  (white)  4"-ll" 

Spruce  (white)  12"+ 

Spruce  (Black) 

Fir  (Balsam) 

Pine  4" 

-  10"  - 

Pine  ] 

L 1 "+ 

Aspen 

cords 

% 

FBM 

% 

cords 

% 

cords 

% 

cords 

% 

FBM 

% 

cords 

% 

(0C0) 

(000,000) 

(000) 

(CC0) 

(000) 

(CCC,  000) 

(000) 

South  of  57° 

In  Management  Units 

60,  256 

15.0 

17,014 

9.4 

11,785 

2.9 

11,127 

2.  8 

84,  348 

21.0 

1C,  802 

5.9 

172, 947 

43. C 

Not  in  Man.  Units 

3,960 

10.0 

1,  110 

6.  3 

382 

0.9 

258 

0.7 

843 

2. 1 

223 

1.  3 

31,  023 

78.7 

Bombing  Range 

616 

16.4 

134 

7.9 

215 

5.7 

65 

1.7 

684 

18.2 

84 

5.0 

1, 694 

45.  1 

Sub- Total 

64,  832 

14.6 

18,  258 

9.1 

12,  382 

2.  8 

11,450 

2.6 

85, 875 

19.3 

11,109 

5.4 

205, 664 

46.2 

North  of  57° 

Zones  4  and  5 

25,440 

17.2 

8,  624 

12.9 

'  7,209 

4.  9 

!  1,003 

0.7 

16, 987 

11.5 

2,  293 

3.4 

73,  283 

49.4 

Total  Inventory  Area 

90,272 

15.2 

26,  882 

10.  1 

19,591 

3.  3 

12,453 

2. 1 

102,  862 

17.3 

13,402 

5.  0 

278,  947 

47.0 

FORESTRY 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  LANDS  AND  FORESTS 


PROG  RESS 

ALBERTA  FOREST  INVENTORY 

To  March  31,  I9S6 


Flald  Work 
Intsrpretation  '  j 

Mapping  1/  7  A 

Compilation  IV V  V1 

Alipnated  Land 


FORESTRY 
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DETAILED  MAPPING  FOR  TIMBER  APPLICATIONS 
1955-1956 
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FIRE  SUPPRESSION 

During  the  fire  season  of  1955  a  total  of  232  fires  were  dealt  with 
as  shown  below  in  classes: 

35  Class  "A"  or  small  fires  (less  than  1/4  of  an  acre) 

55  Class  "B"  fires  (over  1/4  up  to  10  acres) 

39  Class  "C"  fires  (over  10  acres  up  to  100  acres) 

57  Class  "D"  fires  (over  100  acres  to  500  acres) 

46  Class  "E"  fires  (over  500  acres) 


RAILWAY  FIRE  LOSSES,  CALENDAR  YEAR.  1955 


CAUSES  AND  NUMBER  OF  FIRES: 

Railway  Causes  - 

Locomotives 

9 

Employees 

2 

Total 

11 

UNKNOWN  CAUSES 

Total 

3 

Grand  Total 

14 

NUMBER  OF  ACRES  BURNED 

Slashing  or  Old  Burn 

Nil 

Timber  Land 

Nil 

Young  Growth 

Nil 

Non-forested 

82.  97 

Total 

82.  97 

LOSS 

Timber 

Nil 

Young  Growth 

Nil 

Forest  Products 

Nil 

Other  Property 

Nil 

Total 

Nil 

40 


DEPARTMENT  OF  LANDS  AND  FORESTS 


COMPARISON  OF  FIRE  CAUSES  BY  PERCENTAGES 
FOR  THE  YEARS  1944  TO  1955  INCLUSIVE  


CAUSE 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Campers 

24.0 

18.7 

14.  9 

15.  5 

29.9 

21.4 

23.  8 

16.7 

25.0 

40.0 

36.5 

14.7 

Smokers 

6.  5 

8.  8 

5.  5 

6. 6 

12.  5 

9.6 

10.  1 

23.  8 

9.4 

10.  0 

11.8 

9.9 

Settlers 

14.5 

15. 1 

10.  5 

7.4 

10.  9 

23.  6 

14.  9 

19.0 

12.  5 

10.7 

17.6 

21.9 

Railways 

16.0 

12.0 

21. 1 

32.  8 

15.2 

8.9 

10.  9 

10.7 

17.7 

11.4 

3.5 

6.  0 

Lightning 

Industrial 

3.4 

6.0 

4.4 

4.  1 

3.  8 

6.  8 

8.9 

8.  3 

3.  1 

5.0 

5.9 

15.  1 

(lumbering ) 

Operations 

3.6 

3.  5 

9.5 

4.9 

8.7 

3.5 

4.0 

6.0 

7.  8 

2.9 

7.  1 

6.0 

Incendiary 

6.  8 

6.0 

2.9 

4.  1 

2.7 

7.  3 

8.0 

8.  3 

12.0 

12.9 

1.2 

13.  8 

Public  Works 

— 

0.4 

— 

— 

— 

1.6 

1.2 

— 

— 

0.7 

4.7 

1.8 

Unclassified 

6 . 5 

13.4 

6.9 

0.  8 

0.6 

3.9 

6.9 

6.0 

4.2 

2.2 

2.3 

3.5 

Unknown 

18.7 

16.  1 

24.  3 

23.  8 

15.7 

13.4 

11.3 

1.2 

8.  3 

4.  2 

9.4 

7.3 

COMPARISON  OF  FIRE  LOSSES  AND  CAUSES 

BY  PERCENTAGES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1955 

Merchantable 

Number  of 

Timber  Losses 

Total  Acreage 

Fires 

Acres 

Burned 

% 

% 

% 

Campers 

14.7 

15.  3 

16.  0 

Smokers 

9.9 

0.  2 

2.  1 

Settlers 

21.9 

31.8 

42.  8 

Railways 

6.0 

Nil 

Nil 

Lightning 

15.  1 

42.6 

15.  8 

Lumbering 

6.0 

0.  8 

0.5 

Incendiary 

13.  8 

3.  0 

6.  1 

Public  Works 

1.8 

0.  5 

0.  1 

Unclassified 

7.3 

Nil 

2.9 

Unknown 

3.  5 

5.  8 

13.7 

SUMMARY  SHOWING  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  FIRES  AND  BURNT  OVER  AREAS 
FROM  1944  TO  1955  INCLUSIVE  


YEAR 

TOTAL 

FIRES 

NON- 

FORESTED 

FORESTED 

TOTAL  AREA 

SUPPRESSION 

COSTS 

No. 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

$ 

1944 

325 

273,  186 

449,472 

722,  658 

88, 086 

1945 

284 

128, 264 

88,473 

216, 737 

64, 002 

1946 

275 

179,731 

92, 552 

272,283 

54, 129 

1947 

122 

46, 895 

33, 166 

80, 061 

19, 876 

1948 

184 

195,491 

107,726 

303, 217 

90, 904 

1949 

314 

552, 185 

908, 862 

1,461, 047 

248,  635 

1950 

248 

233, 509 

472, 178 

705,  687 

336, 304 

1951 

84 

13, 303 

10, 565 

23, 868 

25, 092 

1952 

192 

184, 905 

299,424 

484, 329 

7  0,443 

1953 

140 

137, 275 

196, 826 

334, 101 

188,  202 

1954 

85 

71, 008 

57, 869 

128, 877 

77,453 

1955 

232 

76, 716 

124, 578 

201, 294 

165, 906 

Totals 

2,485 

2, 092,468 

2, 841, 691 

4, 934, 159 

1,429,  032 

ANNUAL  SUMMARY  OF  FOREST  FIRE 


LOSSES 
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FIRES  WITHIN  FOREST  RESERVES 


LA 

NDS  AFFEC  TED 

LOS 

3 

SUPPRESSION 

COSTS 

CAUSE 

NUMBER  OF 

FIRES 

OWNERSHIP 

AREA 

CONDITION 

TIMBER  (MERCHANTABLE  AND  CUT-OVER) 

CLASS 

Merchantable 

Cut-over 

Young 

Not 

UNSALVABLE 

I 

^oss  of 

Y  oung 

Other 

Total 

Ranger 

Service 

Other 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

Total 

Public 

Private 

Total 

Timber 

Timber 

Growth 

Forested 

Saw-Timber 

Other 

1 

fimber 

Gr  owth 

Property 

Loss 

Expenditur  e 

Total 

Campers 

Smokers 

Settlers 

Railways 

Lightning 

Lumbering 

Inc  endiary 
Public  Works 
Unclassified 
Unknown 

1 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

M.  Ft.  B.  M. 

Cords 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

16 

9 

7 

H  mmm 

— 

— 

, 

6 

3 

9 

7 

7 

6 

1 

22 

44 

15 

~~ 

7 

59 

247 

136 

383 

2 

2 

2 

HI 

‘ 

1 

1 

16 

16 

TOTALS 

7 

11 

9 

9 

6 

3 

22 

44 

15 

4 

59 

Z72 

143 

415 

FIRES  OUTSIDE  FOREST  RESERVES 


Campers 

Smokers 

Settlers 

Railways 

Lightning 

Lumbering 

Incendiary 

Public  Works 

Unclassified 

Unknown 

11 

5 

2 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

5 

6 

4 

12 

8 

4 

3 

2 

5 
2 

4 

3 

8 

6 

1 

13 

3 

8 

6 

18 

3 

2 

11 

8 

5 

3 

19 

8 

1 

5 

2 

3 

33 

23 

51 

14 

26 

14 

32 

3 

8 

17 

31, 820 

4,  106 
73,  653 

6 

31,429 

1,  052 
10,  146 
117 
572 
26,  875 

208 

224 

12,596 

77 

246 

1,977 

75 

5,  341 
765 

32,  028 

4,  330 
86,  249 

83 

31,  675 

1,  052 
12,  123 
192 

5,  913 
27, 640 

6,  345 

78 

13,  224 

73 

254 

24,471 

1,089 

31,489 

1,  139 
2,909 
41, 536 
83 

4,  950 

4 

6,746 

1 

5,  353 
13,  995 

14,  614 

87 

9,  313 

117,590 

1,  024 

79,  717 

2 

1 

[46,  784 

1,403 
82,  183 

162,  862 
2,991 
82,  621 

500 

409,  646 
4,  394 
265, 304 

1,423 

309 

2,151 

16 

3,200 

372 

1,670 

265 

141 

1,003 

34,423 

9,815 

29,679 

17 

33,  347 

4,  009 
10,726 

7,  919 

2,  940 
22,  066 

35,  846 
10,  124 
31, 830 

33 

36,  547 
4,  381 

12,396 
8,  184 
3,081 
23,069 

17,712 

374 

1, 287 
.  185 

2,409 

16 

516 

257 

83 

257 

8,997 
158 
3,  833 

6 

477 

10,979 

9,791 

305 

548 

34 

1,541 

135,  098 

7,  082 

14,  292 

1,  688 

483 

37, 000 

2 

p,  253 
11,  258 
14,  871 
3,376 
586 
26, 594 

67,  183 
705 

4,  699 

4 

774 
29,  839 

2,  500 

520 

200 

3,  925 

314,436 
14,463 
20,  090 
3,580 
5,  285 
56,433 

TOTALS 

28 

51 

39 

57 

46 

221 

179,776 

21,509 

201, 285 

41,  614 

1,456 

81,499 

76,  716 

36,233 

393,  974 

7 

|34,  308  1 

351, 678 

7,  645 

1,093,631 

10,550 

154, 941 

165,491 

FIRI 

S  WI  ' 

THIN 

AND 

WITHOUT  F 

ORES  T  RES 

E 

RVE 

s 

Campers 

12 

5 

4 

8 

5 

34 

31,  820 

208 

32,  028 

6,  345 

73 

24,471 

1,  139 

14,  614 

117, 59C 

2 

[46,  784 

162,  862 

— 

409,  646 

1,432 

34,430 

35,  862 

Smoker  s 

5 

6 

3 

6 

3 

23 

4,  106 

224 

4,  330 

78 

254 

1,  089 

2,909 

87 

1,  024 

1,403 

2,  991 

— 

4,  394 

309 

9,  815 

10,  124 

Settlers 

2 

4 

8 

18 

19 

51 

73,653 

12, 596 

86,  249 

13,224  1 

— 

31,489 

41, 536 

9,  313 

79,  717 

1 

.82,  183 

82,  621 

500 

265,  304 

2,  151 

29,  679 

31, 830 

Railways 

1 

12 

1 

— 

— 

14 

6 

77 

83 

— 

— 

— 

83 

— 

— 

— 

16 

17 

33 

Lightning 

7 

11 

6 

3 

8 

35 

31,436 

246 

31,682 

17,718 

16 

8,  998 

4,950 

9,791 

135,  120 

2 

p,  297 

67,  198 

314,495 

3,447 

33,483 

36,  930 

Lumbering 

6 

4 

1 

2 

1 

14 

1,  052 

— 

1,  052 

374 

516 

158 

4 

305 

7,  082 

11, 258 

705 

2,  500 

14,463 

372 

4,  009 

4,381 

Incendiary 

— 

3 

13 

11 

5 

32 

10,  146 

1,977 

12,  123 

1,287 

257 

3,833 

6,746 

548 

14, 292 

14,  871 

4,  699 

520 

20,090 

1,670 

10,726 

12, 396 

Public  Works 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

4 

119 

75 

194 

185 

— 

8 

1 

— 

1,  688 

3,  376 

4 

200 

3,  580 

281 

7,919 

8,  200 

Unclassified 

1 

5 

— 

— 

2 

8 

572 

5,  341 

5,  913 

— 

83 

477 

5,  353 

34 

483 

586 

774 

3,  925 

5,  285 

141 

2,  940 

3,  081 

Unknown 

1 

2 

3 

8 

3 

17 

26,  875 

765 

27,640 

2,409 

257 

10,979 

13,995 

1, 541 

37,  000 

26,  594 

29,  839 

— 

56,433 

1,003 

22,  066 

23,069 

TOTALS 

35 

55 

39 

57 

46 

232 

179,785 

21,509 

201, 294 

41,620 

1,456 

81, 5C2 

76.716 

36,  233 

393,  996 

7 

134,  352 

351,  693 

7,  645 

1,  093,690 

10,822 

155,  084 

165,  906 

SUM 

MARY 

BY  DIVISIC 

DNS 

Forest  Pro¬ 

tection  Area 

21 

45 

39 

56 

45 

206 

179,663 

16,429 

196, 092 

41,429 

1,456 

81,499 

71,708 

36, 233 

392,  284 

7 

bo,  928 

351, 678 

3,  520 

1,  086,  126 

10,  286 

147, 071 

157,357 

Outside 

Reserves 

7 

6 

_ 

1 

! 

15 

113 

5,080 

5,  193 

185 

_ 

5,  008 

_ 

1,  690 

3,  380 

— 

4,  125 

7,  505 

264 

7,  870 

8,  134 

Clearwater 

3 

3 

(, 

22 

44 

15 

59 

215 

134 

349 

Bow  River 

4 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

5 

2 

_ 

2 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

_ 

— 

— 

57 

9 

66 

Crowsnest 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

35 

55 

39 

57 

46 

232 

179,785 

21,509 

201, 294 

41,620 

1,456 

81, 502 

76,  716 

36,233 

393,  996 

4 

34,  352 

351,693 

7,645 

1,  093,690 

10,  822 

155,  0S4 

165,906 

ANNUAL,  STATEMENT  OF  FIRES  BY  CAUSES,  MONTHLY  DISTRIBUTION, 
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3  > 

2  S 

31 

01  * 

Area 

Acres 

32,  028 

4,  330 

86, 249 

83 

31,675 

1,  052 

12, 123 

192 

5,  913 

27, 640 

201, 285 

S  s 
*  8 

•  OOCOrHT^vO^CMCOOOt^ 

o  CO  CM  in  r-H  f\J  i-h  rO  f-i 

z 

221 

m 

O' 

<U 

<D  > 

«  * 

« ts 

Area 

Acres 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

O' 

Pm 

^  0 

Pm 

I  -  1  1  1  1  l  “  1  1 

- 

m 

Dec. 

-  i  i  i  i  I  i  j  r  I 

- 

m 

MONTHLY  DISTRIBUTION 

> 

0 

Z 

i  -  i  i  i  r  |  |  I 

- 

- 

Oct. 

"  rn  "  N  1  |  -H  |  ^ 

CO 

vD 

Sept. 

CO 

vD 

Aug. 

(  j 

rM 

O' 

July 

2 

6 

16 

1 

1 

2 

1 

O' 

CM 

2 

J  une 

7 

4 

6 

3 

9 

3 

12 

1 

2 

7 

m 

CM 

May 

8 

4 

25 

4 

2 

4 

12 

i 

3 

2 

CM 

Apr . 

i  i  I  l  i  *  „  1  1  | 

CO 

Mar. 

-  i  i  i  i  -  i  l  1  1 

CM 

- 

Feb. 

-  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

- 

in 

Jan. 

1  |  i  1  i  1  I  !  !  1 

1 

1 

Area 

Acres 

32, 028 

4,  330 

86, 249 

83 

31, 682 

1, 052 

12, 123 

194 

5,  913 

27, 640 

201, 294 

Damage 

$ 

409, 646 

4,  394 

265, 304 

Nil 

314,495 

14,463 

20, 090 

3,  580 

5,285 

56,433 

1,093,  690 

NUMBER 

P.C. 

15 

10 

22 

6 

15 

6 

14 

2 

3 

7 

100 

Total 

34 

23 

51 

14 

35 

14 

32 

4 

8 

17 

232 

H 

5 

3 

19 

8 

1 

5 

2 

3 

46 

O 

(M 

Q 

CO  vO  oo  |  cO  CM  -h  — <  I  00 

in 

CM 

O 

4 

3 

8 

1 

6 

1 

13 

3 

CO 

r- 

« 

5 

6 

4 

12 

11 

4 

3 

3 

5 

2 

m 

CM 

C 

12 

5 

2 

1 

7 

6 

1 

1 

m 

2 

CAUSE 

Camp-fires 

Smokers 

Settlers 

Railways 

Lightning 

Lumbering 

Incendiary 

Public  Works 

Unclassified 

Unknown 

TOTALS 

Per  cent. 
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DRAWN  BY 
TECHNICAL  DIVISION 


NUMBER  OF  FIRES 
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20 

15 

10 

5 

0 

25 

20 

15 

10 

5 

0 

— r 

1 

20 

15 

10 

5 

0 

25 

20 

15 

10 

5 

0 

NUMBER  OF 
INCENDIARY  FIRE 

1955 

;S  _ 

■ 

I 

1 

■ 

n 

■ 

1 

_  ( 

NUMBER  OF  FIRE 

CAUSED  BY  SETTI 

1955 

s 

l_EP5 _ 

>; 

i 

\  ■ 

l 

ROCKY 

EDSON 

WHITECOURT 

LAC  LA  BICHE 

SLAVE  LAKE 

GRAND  PRAIRIE 

PEACE  RIVER 

EAST  SLOPE 

OTHERS 

DISTRICTS 

DRAWN  BY 
TECHNICAL  DIVISION 
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DRAWN  BY 
TECHNICAL  DIVISION 
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NUMBER  OF  FIRES 

CAUSED  BY  LIGHTNING 

1955 

1 

m 

1 

1 

1 

NUMBER  OF  FIRES 
CAUSED  BY  LUMBERING 

1955 

a 

1 

m 

■ 

1 

> 

o 

o 

cc 

z 

o 

CD 

Q 

UJ 

WHITECOURT 

LAC  LA  BICHE 

SLAVE  LAKE 

GRANDE  PRAIRIE 

PEACE  RIVER 

EAST  SLOPE 

OTHERS 

DISTRICTS 

20 


10 


20 


ORAWN  BY 
TECHNICAL  DIVISION 
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TIMBER  CUT  UNDER  PERMIT  AEBERTA  FOREST  RESERVES 
FISCAL  YEAR  1955  -  1956 


Bow  River 

Crowsnest 

Clearwater 

Total 

Number  of  Peri 

33 

129 

173 

1, 000 
317, 888 

6 

168 
183 
237, 124 
1,  003,  335 

Fuelwood  (cord™)1  S 

5 

5 

Lumber  | ft  'R  j 

236  124 

Round  Timber  (lineal  feet) 

553  447 

132,  000 

TIMBER  OPERATIONS  ON  ALBERTA  FOREST  RESERVES 
FISCAL  YEAR.  1955  -  1956 


Bow  River  Crowsnest  Clearwater  Total 


Number  of  Active  Operations  —  42 

Fuelwood  (cords)- -  - 

Lath  (pieces) -  - 

Lumber  (F.  B.  M.  ) - 17,  326,  473 

Poles  and  Piling  (lineal  feet) —  - 

Pulpwood  (cords) -  - 

Railway  Ties  (pieces) -  - 

Round  Timber  (lineal  feet) -  1,  120,  080 


19 

60 

121 

344 

_ — 

344 

452, 950 

— 

452, 950 

477, 977  25,  866, 640 

61,  671, 090 

17, 433 

136,420 

153, 853 

— 

798 
56, 316 

798 
56, 316 

467, 588 

— 

1, 587, 668 

TIMBER  OPERATIONS  ON  LANDS  OUTSIDE  OF  FOREST  RESERVES 
FISCAL  YEAR  1955  -  1956 


Timber  Berths 
and 

Special  Permits 


Number  of  Active  Operations - 

Fuelwood  (cords ) 

827 

101 

Lath  (pieces) 

553  750 

333  991  1  (P 

6  911 

Poles  and  Piling  (lineal  feet) 

QQ  ^22 

46  060 

1  226  117 

1  36°  518 

Railway  Ties  (pieces) 

Round  Timber  (lineal  feet) 

78°  703 

Slabs  (cords) - — — 

328 

SETTLERS'  TIMBER  PERMITS 


Number  of  Permits - — -  1,458 

Fuelwood  (cords) - - - — -  5,088 

Lumber  (F.  B.  M.  ) - — - 8,  027,  486 

Pulpwood  (cords) . . — - -  6,896 

Round  Timber  for  Mines,  Fencing,  Corrals, 

Building  logs,  etc.  (lineal  feet) -  1,449,737 

Timber  Seizures  (number) -  41 

Custom  Sawmill  Permits  (number) -  194 


SUMMARY  OF  TIMBER  OPERATIONS  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS  AND  ALBERTA  FOREST  RESERVES 

FISCAL  YEAR  1955  -  1956 
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Custom  Sawmill  Permits  (number)  -  -  -  -  194 


NEW  CONSTRUCTION  PROJECTS 


FORESTRY 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  YEAR'S  OPERATIONS,  1955  -  56 
LOOKOUT  STATIONS 


Engine  Time 

Gas 

Oil 

Messages 

Words 

hrs. 

gals. 

qts . 

Alder  Flats 

1,  535 

315 

24 

360 

8,  081 

Athabasca 

312.  2 

90  1/2 

7  1/4 

825 

13, 299 

Bald  Mountain 

356.  7 

78 

10  1/2 

225 

3,  813 

Battle  River 

446 

98 

11 

189 

3,  039 

Br azeau 

473.  3 

125 

10 

467 

7,  167 

Carrot  Creek 

298.4 

65 

6 

298 

4,  016 

Clear  Hills 

613.  2 

134 

10  1/2 

219 

3,  426 

Conklin 

423.  2 

108 

9 

206 

2,  673 

Cowpar  Lake 

26 

345 

Economy  Creek 

672.  5 

140 

10 

27  8 

4,  647 

Goose  Mountain 

457.  3 

110 

8 

191 

2,  367 

Heart  Lake 

681. 6 

154 

12 

336 

6,  924 

Lovett 

384.  8 

101 

6 

586 

8,  646 

Mayberne 

365.  1 

97 

6 

308 

3,  888 

Naylor  Hills 

458.  9 

126 

6 

161 

2,  595 

Nose  Mountain 

141. 2 

34 

1/2 

260 

4,406 

Pelican  Mountain 

477.7 

98 

11 

203 

2,  523 

Puskwaskau 

276.  5 

82 

7 

287 

5,  394 

Round  Hill 

342.  8 

68 

6 

215 

3,  209 

Salt  Prairie 

324 

80 

7 

250 

3,  206 

Snuff  Mountain 

446.2 

113 

10 

240 

4,  187 

Stony  Mountain 

556.  1 

155 

10 

195 

2,  460 

Swan  Dive 

262.  8 

65  1/2 

7 

228 

2,  695 

Sweathouse 

435.  8 

94 

17  1/4 

272 

3,  513 

Thickwood  Hills 

9 

220 

Whitecourt 

796.  8 

126 

10 

347 

5,  598 

White  Mountain 

330.  8 

78 

7  1/2 

255 

4,  509 

Whitemud 

675.7 

130 

11  1/2 

244 

4,  655 

TOTAL 

12,544.6  , 

2,  865 

241 

7,  680 

121, 501 

HEADQUARTER  STATIONS 


5  766 

129, 190 
299, 175 
50,716 
88, 803 
75,  361 
57, 955 
44, 528 
78,477 

Edro  out  on 

12  294 

9  775 

4  370 

T  o  T  o  "R  i  ^ 

3  356 

9  110 

9  155 

TAT  V»  -i  4-  /”*  ai  i  -y  +- 

3  866 

TOTAL 

36, 692 

824, 205 

GRAND  TOTAL 

44, 372 

945, 706 
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GRAZING  STATEMENT 
ON  FOREST  RESERVES  1955  -  56 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Forest 

Permits 

Horses 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Bow  River 

81 

265 

7,  557 

Crowsnest 

199 

20 

14, 120 

1,  015 

Clearwater 

12 

87 

138 

TOTAL 

292 

372 

21, 815 

1, 015 

Total  for  the  Period  Average 

1931  -  55  Incl.  Per  year 


Number  of  Permits 

11, 586 

463 

Number  of  Horses 

59,  525 

2,  381 

Number  of  Cattle 

557, 179 

22,287 

Number  of  Sheep 

95, 290 

3,  812 

FISH  AND  GAME  ADMINISTRATION 
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Fish  and  Game  Administration 

REPORT  OF  THE  FISH  AND  GAME  COMMISSIONER 
E.  S.  Huestis 


Each  year  the  wildlife  resources  of  the  province  are  assuming  a 
more  important  role  as  recreational  and  aesthetic  outlets.  The  trend 
towards  a  greater  resident  and  non-resident  participation  in  the  two 
most  important  outdoor  activities  -  hunting  and  fishing  -  is  readily  seen 
in  the  tabulation  of  licenses  and  permits  issued  in  recent  years.  The 
purchase  of  hunting  licenses  and  angling  permits  is  an  all-time  high  in 
the  history  of  the  province. 

Concomitant  with  this  increased  activity  was  a  dilation  of  biological 
endeavour  over  a  greater  proportion  of  the  province.  The  annual  win¬ 
ter  aerial  elk  survey  and  the  extensive  range  forage  survey  in  the  Crows - 
nest  Forest  Reserve,  and  winter  ground  surveys  in  the  Crowsnest,  Bow 
and  Clearwater  Forest  Reserves  allowed  a  more  complete  assessment 
of  future  elk,  moose  anddeer  hunting  potentialities.  With  a  mid-summer 
enlargement  of  the  biological  staff ,  big  game  investigations  were  started 
in  that  area  west  of  Edmonton,  formerly  known  as  the  Athabasca  Forest 
Reserve.  In  southern  Alberta,  the  first  comprehensive  aerial  antelope 
survey,  made  in  July,  marked  the  beginning  of  increased  management  of 
this  valuable  big  game  resource. 

Pheasant  census  work  was  continued  in  the  Eastern  Irrigation  Dis¬ 
trict  and  the  Camrose  area.  Surveys  in  these  areas  -  representative  of 
the  southern  irrigated  lands  and  the  extensive  parkland  -  semi-forested 
region  in  central  Alberta,  yielded  pertinent  information  on  winter  mor¬ 
tality,  productivity  and  late  fall  population  sizes. 

The  Fish  and  Game  staff  once  again  provided  material  assistance 
for  the  annual  province-wide  waterfowl  survey.  This  survey  is  made 
jointly  by  the  Canadian  Wildlife  Service,  the  United  States  Fish  and  Wild¬ 
life  Service  and  the  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests. 

The  big  game  season  carried  new  responsibilities  in  the  way  of 
checking  stations  located  at  strategic  points.  The  opportunity  to  shoot 
female  elk  was  extended  to  include  the  Livingstone  Valley  and  adjacent 
areas . 

Big  game  hunting  was  not  only  more  popular  this  year,  but  the  over¬ 
all  kill  was  438  per  cent  higher  than  in  1954.  The  reason  for  this  signi¬ 
ficant  increase  in  harvest  was  the  re-opening  of  the  shooting  season  for 
moose  anddeer  throughout  most  of  the  province.  It  appears  that  a  great 
number  of  hunters  either  prefer  to  hunt  deer  or  moose,  or  that  with  three 
instead  of  one  species  of  antlered  game  offered,  more  hunters  take  to 
the  field  during  the  season.  The  moose  and  deer  kill  this  year  consti¬ 
tuted  almost  80  per  cent  of  all  the  big  game  shot.  The  harvest  on  the 
other  species  of  big  game  changed  only  slightly  over  the  1954  kill.  Note¬ 
worthy  is  the  small  number  of  animals  that  were  killed  in  the  Carbon- 
dale  district,  where  a  very  high  rate  of  success  was  encountered  in  1954. 
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Also  notable  is  the  large  proportion  contributed  by  moose  to  the  total 
number  of  animals  shot  north  of  number  one  highway. 

Resident  hunting  success  has  shown  a  steady  rise  since  1952  and 
reached  the  remarkable  figure  of  50  per  cent  this  year.  The  non-resident 
hunting  success  soared  to  almost  93  per  cent. 

The  provincial  kill  of  upland  game  birds  and  migratory  waterfowl 
was  13  per  cent  higher  than  in  1954.  The  most  heavily  harvested  duck, 
goose  and  upland  bird  was  the  mallard,  Canada  goose  and  pheasant  re¬ 
spectively.  However,  the  early  approach  of  winter  cut  short  the  upland 
bird  game  hunting  for  the  year. 

Pheasant  hunting  was  again  excellent  in  the  Eastern  Irrigation  Dis¬ 
trict.  Of  the  182,400  pheasants  shot  in  the  province,  61  per  cent,  or 
more  than  1 1 1 , 000  were  shot  in  this  highly  popular  1,450,240  acre  area. 
This  irrigation  district  also  provided  over  37  per  cent  of  the  total  Hun¬ 
garian  partridge  kill  of  134,  900  birds.  Notably,  areas  such  as  Magrath, 
Vauxhall  and  Strathmore  also  produced  excellent  pheasant  hunting. 

The  provincial  Game  Farm  and  pheasant  hatchery  at  Brooks  was 
active  again  this  year.  Following  pheasant  habitat  assessment  investi¬ 
gations,  a  total  of  4,  507  pheasants  were  released  at  selected  sites  in 
southern  and  central  Alberta. 

Farmer -hunter  relations  appeared  to  be  more  cordial  than  over  the 
pastfewyears,  particularly  in  areas  where  much  criticism  prevailed  in 
1954.  All  concerned  organizations  appeared  willing  to  co-operate  with 
one  another  in  order  to  arbitrate  on  the  question  of  hunting  privilege  on 
private  land. 

The  fur  season  ending  in  May,  1955,  provided  a  very  large  crop  of 
muskrat  pelts  to  the  market.  The  following  winter,  however,  the  musk¬ 
rat  population  in  southern  Alberta  was  practically  decimated  by  low 
water  and  prolonged  frost.  Hence,  the  quantity  of  this  fur  provided  to 
the  market  in  the  early  spring  of  1956  was  slightly  less  than  50  per  cent 
of  the  total  for  the  previous  year. 

Beaver  production  declined  29  per  cent  from  the  previous  year  with 
pelt  prices  slightly  lower .  All  indications  show  no  appreciable  reduction 
in  the  beaver  population  in  the  Province.  The  decline  in  the  number  of 
beaver  taken  is  attributed  to  the  very  cold  winter  and  excessive  depth  of 
snow  which  made  trapping  very  difficult. 

The  predator  problem  in  the  green  area  of  the  province  is  better  than 
it  has  been  for  some  time.  As  far  as  wolves  are  concerned  they  present 
little  or  no  problem.  This  is  due  in  a  large  part  to  the  continued  rabies 
control  program  carried  on  over  the  past  four  years. 


The  commercial  production  of  nine  million  pounds  of  fish  was  slightly 
less  than  the  total  poundage  for  the  previous  year.  It  is  of  interest  to 
note  that  the  catch  of  whitefish  reached  a  record  high  of  three  million, 
six  hundred  thousand  pounds  and  a  market  value  of  eight  hundred  and 
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seventy  thousand  dollars.  The  tullibee  which  is  in  steady  demand  by  the 
fur  farm  industry  accounted  for  three  million,  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  pounds,  being  a  catch  somewhat  smaller  than  last  reported. 
No  significant  trend  in  the  catchability  of  pike,  perch  and  pickerel,  is 
observed  over  the  past  few  years.  These  three  species  of  fish  are  not 
favoured  by  the  export  trade  and  consequently  the  major  fishing  effort 
is  directed  towards  the  take  of  whitefish. 

The  export  of  fish  from  Alberta  has  not  varied  greatly  over  the  past 
three  years.  With  an  increased  production  of  whitefish  for  the  year,  the 
domestic  consumption  of  whitefish  rose  to  forty  per  cent  of  the  total 
catch.  This  represents  a  ten  per  cent  increase  over  last  year  and  may 
be  attributed  to  low  prices  and  heavy  productions  from  Pigeon  and  Wab- 
amun  Lakes  during  the  winter  months. 

Angling  conditions  were  generally  satisfactory  throughout  the  pro¬ 
vince  with  considerably  more  interest  being  taken  in  the  small  lakes  and 
reservoirs  stocked  with  trout.  These  small  waters  stocked  with  trout 
in  the  spring  produce  thirteen-  to  sixteen-ounce  fish  by  fall,  and  up  to 
two-  to  three-pound  fish  the  second  summer.  Recovery  by  anglers  of 
the  first  and  second  stockings  amount  to  roughly  one  fifth  by  numbers 
and  sixty  fold  by  weight.  In  many  of  these  lakes  poor  fishing  is  encoun¬ 
tered  during  July  and  August.  The  poor  fishing  is  attributed  to  the  low 
oxygen  levels  in  the  deeper  waters  and  the  relatively  high  water  tem¬ 
peratures  in  the  upper  well  oxygenated  levels. 

From  studies  made  of  these  small  waters  it  is  believed  that  the  third 
and  subsequent  stockings  make  poor  growth  and  have  very  low  survival. 
It  is  thought  this  is  due  to  competition  with  the  population  established  by 
the  earlier  plants.  The  best  procedure  for  the  successful  management 
of  these  projects  indicate  the  necessity  of  removing  the  whole  population 
every  four  or  five  years  and  beginning  again. 

An  early  freeze-up  with  extensive  snow  cover  during  the  winter  in¬ 
dicated  the  possibility  of  winter -kill  on  a  number  of  trout  stocked  lakes. 
This  was  subsequently  confirmed  in  several  instances.  The  same  long 
winter  did  not  appear  to  affect  trout  in  streams  abnormally. 

Grassy  Lake  was  perhaps  the  most  productive  of  all  trout  fisheries 
in  southern  Alberta  in  terms  of  the  large  area  accomodated  and  the  num¬ 
bers  of  fish  caught  by  each  angler.  Chichako  Lake  and  Cottage  Lake  in 
the  Edmonton  area  also  provided  excellent  creel  returns  and  proved  the 
more  popular  of  the  small,  trout-stocked  lakes. 

A  creel  census  was  continued  at  Spray  Lake.  In  summary,  visits 
to  the  lake  in  1 955  constituted  an  increase  over  1954  but  a  decrease  from 
1953.  The  number  of  fish  caught  per  visit  is  lower  in  1955  than  for  both 
previous  years  and  most  notable  is  the  drop  in  the  number  of  cutthroat 
trout  caught  per  visit.  2,  351  cards  were  returned  by  anglers  at  the 
Three  Sisters  checking  point.  Officers  were  in  attendance  from  June 
30th to  late  in  September  and  the  usual  high  percentage  of  visitors  com¬ 
pleted  angling  cards. 

The  Calgary  fish  hatchery  suffer  ed  perhaps  the  severest  mortalities 
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in  its  history.  It  is  believed  that  the  explanation  for  these  mortalities 
lies  in  the  water  supply  and  that  the  bacteria  which  were  observed  mul¬ 
tiplied  readily  on  fish  weakened  by  a  toxic  substance  in  the  water.  The 
new  addition  to  the  hatchery  was  completed  by  the  Calgary  Brewing  and 
Malting  Company  Ltd.  and  readied  for  occupancy  by  early  fall.  It  in¬ 
corporated  a  new  office  and  laboratory  for  the  use  of  the  hatchery  staff. 


A  dam  at  the  Raven  Trout  Rearing  Station  was  completed  and  a  water 
breakdown  system  installed.  Operations  at  the  Raven  ponds  were  satis¬ 
factory  and  a  very  good  return,  withhigh  percentage  survival,  was  avail¬ 
able  for  planting .  The  wooden  stave  tanks  again  proved  to  be  an  efficient 
unit  for  rearing  trout. 


For  the  sixth  consecutive  year  the  Alberta  Biological  Station  was 
operated  at  Gorge  Creek  and  for  the  second  year  at  Beaver  Creek.  Trout 
stream  research  at  Gorge  Creek  included  comparative  survival  of 
hatchery  trout  with  and  without  competition,  conclusion  of  the  1954  ex¬ 
periment,  mortality  and  weight  changes  of  trout  with  and  without  compe¬ 
tition,  and  the  home  territory  of  wild  trout.  At  Beaver  Creek  studies 
were  made  of  the  over -winter  survival  of  1954  plants  of  Brown  trout, 
over -winter  survival  of  resident  fish,  and  survival  of  hatchery  Brown 
trout  with  no  competition.  Also  research  included  survival  of  cutthroat 
trout  with  normal  competition,  mortality  and  weight  changes. 


During  the  summer  of  1954,  an  eaglet  was  taken  from  its  nest  and 
reared  at  the  Gorge  Creek  Biological  Station.  This  was  one  of  the  two 
eaglets  hatched  at  an  eyrie  on  Missing  Link  Mountain.  The  rearing  of 
this  eaglet  stimulated  an  interest  in  the  bird's  food  habits  and  led  to  a 
food  study  of  the  eagles  in  1955. 

The  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  habits  and  range  of  the  Blue  Grouse  in 
Alberta  led  to  the  study  of  this  bird  in  the  Gorge  Creek  area  in  1955. 
Few  definite  conclusions  were  revealed  after  one  summer's  study,  how¬ 
ever  the  grouse  were  much  more  abundant  than  a  superficial  survey 
would  show. 


A  detailed  study  of  the  bighorn  sheep  of  the  Sheep  River  drainage 
system  was  begun  in  1955  with  headquarters  at  Gorge  Creek.  These  are 
the  third  bighorn  sheep  observations  that  have  been  made  near  Gorge 
Creek  in  the  last  five  years.  The  work  during  the  past  summer  included 
a  study  of  food,  numbers,  behaviour,  predation  and  mineral  require¬ 
ments  of  the  animal. 


The  Fish  and  Game  Branch  of  the  department  wish  to  express  their 
appreciation  for  the  co-operation  received  from  the  Royal  Canadian 
Mounted  Police  detachments  throughout  the  Province  in  connection  with 
enforcement,  and  for  their  help  in  collection  of  data  during  the  hunting 
seasons.  Our  gratitude  is  also  extended  to  the  Forest  Service  of  the 
department  for  enforcement  of  fish  and  game  laws,  assistance  and  co¬ 
operation  at  checking  stations  and  the  collection  of  valued  data  through¬ 
out  the  year. 
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GAME 


COMPARISON  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  GAME  LICENSES  ISSUED 


Kind 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Resident  Bird  Game  Licenses - 

50,965 

58,  188 

59, 281 

63, 220 

Non-Resident  (Canadian)  Bird  Game 

Lie  ens  e  s - 

454 

365 

298 

396 

Non-Resident  (Non-Canadian)  Bird 

Game  Licenses - 

406 

557 

582 

863 

Resident  Big  Game  Licenses - 

19,  862 

6,  198 

8,747 

24, 858 

Non-Resident  (Canadian)  Big  Game 

Licenses - 

8 

4 

4 

13 

Non-Resident  (Non -Canadian)  Big 

Game  Licenses - - 

84 

78 

95 

131 

GAME  LICENSES 

April  1st,  1955  to  March  31st, 

1956 

Number  of 


Kind 


Licenses 

F  ee 

Amount 

63, 220 

$  2.50 

$  158,  050.  00 

396 

5.00 

1, 980. 00 

863 

25.00 

21, 575. 00 

24, 858 

5.00 

124, 290. 00 

13 

50.00 

650. 00 

131 

100. 00 

13,  100.00 

24 

Free 

14 

5.00 

70.00 

390 

5.  00 

1,  950.00 

73 

25.  00 

1, 825.00 

168 

2.50 

420.00 

—  6 

1.00 

6.00 

19 

5.00 

95.  00 

1 

Free 

39 

25.00 

975.00 

4 

Various 

24.00 

3,  885 

3.00 

11,655.00 

8 

Various 

80.  00 

68 

5.00 

340.00 

3 

25.00 

75.  00 

Residents'  Bird  Game  Licenses - 

Non-Residents'  (Canadian)  Bird  Game - 

Non-Residents'  (Non -Canadian)  Bird  Game- 
Residents'  Big  Game  Licenses - 


Non-Residents'  (Canadian)  Big  Game 
Licenses— - 


Non-Residents'  (Non-Canadian)  Big 

Game  Licenses - 

Permit  to  Collect - - 


Taxidermists'  Licenses - 

Residents'  Special — - 

Non-Residents'  Special  — 
Guide's  Licenses  (Class 
Guide's  Licenses  (Class 

Game  Farms - 

Game  F arms - 


&  "B")- 


Outfitter's  Licenses 
Fur  Farms  - 


Resident  Trapper's  Licenses 
Dog  Trainers  - 


Residents'  Spring  Bear - 

Non-Residents'  Spring  Bear- 


BOUNTY  ON  COUGARS  -  SEASON  1955-56 

Cougars  killed  from  April  1st,  1955  to  March  31st,  1956 

28  Cougars  at  $  15.  00 - $420.00 

7  Cougars  at  40.00 -  280.00 


LICENSED  ALBERTA  FUR  FARMS 


Beaver  — 
Muskrats 
Raccoon  — 


2 

1 

1 
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ALBERTA  FUR  PRODUCTION  -  SEASON  1955-56 
(WILD  FUR) 


Badger - 

Beaver - 

Ermine - 

Fisher - 

Silver  Fox - 

Cross  Fox - 

Red  Fox - 

White  Fox - 

Blue  F  ox - 

Lynx - 

Marten - 

Mink  - 

Muskrats  - 

Otter - 

Jack  Rabbits  — 

Skunk  - 

Squirrel - 

Coyote  - 

Timber  Wolves 
Wolverine  - 

Total 


Total  Number  Average  Value  Total  Value 
of  Pelts  of  Pelts  of  Pelts 


9 

$  .50 

$  4. 50 

24, 694 

10.45 

258, 052. 30 

89, 476 

1.27 

113,  634.  52 

178 

18.  38 

3,  271. 64 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

36 

.  85 

30.  60 

50 

.  50 

25.00 

56 

11.50 

644. 00 

7 

4.00 

28,00 

1,  184 

6.01 

7,  115. 84 

219 

7.41 

1,  622.79 

3,  897 

16.77 

65, 352. 69 

352, 806 

.91 

321, 053.46 

85 

21.25 

1,  806.25 

-  6, 094 

.44 

2, 681. 36 

49 

.  80 

39.20 

.693, 226 

.51 

353, 545. 26 

1, 680 

1. 58 

2, 654.40 

9 

2.  00 

18.00 

10 

15.35 

153. 50 

,  173,  778 

$  1, 131, 733. 31 
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CONVICTIONS  UNDER  THE  GAME  ACT  1955-56 
Number  of  Convictions - : - —  400 


CONFISCATED  FURS 

Amount  realized  from  the  sale  of  confiscated  fur  during  the  period 

April  1st,  1955  to  March  31st,  1956  - - - $  1,070.  62 


TRAP-LINE  REGISTRATIONS 


Number  of  Registered  Trap-Lines  and  Revenue 
April  1st,  1955  to  March  31st,  1956 

2,448  at  $10.  00 - $24,480.  00 

69  at  $20.  00- -  1,380.00 


FUR  DEALERS'  LICENSES,  ETC. 


Kind 


Number 


Revenue 


Resident  Fur  Dealer's  Licenses  to  carry 
on  business  in  a  city,  and  elsewhere 

than  in  a  city  - -  238  - $  2,  380.  00 

Non-Resident  Fur  Dealer's  Licenses  to 

carry  on  business  in  the  Province - > -  4  -  350.00 

Resident  Travelling  Fur  Purchasing 

Agent's  Licenses  -  12  300.00 

Furrier's  Licenses  -  21  210.00 

Tanner's  Licenses  -  5  50.00 


FUR  TAX  REVENUE 


Amount  collected 


$79,  937.  17 


MUSKRATS  AND  BEAVER. 

Muskrats  Permits  issued -  133 

Muskrats  reported  taken— -  4,565 

Beaver  Permits  issued  free  (Damage  to  Farmer's  Land, 

Roads  and  Irrigation)  -  93 

Beaver  reported  taken  -  332 

Beaver  Permits  issued  (On  Registered  Trap-Lines) -  1, 603 

Beaver  reported  taken  (On  Registered  Trap-Lines) - 13,  116 
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ESTIMATED  TOTAL  HARVESTS  BY  SPECIES  1952  -  55 


Big  Game 

Species 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Bighorn  sheep 

140 

130 

184 

144 

Rocky  Mtn.  goat 

80 

114 

167 

128 

Elk 

940 

1,  060 

2,  295 

2,  312 

Moose 

2,  740 

— 

— 

5,  540 

Deer 

2,  940 

— 

4,  572 

Caribou 

4 

10 

20 

9 

Black  bear 

220 

53 

181 

86 

Grizzly  bear 

10 

17 

75 

14 

Total 

7,  074 

1,  384 

2,  922 

12,  805 

Bird  Game 

Species 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Mallard 

406,  670 

511, 360 

559, 000 

630, 000 

Pintail 

104,450 

136, 430 

164,400 

159, 000 

Other  species 

169, 530 

184, 590 

183, 300 

210, 200 

Canada  goose 

18,  980 

25,  070 

25,  000 

29,400 

Snow  goose 

9,  470 

10, 340 

13,  200 

12,400 

Other  species 

4,420 

38, 160 

5,  300 

5,  700 

Pheasant 

85,  140 

122, 560 

143, 200 

182, 400 

Sharptailed  grouse 

86,460 

57, 000 

46,400 

53,  900 

Ruffed  grouse 

85, 710 

44, 130 

25, 100 

36,  000 

Hungarian  partridge 

136, 600 

140, 500 

116, 600 

134, 900 

Other  species 

3,  630 

1,  060 

130 

— 

Total  1, 

,  111, 060 

1, 271, 200 

1, 281, 630 

1,453,  900 
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FISH 

LICENSES  AND  PERMITS 


Kind 

1951-52 

1952-53 

1953-54 

1954-55 

1955-56 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

Angling  Permits  (Season) 

20, 

303 

23, 270 

30,  842 

29, 979 

36, 

472 

Angling  Permits  (Limited) 

2, 

113 

2,  318 

2,  935 

2,709 

3, 

103 

Domestic  Licenses 

118 

139 

108 

179 

137 

Fisherman's  Licenses 

4, 

926 

5,  159 

5,  129 

5,764 

5, 

365 

Commercial  Licenses 

230 

280 

366 

398 

250 

Fish  Dealer's  Licenses 

119 

93 

84 

125 

124 

Motor  Boat  Licenses 

73 

32 

39 

44 

39 

Total 

27, 

882 

31, 291 

39, 503 

39, 198 

45, 

490 

COMMERCIAL  PRODUCTION  OF  FISH 


Species 

1951-52 

1952-53 

1953-54 

1954-55 

1955-56 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Whitefish 

2,745,433 

3,  113,  007 

3, 161, 001 

3,471,  372 

3, 614, 007 

Trout 

8,  393 

10,  886 

6,  268 

35,410 

15, 906 

Pike 

513, 049 

475,485 

503, 349 

394, 796 

426, 683 

Pickerel 

224, 135 

142,446 

407, 648 

718,  696 

618,440 

Perch 

58,  972 

192,  775 

150, 544 

217,220 

119,232 

Tullibee 

5, 004, 601 

5,  703,  285 

5, 970, 966 

3, 991, 690 

3,  753,  209 

Mixed  Fish 

355, 911 

297, 932 

660, 563 

392, 542 

537,489 

Total 

8,  910,494 

9,  935,  816 

10,  860,  339 

9, 221, 726 

9, 084, 966 

Value  to  Value  as 

Weight  Fishermen  Marketed 


Lbs. 

$ 

$ 

Totals  for  year  1951-52 

8,. 910, 494 

617,  834. 15 

946, 535.62 

Totals  for  year  1952-53 

9,  935,  816 

629,  847. 60 

899,720.32 

Totals  for  year  1953-54 

10,  860,  339 

699,  150.  16 

1,  205,  969.  04 

Totals  for  year  1954-55 

9,  221,726 

720,  447.  94 

1,  199,  871. 23 

Totals  for  year  1955-56 

9, 084, 966 

751,  574. 96 

1, 291, 567. 86 

FISH  EXPORTED  FROM  ALBERTA  1955-56 

Canadian 

United  States 

Species 

Markets 

Markets 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Whitefish  - 
Pickerel  - 

Pike - - 

Perch - 

Trout  - 

Tullibee  - 


20, 127  - 

o  A  ftft 

2,  143,  903 
510  529 

O,  frDO 

388 

‘'O  027 

832 

102  252 

1  A 

£  7A« 

69,023 

Total 


29, 821 


2, 881, 502 
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1955-56 

—  147 

—  74 

STOCKING  TO  ANGLING  WATERS  1955 


Prosecutions  - 
Confiscations 


1954-55 


173 

105 


Species 

Number 

A  t*  cti  r*  mrlinrf 

8^  0^0 

m  c  tic  cri  ay  niic 

CnttliTmt  Trout 

770  ?rnn 

v_>  uiiiii.  uai  x  x  l»ui 

TT o  cf prri  RtodV  TOnt 

26  278 

Loch.  Leven  Tro\it 

aa  i  rd 

R  ainbo w  T  r  out 

1  f  7.AR 

o  1  rn  OTJ 

204, 337 

uaiiij  uii 

164  137 

p  ichercl 

R  SRQ  000 

7  run  Ron 

’ 

Total 

9,  753,  940 

PRELIMINARY  BIOLOGICAL  SURVEYS  AND 
EXAMINATIONS  MADE  DURING  1955 

PEACE  RIVER  DISTRICT 

Twin  Lake  (29-97-22-W.  5) 

Pine  Lake  (8  &  9-88-22-W.5) 

Figure  Eight  Lake  (N.E.  20-84-25-W.  5) 

Black  Duck  Lake  (7&8-83-3-W.  6) 

Sand  Lake  (S.W.  4-83-4-W.6) 

Broadfoot  Lake  (84-22-W.5) 

St.  Germaine  Lakes  (85-22  &  23-W.  5) 

Pirns  Spring  (82-23-W.5) 

N.  A.  R.  dam  on  Harmon  River  -  Nampa 
Winagami  Lake  (Tps.  76  &  77,  Rges.  18  &  19-W.5) 


GRANDE  PRAIRIE  DISTRICT 
Bear  Lake  (72-8-W.6) 


BARRHEAD  DISTRICT 

Ruxton's  Lake  (S.E.  1-65-27-W4) 

LAC  LA  BICHE  DISTRICT 


Little  Frog  Lake  No.  2  (9-67-13-W.  4) 
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ST.  PAUL  DISTRICT 

Broderick  Lake  (2  &  11-60-17-W.  4) 
Unnamed  Lake  (30-59-15-W.  4) 
Hollow  Lake  (61-19-W.4) 

Shemeluk  Lake  (S.  W.  25-60-17 -W.  4) 
Beilis  Lake  (59-25-W.4) 


BONNYVILLE  DISTRICT 

Crane  Lake  (64-4-W.4) 

Soars  Lake  (6-60-1  -W.  4) 
Unnamed  Lake  (20-56-4-W.  4) 


EDMONTON  DISTRICT 

Muir  Lake  (32-53 -27 -W.  4) 

Company  Lake  (5-52-3-W.  5) 

Lake  Eden(N.E.  13-53-2-W.5) 

Kettles  Lake  (34-53-1 -W.  5) 

Ogden  Lake  (12  &  13-53-2-W.5) 

Allen's  Beach  Lake  (N.  E.  9-53-1 -W.  5) 
Miller  Pond  (S.E.  4-52-1-W.5) 

Clausen  Lake  (23-51 -2-W.  5) 

Fuhr's  Pond  (5-53-1-W.5) 

Unnamed  Lake  (34-51 -22-W.  4) 

Hennig  Lake  (S.W.  13-57-19-W.4) 
Taylor  Lake  (20-59-23-W.  4) 

Saunders  Lake  (27  &  28-50-24-W.  4) 
Gladu  Lake  (S.E.  9 -54-27 -W.  4) 
Halfmoon  Lake  (6-52-21  -W.  4) 

Tofield  Reservoir  (2  &  1 1 -51 -1  9-W.  4) 


VERMILION  DISTRICT 

Moose  Lake  (12  &  13-56-13-W.  4) 

Sandy  Lake  (28-56-13-W.  4) 

Unnamed  Lake  (21 -56-13-W.  4) 

Cucumber  Lake  (2-55-5-W.4) 

West  Lake  (N.  E.  12-54-6-W.4) 

Deer  Lake  (1-53-5-W.4) 

Shuster  Lake  (25  &  35-43-5-W.4) 

Malloy's  Lake  (28  &  33-42-4-W.4) 

Dempsey  Lake  (30-42-4-W.  4) 

Duckpond  Lake  (N.  W.  30-42-4-W.  4) 

Dilberry  Lake 

Elliot  Lake  (9-47 -2-W.  4) 

Eaton  Lake  (4  miles  N.  of  Paradise  Valley) 
Sutherland  Lake  (49-2-W.4) 

Doskoch  Lake  (W.  21 -50-1 1 -W.  4) 

Taft  Lake  (S.  W.  5-44-4-W.4) 

West  Lake  No.  2  (1 8-54-5-W.  4) 
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HANNA  DISTRICT 

Loyalist  Reservoir  (6-35-7-W.4) 

Cap  Eyre  Lake  (30-38-6-W.  4) 

Bott  Lake  (7  &  8-43-10-W.4) 

Schultz  Lake  (4-41  -1 2-W.  4) 

Hargraves  Lake  (2-38-6-W.4) 

Hales  Lake  (10-38-6-W.4) 

Majors  Lake  (10,  11,  14,  15-25-9-W.4) 
Dugout  on  Flaode  farm  (26 -42-9 -W.  4) 
Dugout  on  Gibson  farm  (26-51  -9-W.  4) 


CAMROSE  DISTRICT 

Lein's  Lake  (N.  E.  21 -43 - 1 9-W.  4) 
Heisler  Pond  (S.  E.  4-45-20-W.4) 
Little  Beaver  Lake  (3-44-21 -W.  4) 
Netterville  Pond  (39-19-W.4) 
Haunted  Lakes  (39  &  40-22-W.4) 
Magic  Lake  (2-43-24-W.  4) 

Walroths  Pond  (N.  E.  23-40-24-W.  4) 
Lake  No.  20  (N.  E.  30-42-24-W.  4) 
Stretch's  Lake  (43-25-W.4) 


PONOKA  DISTRICT 

Lost  Lake  (4  &  9-44-1 -W.  5) 


RED  DEER  DISTRICT 

Blackfalds  Lake  (32-39-26-W.  4) 


CALGARY  WEST  DISTRICT 

Kananaskis  Lakes  (Pocaterra)  (19-9-W.5) 
Cochrane  West  Lake  (28-26-4-W.  5) 
Skinners  Lake  (36-27-3-W.  5) 


CALGARY  EAST  DISTRICT 

Adam's  Lake  (31  -24-18-W.  4) 
Mottis  Dam  (32-25-21 -W.  4) 


HIGH  RIVER  DISTRICT 

Nielsons  Lake  (S.  E.  31 -18-21 -W.  4) 
Stokes  Lake  (S.W.  10-18-20-W.4) 
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LETHBRIDGE  DISTRICT 

Cross  Coulee  Reservoir  (5-20-W.4) 

Scope  Reservoir  (12-14-W.4) 

Ridge  Reservoir  (4  &  5-19  &  20-W.4) 
Henderson  Lake  (8-21-W.4) 

Chin  Lakes  (Tps.  7,  8,  9-Rges.  17  &  18-W.4) 
Travers  Reservoir  (14  &  15-21  &  22-W.4) 


WATERSHED  SURVEYS  (Preliminary) 

Athabasca  Drainage 

Athabasca  River,  Hinton  to  Whitecourt 
Slave  River 

Peace  River  Drainage 

Nose  Creek  ) 

Pinto  Creek  )  Wapiti  Drainage  -  all  general 

Stetson  Creek  )  observations  on  these  waters 

Torrens  River  ) 

North  Saskatchewan  Drainage 

Trout  Creek 
Rough  Creek 
Cline  River 

General  observations  on:  CowCreek,  Clear  Creek,  Hereford  Creek, 
MacDonald  Creek,  Coral  Creek 

Red  Deer  Drainage 

Upper  James  River 
Wilson  Creek 
Bread  Creek 
Teepee  Pole  Creek 
Williams  Creek 
Scalp  Creek 
Grease  Creek 
Harold  Creek 

General  observations  on:  Fore  Creek,  Hosegood  Creek,  Bergen 
Creek,  Beaverdam  Creek,  Stoney  Creek,  Silver  Creek,  Fair  Creek, 
Lobstick  Creek,  North  Raven  River,  Blueberry  Creek 


Number  of  Visits  Number  of  Fish  Caught  Average  No.  Fish  Caught  per  Visit 
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1953  1954  1955  1953  1954  1955  1953  1954  1955 
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Technical  Division 

Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Technical  Division 

T.  W.  Dalkin 


For  the  fourth  consecutive  year  the  area  of  lands  patented  continues 
to  be  on  the  increase  after  a  general  decline  since  the  year  1939. 

This  year  legal  descriptions  were  prepared  for  622  notifications 
covering  an  area  of  117,  135.075  acres,  more  or  less,  for  which  Certi¬ 
ficates  of  Title  were  issued  in  the  Land  Titles  Offices,  whilst  in  the  pre- 
viousyear521  notifications  were  issued  containing  an  area  of  87,796.  02 
acres,  more  or  less. 

As  usual  the  notifications  for  homesteads  top  the  list. 

Hereunder  is  a  schedule  of  the  various  notifications  issued  during 
the  present  fiscal  year  ending  March  31st,  1956. 

NOTIFICATIONS  ISSUED  DURING  THE  FISCAL  YEAR 
April  1st,  1955  to  March  31st,  1956 


(Surface  rights  only) 


Classification 

Notifications 

Area 

Homestead  Sales 

349 

80,  755.  392 

Sales  (including  lots  in  subdivisions) 

160 

15, 200.460 

School  Land  Sales 

64 

9,  799.  870 

Special  Grants 

16 

4, 180. 083 

Exchanges  (including  1  in  subdivision) 

13 

5, 262. 900 

Homesteads 

10 

1, 509.  040 

Supplementary  Patents 

5 

102. 670 

Release  of  Habendum 

3 

5.  000 

Soldier  Grants 

2 

319. 660 

Total 

622 

117, 135. 075 

NUMBER  OF  SALES  IN  SUBDIVISIONS  WHICH  ARE  INCLUDED 
IN  THE  160  NOTIFICATIONS  REFERRED  TO  ABOVE 


No.  of  No.  of 

Subdivision  Notifications  Lots  Blocks 


Canmore,  39  General  41 

Ghost  River,  6490  E.  L.  5 

Seven  Persons,  1143  A.  C.  2 

McMurray  Settlement  1 


69 

5 

3 

3 


14 

1 

2 

River  Lots 
(43.  56  acs) 


Total 


49 


80 


17 


550 
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SUBDIVISIONS  INCLUDED  IN  THE  13  EXCHANGES 
REFERRED  TO  ABOVE 

Canmore,  39  General  1 

3 

1 

Total  1 

3 

1 

Area  not  stated  in  these  49  Notifications 

Total  No.  of  Notifications  in  which 
area  stated 

-  48  Sales 

1  Exchange  of 

49 

573 

Land 

Total  No.  of  Notifications 

622 

LAND  SETTLEMENT  SURVEYS 

The  survey  of  lands  in  the  northern  part  of  the  province  for  land 
settlement  still  continues.  As  in  previous  years  surveys  were  continued 
in  the  Blueberry  Mountain  area  where  six  additional  townships  were  made 
available.  During  the  year's  operations  survey  lines  through  the  deep 
valleys  of  the  Peace,  Pouce  Coupe  and  Clear  Rivers  were  established 
and  tied  into  the  monuments  of  the  previous  surveys  on  both  sides  of  the 
rivers . 


Lands  in  the  Fort  Vermilion  and  Keg  River  areas  were  also  sur¬ 
veyed.  Particulars  of  these  surveys  are  as  follows: 


Blueberry  Mountain  Area: 

Number  of  Sections 

Location 

Surveyed 

as  at  Date 

Twp.  85,  Rge.  10,  W.  6th  Mer. 

23 

15/12/55 

Twp.  85,  Rge.  11,  W.  6th  Mer. 

36 

15/12/55 

Twp.  86,  Rge.  11,  W.  6th  Mer. 

36 

15/12/55 

Twp.  82,  Rge.  11,  W.  6th  Mer. 

15 

15/12/55 

Twp.  81,  Rge.  12,  W.  6th  Mer. 

12 

15/12/55 

Twp.  82,  Rge.  12,  W.  6th  Mer. 

1 

15/12/55 

Twp.  83,  Rge.  8,  W.  6th  Mer. 

1 

15/12/55 

Twp.  83,  Rge.  9,  W.  6th  Mer. 

7 

15/12/55 

Twp.  83,  Rge.  10,  W.  6th  Mer. 

24 

15/12/55 

Twp.  84,  Rge.  8,  W.  6th  Mer. 

25 

15/12/55 

Twp.  84,  Rge.  9,  W.  6th  Mer. 

35 

15/12/55 

Twp.  84,  Rge.  10,  W.  6th  Mer. 

1 

15/12/55 

216  =  6  townships 


The  traverse  of  the  Peace  River  through  Township  84,  Ranges  8  and  9 
and  Township  83,  Ranges  9  and  10,  West  of  the  6th  Meridian,  amounted 
to  76  miles. 

The  traverse  of  the  Pouce  Coupe  River  through  Township  81,  Range  12, 
West  of  the  6th  Meridian  amounted  to  16  miles. 


72 


DEPARTMENT  OF  LANDS  AND  FORESTS 


The  traverse  of  the  Clear  River  through  Township  85,  Ranges  10  and  11, 
West  of  the  6th  Meridian  amounted  to  22  miles. 

The  number  of  miles  of  levels  run  in  the  Blueberry  Mountain  area  am¬ 
ounted  to  132. 

Fort  Vermilion  Area: 


Township  107,  Rge.  12,  W.  5th  Mer.  36  sections  =  1  twp.  15/12/55 

The  number  of  miles  of  levels  run  in  the  Fort  Vermilion  area  amounted 
to  90. 

Keg  River  Area: 

Northerly  1/3  of  Twp.  101,  Rge.  23,  W.  5th  Mer.  12  sections  15/12/55 
Southerly  1/2  of  Twp.  102,  Rge.  23,  W.  5th  Mer.  18  sections  15/12/55 

30  sections  =  5/6  of 
a  twp. 

The  number  of  miles  of  levels  run  in  the  Keg  River  area  amounted  to  70. 
Pembina  Oil  Field  Survey 

The  survey  of  the  township  outlines,  central  meridians  and  central 
chords,  which  started  in  February  last  year,  was  continued  this  year  in 
this  major  oil  field  located  in  Township  47,  Ranges  8  and  9,  West  of  the 
5th  Meridian.  This  survey  comprises  36  miles  of  line. 

A  survey  of  a  new  townsite  of  Lodgepole  to  serve  this  field  was  un¬ 
dertaken  at  the  same  time.  As  this  report  is  being  written  a  request  has 
come  in  for  the  extension  of  this  townsite,  the  survey  of  which  will  be 
made  next  year. 

MISCELLANEOUS  SURVEYS  AND  INSPECTIONS 
Drumheller  -  Riverview  Park  Subdivision 


A  plan  of  subdivision  was  presented  for  approval  in  the  N.  1/2  of 
Section  1,  Township  29,  Range  20,  West  of  the  4th  Meridian,  adjoining 
the  Red  Deer  River  which  necessitated  an  inspection  and  the  retraverse 
of  the  Red  Deer  River  surveyed  by  C.C.  Fairchild  in  1907. 

Kinbrook  Island  Provincial  Park 


Owing  to  the  demand  for  additional  subdivision  lots  in  this  provincial 
park,  23  additional  lots  were  surveyed  and  made  available  to  the  resi¬ 
dents  for  summer  homes. 

Cypress  Hills  Provincial  Park 

(a)  A  survey  of  camp  sites  for  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  the 
United  Church  of  Canada  was  made  in  order  to  enable  these  organiza¬ 
tions  to  commence  their  operations. 
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The  survey  of  the  camp  site  of  the  Baptist  Church  was  withheld 
because  this  Churchdid  not  indicate  the  location  required  in  the  area  set 
apart  for  religious  and  recreational  purposes. 

(b)  A  survey  of  six  business  lots  in  Parcel  "E"  was  made. 

Proposed  Wabamun  Lake  Provincial  Park 

A  reconnaissance  and  inspection  were  made  of  the  lands  in  Section  7, 
Township  53,  Range  3,  West  of  the  5th  Meridian  and  Section  12,  Town¬ 
ship  53,  Range  4,  West  of  the  5th  Meridian,  adjoining  Wabamun  Lake 
(Moonlight  Bay). 

Vermilion  Provincial  Park 

Owing  to  the  flooding  of  additional  lands  by  the  Vermilion  River  it 
was  necessary  to  make  an  inspection  and  survey  and  to  purchase  addi¬ 
tional  lands  adjoining  the  west  boundary  of  this  park. 

Proposed  Sturgeon  Lake  Summer  Resort 

A  reconnaissance  and  inspection  were  made  of  the  lands  in  Section  8, 
Township  71,  Range  23,  West  of  the  5th  Meridian,  to  ascertain  the  ad¬ 
visability  of  creating  a  new  subdivision  at  this  site  for  summer  homes. 

New  Subdivisions  Adjoining  Valleyview-Whitecourt  Highway 

A  reconnaissance  and  inspection  were  made  for  three  new  town- 
sites  adjoining  the  Valleyview-Whitecourt  Highway  named  and  located  as 
follows : 

(a)  The  subdivision  of  Two  Creeks  located  in  what  would  be  if  surveyed 
Section  28,  Township  61,  Range  16,  West  of  the  5th  Meridian,  on  both 
sides  of  the  Valleyview-Whitecourt  Highway. 

(b)  The  subdivision  of  Little  Smoky  located  in  the  South  West  1/4  Sec¬ 
tion  30,  Township  66,  Range  21,  West  of  the  5th  Meridian,  and  the  South 
East  1/4  Section  25,  Township  66,  Range  22,  West  of  the  5th  Meridian, 
at  the  junction  of  the  Little  Smoky  River  and  lying  south  of  the  Valley¬ 
view-Whitecourt  Highway. 

(c)  The  subdivision  of  Fox  Creek  located  in  what  would  be  if  surveyed 
Township  62,  Range  19,  West  of  the  5th  Meridian,  north  of  the  Valley¬ 
view-Whitecourt  Highway  and  east  of  Fox  Creek. 

These  townsites  were  eventually  surveyed  in  August  and  October  by 
the  Department  of  Highways. 

Drumheller  Squatters 

A  dispute  among  three  squatters  in  the  South  West  1/4  Section  9, 
Township  29,  Range  20,  West  of  the  4th  Meridian,  was  referred  to  this 
office.  It  was  necessary  to  resurvey  Sites  10,  11  and  12  in  order  to  ami¬ 
cably  settle  the  quarrel. 
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Bowness  Subdivision 


An  inspection  and  survey  of  the  Crown  land  lying  to  the  north  east  of 
Block  33  as  shown  upon  the  subdivision  plan  of  Bowness  in  Section  35, 
Township  24,  Range  2,  West  of  the  5th  Meridian  were  made. 

Crimson  Lake  Provincial  Park 


(a)  Lots  9,  10  and  11  in  Block  4  were  resurveyed,  and 

(b)  30  additional  lots  in  Blocks  8,  9  and  10  were  surveyed  and  pro¬ 
vided  with  an  access  roadway. 


RESTORATION  SURVEYS 

The  restoration  survey  season  commenced  on  May  10th  when  the  in¬ 
spection  party  left  for  the  Peace  River  area  and  terminated  on  the  3rd 
of  December  when  the  survey  crews  returned  to  headquarters  from  the 
Hines  Creek  area  because  of  extreme  cold  weather. 

Very  fine  weather  prevailed  throughout  the  season  and  526  monu¬ 
ments  were  restored  covering  approximately  fifteen  different  townships. 
Itwas  necessary  to  use  packhorses  as  a  means  of  transportation  in  order 
to  restore  the  survey  monuments  over  140  miles  of  base  and  meridian 
lines.  The  inspection  party  inspected  approximately  400  miles  of  line 
also  with  pack  horses. 

After  an  extensive  investigation  into  the  activities  of  the  various  oil 
companies  conducting  geophysical  exploration  in  areas  restored  by  the 
restoration  party,  accounts  were  sent  to  the  following  companies  in  the 
amounts  listed. 


British  American  Oil 

Shell  Oil  Company 

Imperial  Oil  Limited 

Canadian  Gulf  Oil 

Canada  Cities  Service 

Canada  Cities  Service 

Canadian  Gulf  Oil 

Texaco  Exploration 

Imperial  Oil  Limited 

Imperial  Oil  Limited 

Triad  Oil  Company 

Mobil  Oil  Limited 

Texaco  Exploration 

Imperial  Oil  Limited 

Stanolind  Oil  and  Gas  Company 

Hudson's  Bay  Oil  and  Gas  Company 

British  American  Oil  Company 

Pacific  Petroleums 


$  5,  375.28 
2, 767.47 
25.  00 
1, 095. 95 
389.07 
2, 008.06 
166. 98 
958.44 
1, 057. 98 
5,426.75 
137.40 
316. 02 

341.25 
50.00 

2,  748.  67 
399.23 

355.25 
199. 81 


TOTAL 


$  23, 818. 61 
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Our  records  show  that  over  the  past  four  years  almost  $100,000.00 
have  been  collected  from  oil  companies  for  the  restoration  of  survey 
monuments.  Particulars  of  which  are  as  follows: 


$  22, 817.06 
25, 973. 34 
24, 173. 39 
23,748.81 


1952  -  493  monuments  restored  -  accounts  paid 

1953  -  395  monuments  restored  -  accounts  paid 

1954  -  545  monuments  restored  -  accounts  paid 

1955  -  526  monuments  restored  -  accounts  paid 


$96,712.60 


Total 


Co-operation  with  the  various  oil  companies  contacted  during  the 
season  was  very  good  and  from  observations  in  the  field  and  reports  sub¬ 
mitted  to  this  office,  survey  monument  destruction  appears  to  be  well  in 
hand.  Monuments  are  still  being  damaged  or  destroyed  during  geophysi¬ 
cal  operations.  However,  only  isolated  cases  have  been  noted  and  this 
is  considered  to  be  very  commendable  in  view  of  the  fact  that  some  140 
seismic  crews  were  in  the  field. 

When  it  is  recollected  that  only  a  fewyears  ago,  during  the  frenzied 
rush  for  oil,  wholesale  destruction  of  survey  monuments  was  rampant 
by  some  of  the  operators  who  had  no  regard  for  or  were  completely  un¬ 
conscious  of  the  value  of  monuments  in  our  system  of  survey,  it  is  most 
gratifying  indeed  to  report  that  the  situation  is  now  under  control  and  the 
co-operation  received  from  the  various  oil  companies  is  appreciated. 
Patience,  firmness,  tact  and  under  standing  between  the  various  oil  com¬ 
panies  and  this  division  are  certainly  contributing  factors  to  the  present 
amicable  situation. 

It  is  now  fully  recognized  that  the  survey  monuments  must  be  pro¬ 
tected  as  they  are  of  greatest  value  not  only  to  the  province  but  also  to 
the  oil  companies  in  locating  the  wellsites  and  access  roads. 

During  the  season  the  inspection  party  consisted  of  four  men  and  this 
party  was  split  into  two  groups  of  two  men  each,  one  party  inspected  all 
bulldozed  lines  between  the  Peace  River  and  the  McKenzie  Highway  north 
of  Highway  No.  2,  the  other  group  inspected  bulldozed  lines  between  the 
McKenzie  Highway  and  the  6th  Meridian,  also  north  of  Highway  No.  2. 
Base  lines  West  of  the  6th  Meridian  in  unsurveyed  territory  were  also 
inspected.  The  party  altogether  inspected  in  some  considerable  detail 
approximately  forty  townships. 

The  extreme  cold  weather  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  Novem¬ 
ber  made  further  operations  very  difficult  and  it  was  felt  that  it  would 
not  be  economical  to  continue  the  restoration  surveys  after  completion 
of  work  in  the  Hines  Creek  area  on  December  3rd. 

Pack  horses  were  used  extensively  in  the  first  two  months  of  the 
survey  and  were  found  to  be  very  reliable  and  quite  economical.  The 
approximate  cost  per  monument  restored  this  year  was  somewhat  lower 
than  in  preceding  years  which  was  no  doubt  the  result  of  our  decision  to 
secure  a  qualified  pack  outfit  and  packers. 

The  inspection  party  will  be  cut  down  to  three  men  next  year  instead 
of  four  as  we  plan  to  have  two  men  inspecting  areas  of  known  destruction 
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and  one  man  spot-checking  reports  and  lining  up  areas  for  more  concen¬ 
trated  inspection  in  the  future. 

Operations  during  next  season  will  entail  considerable  use  of  pack 
horses  again  as  the  inspection  party  and  restoration  survey  party  will  be 
engaged  for  the  most  part  in  unsettled  areas. 

It  is  interesting  to  report  that  a  letter  was  forwarded  to  this  divi¬ 
sion  from  the  Surveyor  General  and  Director  of  Surveys  and  Mapping  in 
British  Columbia  stating  that  reports  of  destruction  of  survey  monu¬ 
ments  in  certain  areas  of  that  province  were  being  received  and  would 
appreciate  any  information  as  to  Alberta's  method  in  dealing  with  the 
situation.  Complete  details  were  forwarded  to  the  Surveyor  General  of 
British  Columbia  and  a  complimentary  letter  was  received  stating  some 
effective  measures  now  prevailing  in  this  province  would  have  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  in  British  Columbia. 

BOUNDARY  SURVEYS 

Alberta-British  Columbia  Boundary 

A  Report  of  the  Commission  appointed  to  delimit  the  boundary  be¬ 
tween  the  Provinces  of  Alberta  and  British  Columbia  was  received  in  this 
office  through  our  representative  Mr.  J.H.  Holloway,  D.L.S.  A.L.S. 
This  Report  was  accompanied  by  a  very  fine  Atlas  showing  the  location 
of  the  monuments  erected,  winter  roads,  trails  and  the  distances  in  miles 
and  chains  along  the  boundary  measured  northerly  from  the  intersection 
in  Township  55,  of  the  120th  Meridian  with  the  watershed. 

It  is  interesting  to  report  that  our  Chief  Surveyor ,  Mr.  George  Pals en, 
D.L.S.  A.L.S. ,  formerly  of  the  Legal  Surveys  Division  of  the  Mines  and 
Technical  Surveys,  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  field  work  on  this  bound¬ 
ary  during  the  winter  of  1952-53. 

Alberta-North  West  Territories  Boundary 

Work  is  now  proceeding  on  the  Report  and  Atlas  of  this  boundary. 

PLANS  OF  SURVEY 

Again  there  was  a  decided  increase  in  the  number  of  plans  submitted 
for  examination  and  filed  in  this  division  so  that  the  rights  of  the  appli¬ 
cants  could  be  established  upon  Crown  lands .  Brief  details  are  as  follows: 

7  9  -  pipe  line  plans  filed 

32  -  subdivision  and  parcel  plans  checked  in  which  there  was  no  Crown 

land  included. 

32  -  transmission  line  plans  filed 

6  -  subdivision  plans  were  checked  bordering  on  lakes  and  rivers  af¬ 

fecting  Crown  land.  The  Crown  land  was  purchased  in  order  to 
permit  of  the  registration  of  the  plans  in  the  Land  Titles  Office. 
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Roadways 

197  plans  of  survey  of  roadways  affecting  Crown  lands  were  received 
from  the  Department  of  Highways  and  municipal  districts .  The  usual  re¬ 
servations  were  entered  in  our  records  against  Crown  lands  affected. 

Last  year  only  76  plans  of  such  surveys  were  received. 

Wellsites  and  Battery  Sites 

170plans  of  survey  were  examined  and  recorded  in  order  that  Crown 
lands  may  be  acquired  for  wellsites  and  battery  sites.  This  is  a  decrease 
in  comparison  with  last  year  and  it  is  due  to  a  change  in  The  Right  of 
Entry  Arbitration  Act,  1952,  which  does  not  require  the  various  oil  com¬ 
panies  affected  to  furnish  this  department  with  linen  plans  of  survey 
covering  the  said  sites. 

Access  Roads 


23  plans  of  survey  covering  access  roadways  used  by  various  oil 
companies  in  reaching  their  operations  were  received  and  recorded  in 
this  office. 

Titles  Acquired  in  the  Name  of  the  Crown 

Titles  to  five  provincial  parks  were  acquired  in  the  name  of  the 
Crown  as  follows: 

1  -  Vermilion  River  Provincial  Park  (Addition) 

2  -  Wabamun  Lake  Provincial  Park 

3  -  Little  Bow  Provincial  Park 

4  -  Lac  Cardinal  Provincial  Park 

5  -  Aspen  Beach  Provincial  Park 

Exchange  of  Lands 

Title  in  the  name  of  the  Crown  was  obtained  in  17  cases  involving 
exchange  of  privately  owned  land  for  Crown  land. 

AERIAL  PHOTOGRAPHY 
Aerial  Photographic  Library 

The  total  number  of  aerial  photographs  upon  scales  of  3333’  and  1320' 
to  1  inch  sold  during  the  year  amounted  to  60,  365.  This  is  about  5,  000 
less  than  lastyear  but  nevertheless  it  is  an  indication  that  there  is  a  con¬ 
tinuous  steady  demand  for  this  aerial  photography.  The  total  number  of 
photographs  sold  since  this  service  became  available  in  1950  is  320,  122. 

The  air  in  Vault  No.  10  in  the  sub-basement  where  our  aerial  films 
are  stored  was  found  to  be  somewhat  dry.  The  situation  was  investigated 
and  it  was  necessary  to  install  a  new  industrial  humidifier  and  a  floating - 
air  cooler  and  air  conditioner  in  order  to  maintain  the  proper  humidity 
and  temperature  for  the  preservation  of  our  films. 
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21  flying 

licenses  were  issued  under 

this  Act,  details  of  which  are 

as  follows : 

License  No. 

Date  Issued 

Flying  Contractor 

No.  55 

April  6th,  1955 

Spartan  Air  Services 

No.  56 

April  15th,  1955 

Spartan  Air  Services 

No.  57 

April  19th,  1955 

Spartan  Air  Services 

No.  58 

April  21  st,  1955 

Spartan  Air  Services 

No.  59 

May  9th,  1955 

Spartan  Air  Services 

No.  60 

May  30th,  1955 

Blanchet,  Trorey  &  Assoc. 

No.  61 

June  3rd,  1955 

Spartan  Air  Services 

No.  62 

June  16th,  1955 

Spartan  Air  Services 

No.  63 

July  7th,  1955 

Spartan  Air  Services 

No.  64 

July  8th,  1955 

Photographic  Surveys 

No.  65 

July  12th,  1955 

Photographic  Surveys 

No.  66 

July  22nd,  1955 

Cancelled 

No.  67 

July  22nd,  1955 

Blanchet,  Trorey  &  Assoc. 

No.  68 

July  26th,  1955 

Spartan  Air  Services 

No.  69 

August  3rd,  1955 

Aero  Surveys  Ltd. 

No.  70 

August  18th,  1955 

Aero  Surveys  Ltd. 

No.  71 

August  25th,  1955 

Blanchet,  Trorey  &  Assoc. 

No.  72 

September  2nd,  1955 

Spartan  Air  Services 

No.  73 

September  12th,  1955 

Blanchet,  Trorey  &  Assoc. 

No.  74 

November  15th,  1955 

Spartan  Air  Services 

No.  75 

November  23rd,  1955 

Spartan  Air  Services 

Photographic  Enlargements 

This  service  is  becoming  more  popular  and  there  is  evidence  that  it 
is  appreciated  by  the  municipalities  for  assessment  purposes.  A  total  of 
71Z  enlargements  were  developed,  and  the  following  schedule  will  show 
that  the  majority  were  ordered  by  the  municipalities: 


Municipal  District  of  Acadia  27 

Municipal  District  of  Wainwright  104 

Municipal  District  of  Mountain  View  109 

Municipal  District  of  Wheat  Land  102 

Municipal  District  of  Lethbridge  79 

Municipal  District  of  Kneehill  54 

Forest  Surveys  Branch  72 

Miscellaneous  165 


Total  712 


Mosaic  s 

75  square  miles  weremosaicked.  One  of  the  interesting  assignments 
covering  approximately  one  square  mile  was  made  of  the  Town  of  Dun- 
veganforthe  Town  and  Rural  Planning  Branch  of  the  Department  of  Mun¬ 
icipal  Affairs.  The  balance  of  the  mosaics  were  for  commercial  firms. 
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Contour  Mapping 

Pincher  Creek,  Okotoks  and  the  remainder  of  the  City  of  Camrose 
were  mapped  at  a  scale  of  1  inch  equals  200  feet  with  contour  intervals 
of  2.5  feet.  The  Town  of  Dunvegan  was  mapped  upon  a  scale  of  1  inch 
equals  120  feet  with  contour  intervals  of  5  feet.  The  Multiplex,  Saltz- 
man projector  and  Kelsh  plotter  were  used  to  compile  this  contour  map¬ 
ping. 

Indexing 


All  the  new  photography  flown  under  license  north  of  58°  latitude  at 
a  scale  of  1"  equals  1320’  for  the  Forest  Surveys  Branch,  has  been  in¬ 
dexed  and  is  now  available  to  the  public  for  easier  photo  identification. 

MAPPING 

Forestry  Mapping  Programme 

A  grand  total  of  142  map  sheets  were  drawn  on  autopositive  film  at 
a  scale  of  1"  equals  3333'  and  entailed  2900  hours  of  work.  These  maps 
covered  areas  72  E,  84  J,  K,  L,  M  and  N  and  portions  of  areas  74  L  and 
M,  82  O,  84  I,  O  and  P.  This  work  necessitated  the  redrawing  of  the 
planimetric  maps  and  superimposing  the  forest  types  on  them.  On  com¬ 
pletion  these  maps  were  photographically  reduced  to  a  scale  of  1"  equals 
1  mile  and  are  now  on  sale  to  the  general  public. 

Planimetric  Mapping 

The  drawings,  to  a  high  degree  of  draughtsmanship,  of  areas  83  G 
5  to  16  inclusive,  were  completed  at  a  scale  of  1"  equals  3333'  on  auto¬ 
positive  matte  film  and  were  photographically  reduced  to  1"  equals  1  mile 
for  sale  to  the  general  public. 

The  processing  of  the  photography  for  the  map  sheets  82-0-9,  15  and 
16,  83-B-l,  2,  3,  6,  7,  8  was  completed.  This  required  point  picking 
for  major  and  minor  control,  interpretation  of  the  photography  and  the 
template  cutting  for  the  laydown. 

Lithographed  copies  of  the  planimetric  maps  at  a  scale  of  1"  equals 
one  mile  are  now  available  covering  a  certain  area  of  the  province.  This 
area  is  covered  by  50  maps  83-G,  I,  J  and  83-B-15  and  16. 

New  Map  of  Alberta 

Draughting  on  this  map  upon  a  scale  of  1  inch  to  8  miles  was  com¬ 
pleted  and  copies  released  to  the  public  in  December.  4,000  copies  of 
each  of  the  South  East  and  North  West  sections  and  3,  000  copies  of  each 
of  the  North  East  and  South  West  sections  were  obtained.  11,000  copies 
of  the  heading  of  this  map  were  printed  and  are  given  away  with  the  sec¬ 
tions  upon  which  the  heading  does  not  appear.  3,  000  Geographical  Cata¬ 
logues  were  printed  and  are  given  away  upon  the  purchase  of  a  complete 
8  mile  map.  This  catalogue  is  a  quick  reference  to  cities,  towns,  rail¬ 
way  stations,  post  offices,  lakes,  creeks,  mountain  ranges,  hills,  Na¬ 
tional  and  Provincial  Parks,  Indian  reserves,  airports,  ferries,  etc. 


TECHNICAL  DIVISION 
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There  has  been  a  great  demand  for  this  new  map  and  unexpectedly 
for  the  Geographical  Catalogue  throughout  the  government  departments 
and  the  general  public. 

This  new  map  represents  a  great  deal  of  careful  designing  and 
draughting  and  upon  requests  from  the  Department  of  Highways  and  the 
Department  of  Municipal  Affairs  the  tracings  will  be  loaned  to  these  de¬ 
partments  in  order  that  new  maps  may  be  issued  therefrom  at  a  reduced 
scale  to  meet  their  requirements. 

The  new  map  produced  for  the  Department  of  Municipal  Affairs  will 
show  the  new  boundaries  of  the  counties,  municipal  districts  and  improve¬ 
ment  districts  as  established  by  the  Co-Terminus  Boundary  Commission. 

This  close  co-operation  will  result  in  a  great  saving  of  work  and 
money  in  the  production  of  new  map  publications. 

Planimetric  Maps 


Up-to-date,  637  planimetric  maps  of  our  province  have  been  com¬ 
pleted.  See  map  showing  the  extent  of  mapping  completed  up  to  March 
31st,  1956. 

Map  of  Alberta  -  Open  and  Closed  to  Settlement 

The  heavy  demand  for  this  map  still  exists  and  a  rerun  of  3,  000 
copies  was  printed. 

16  Mile  Map 

A  rerun  of  2,  000  copies  of  the  16  mile  map  of  Alberta  was  made. 
Township  Plans 

Owing  to  the  completion  of  certain  surveys  of  land  for  settlement 
purposes,  new  township  plans  were  prepared  through  the  office  of  the 
Director  of  Surveys,  covering  the  following  lands: 
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Township 
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Owing  to  the  depletion  of  our  stock  and  errors  found  in  township  plans 
published  before  the  natural  resources  were  returned  to  the  Province, 
it  was  found  necessary  to  reissue  publications  of  the  following  plans: 
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Map  Sales 

During  the  fiscal  year  sales  reached  a  high  of  $37,439.69. 
Photostat  and  Ozalid  Machines 


The  two  photostat  machines  and  the  ozalid  machine  have  been  work- 
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ing  at  full  capacity  throughout  the  year  to  meet  the  requirements  of  this 
and  other  government  departments  and  if  the  demand  continues  it  will  be 
necessary  to  institute  overtime  in  order  to  cope  with  the  situation. 

A  considerable  amount  of  mapping  and  draughting  was  undertaken, 
not  only  for  other  divisions  of  this  department  but  also,  when  circum¬ 
stances  permitted,  for  other  government  departments  where  draughting 
facilities  are  not  available,  such  as  the  Royal  Commission  on  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Development. 

In  the  issue  of  notifications  for  Certificates  of  Title  it  is  essential 
that  officials  of  this  division  work  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Regis¬ 
trars  and  Surveyors  of  the  Land  Titles  Offices. 

Close  andharmonious  relations  are  also  maintained  with  the  Surveys 
Branch  of  the  Department  of  Highways,  Water  Resources  Branch  and  the 
Town  Planning  Branch. 

This  division  undoubtedly  has  the  largest  and  most  comprehensive 
stock  of  maps  and  aerial  photographs  covering  Alberta  and  a  well  train¬ 
ed,  courteous  and  efficient  staff  provides  immediate  attention  to  officials 
from  the  oil  companies,  lawyers,  surveyors,  engineers  and  the  general 
public . 

To  a  loyal  staff  I  extend  my  gratitude. 


ACCOUNTS  ADMINISTRATION 
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Accounting  Division 

REPORT  OF  THE  ADMINISTRATIVE  ACCOUNTANT, 
A.  McCallum 


Gross  receipts  on  Income  and  Capital  accounts  amounted  to 
$8,016,660.  92  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1956.  Refunds  totalled 

$984,  800.  06,  leaving  total  net  revenue  from  all  sources  at  $7 ,  031,  860.  86. 

REVENUE 

INCOME  ACCOUNT 

Net  revenue  on  Income  account  for  the  year  was  $5,  864, 123.  03,  be¬ 
ing  an  increase  of  $717,444.43  over  the  previous  year.  Main  increases 
and  decreases  are  as  follows: 


Account 


Increase  Decrease 


$ 


$ 


Fishing  Licenses _ 

Fisheries  Royalty _ 

Game  Licenses- _ 

Fur  Tax - 

Grazing  Leases,  Permits,  etc. _ 

Homestead  Leases,  etc. _ 

Cultivation  Leases,  Permits,  etc._ 

Miscellaneous  Leases,  etc. _ 

Timber  Fees,  Rent,  Dues,  etc. _ 

School  Land  Sales  Interest _ 

School  Land  Leases,  Permits,  etc. 
East  Slope  Surface  Rights  Revenue- 

Administration  Sundry  Revenue _ 

Maps,  Plans,  etc. _ 

Restoration  of  Survey  Monuments  — 

Photographic  Prints  _ _ 

Dominion-Provincial  Agreement 

re:  Forest  Inventory _ 

Sale  of  Automobiles - 

Miscellaneous - - - 

Net  Revenue  Increase _ 


13, 179. 85 


124,430.48 
.  32,756.63 
17,758.80 


53, 249. 18 
95, 867. 30 
332, 057.66 


118, 930. 14 
14, 277. 56 
6, 562. 35 
8,  754.  97 


22, 196. 09 


7, 003. 14 


3,  839.  52 


66, 722. 75 


5,  001. 02 
36,  900. 03 


11,  061. 56 


6,  054.  84 


717,444.43 


$  847,  024.15  $847,  024.  15 


COMMENTS 

The  decrease  shown  in  Homestead  Leases,  etc.,  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  estimated  revenue  carried  forward  from  the  previous  year  was 
insufficient.  In  connection  with  the  increase  shownfor  Cultivation  Leases, 
etc.,  this  is  due  primarily  to  a  change  in  policy,  whereby  the  Depart¬ 
ment  retains  the  crop  share  revenues,  but  pays  to  the  Taxing  Authority 
the  tax  statements  based  on  the  assessed  value  of  the  cultivated  lands  held 
under  Cultivation  Lease. 
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For  details  of  revenue  on  Income  account  see  Statement  "B". 


CAPITAL  ACCOUNT 

Net  Revenue  amounted  to  $21 9,  7  57 . 64  a  decrease  of  $92,  648.  34. 


FISH  AND  GAME 

The  number  of  Fishing  Licenses  sold  for  the  fiscal  year  was  39,561, 
the  revenue  amounting  to  $110,513.70.  Game  Licenses  sold  were  89,  568 
from  which  the  revenue  received  was  $367,  150.  83.  During  the  year  under 
review  there  were  approximately  1,500  vendors  (including  Civil  Ser¬ 
vants)  handling  Fish  and  Game  Licenses. 


LANDS  AND  GRAZING 

The  demand  for  land  continued  in  the  current  year  and  revenues  col- 
lectedfrom  all  sources  showed  a  marked  increase  over  the  previous  year. 

Refunds  to  the  Taxing  Authority  amounted  to  $383,  373.  02  as  pro¬ 
vided  by  "The  Grazing  Lease  Taxation  Act",  "The  Crown  Cultivation 
Leases  Act"  and  "The  Tax  Recovery  Act". 

The  Canadian  Wheat  Board  adjustment  cheques  received  by  the  De¬ 
partment  was  approximately  5,  000. 


PARKS 

Revenue  held  in  trust  from  Provincial  Parks  stood  at  $27,  397.  80  as 
of  March  31,  1956. 

TIMBER 

The  continued  interest  in  the  sale  of  timber  rights  is  reflected  in  the 
increased  revenues  collected  by  the  Department  for  the  period  under  re¬ 
view.  In  accordance  with  the  Dominion-Provincial  Agreement  with  res¬ 
pect  to  a  "Forest  Inventory"  of  the  Province,  the  Department  was  reim¬ 
bursed  $54,  670.  11. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Although  the  sale  of  Photography  Prints  declined  somewhat  from  the 
previous  year ,  the  sale  of  Maps  and  Plans,  and  the  large  number  of  lease, 
assignments  reflect  a  marked  increase  over  the  previous  year. 

As  at  March  31,  1956,  there  were  21,639  Active  Accounts  Receivable 
in  force,  together  with  approximately  1,  500  Fish  and  Game  Vendor’s 
Accounts.  Cash  entries  for  the  year  were  52,  000,  while  refunds  pro¬ 
cessed  numbered  4,  855. 


ACCOUNTS  ADMINISTRATION 
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EXPENDITURE 

Total  expenditure  on  Income  account  was  $3,  657,  486.  81  for  the  fis¬ 
cal  year  ending  March  31,  1956.  Salaries  accounted  for  $1,693,  799.  38 
of  this  amount. 

In  continuing  the  campaign  of  combating  Rabies  in  the  Province,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  policy  for  destruction  of  pests,  the  amount  of  $41,  264.72 
was  disbursed. 

Firefighting  costs  for  the  year  amounted  to  $157,749.  56. 

Maintenance  costs  of  the  Eastern  Rockies  F orest  Conservation  Agree¬ 
ment,  including  expenses  of  the  Board  totalled  $452,  574.  33,  of  this  amount 
$21,  824.  91  was  in  connection  with  Miners'  Relief  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  Province  as  provided  by  Special  Warrant  No.  18/55-56,  O.C.  No. 
1017/55. 

Costs  of  developing  and  maintaining  Provincial  Parks  amounted  to 
$101,467.48  from  Income  account  and  $20,  113.45  from  Trust  funds. 

Forest  training  school  costs  for  the  year  amounted  to  $6,497.70. 

Capital  expenditure  for  the  year  was  $31,921.80.  Aerial  Photo¬ 
graphy  and  Forest  Inventory  accounted  for  $16,  229.  80,  and  the  Depart¬ 
ment  purchased  4,514.92  acres  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  at  a 
cost  of  $15,692.00  as  provided  by  Special  Warrant  No.  5/55-56,  O.C. 
No.  727/55. 

The  cooperation  and  spirit  of  teamwork  exhibited  by  all  members  of 
the  staff  throughout  the  year  is  once  again  gratefully  acknowledged. 


INDEX  OF  STATEMENTS 

A.  Statement  of  Receipts  from  all  Sources. 

B.  Statement  of  Receipts  -  Income  Account. 

C.  Statement  of  Receipts  -  Capital  Account. 

D.  Statement  of  Receipts  -  School  Lands. 

E.  Statement  of  Expenditure  for  the  year  ending 
March  31 ,  1956. 

F.  Statement  of  Receipts  by  Branches. 

G.  Statement  of  Disbursements  by  Branches. 

H.  Alberta  School  Land  Trust  Fund. 

I.  Alberta  School  Land  Sales  -  Revenue  Account. 
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Statement  A 


STATEMENT  OF  RECEIPTS  FROM  ALL  SOURCES 


From  April  1,  1955  to  March  31,  1956 


Gross  Receipts 

Refunds 

Net  Receipts 

$ 

$ 

$ 

Income  Account 

6, 145, 612. 39 

281,489.  36 

5, 864, 123. 03 

Capital  Account 

223,716.  80 

3, 959. 16 

219,  757.64 

Reimbursement  of  Previous 
Year's  Expenditure 

2, 694. 37 

2, 694. 37 

School  Land  Trust  Fund 

327, 621. 17 

3,  133.41 

324,487.76 

Timber  Deposit  Trust 

637,  907.  95 

340,977.07 

296, 930. 88 

Homesteader's 

Compensation  Trust 

7,  768.  05 

239.65 

7, 528.40 

East  Slope  Road  Tolls  Trust 

3,792.  88 

290. 00 

3, 502. 88 

Parks  Board  Trust 

15, 806. 06 

132. 16 

15,  673.90 

Miscellaneous  Trust 

143,  848.73 

133,484.40 

10, 364. 33 

Unapplied  Receipts  Carried  Forward: 

Improvements 

23,409.  50 

12, 150. 14 

11, 259. 36 

Suspense 

Grazing  Lease  Fees  and  Rental 

317,  983.  02 

cc  nnn  nn 

208, 944.71 

109, 038. 31 

55, 000. 00 

DO,  uuu#  uu 

22, 000. 00 

School  Land  Grazing  Permits 

22, 000. 00 

Grazing  Permits  and 

Reserve  Permits 

Homestead  Lease  Crop  Share 

Cultivation  Crop  Share 

19, 000. 00 

64, 000. 00 

1, 500. 00 

19, 000. 00 

64, 000. 00 

1, 500. 00 

School  Land 

Cultivation  Crop  Share 

5, 000. 00 

5, 000. 00 

Total 

$  8,  016,  660.  92 

$984,  800.  06 

$7,  031,  860.  86 
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Statement  B 


STATEMENT  OF  RECEIPTS  -  INCOME  ACCOUNT 

From  April  1,  1955  to  March  31,  1956 


Gross  Receipts 

Refunds 

Net  Receipts 

$ 

$ 

$ 

FISHERIES  ACCOUNT 

Fishing  Licenses 

110,  737.  88 

224. 18 

110,  513.70 

Fisheries  Miscellaneous 

782. 59 

— 

782. 59 

Fisheries  Royalty 

23, 341.48 

— 

23,  341.48 

Total 

134, 861. 95 

224. 18 

134, 637. 77 

GAME  ACCOUNT 

Game  Licenses 

368,  687.46 

1, 536. 63 

367, 150. 83 

Fur  Tax 

126, 877. 10 

1, 969.79 

124, 907. 31 

Game  Branch  Miscellaneous 

2,  668.49 

511.26 

2, 157.23 

Total 

498,  233.  05 

4, 017. 68 

494, 215. 37 

LANDS  AND  GRAZING 

Grazing  Leases,  Permits,  etc. 

365, 186. 69 

88,  062.  74 

277, 123. 95 

Hay  Permits,  Fees,  Dues,  etc. 

3,416.  75 

661.50 

2,  755,  25 

Homestead  Leases,  etc. 

123, 607. 08 

118, 774. 03 

4,  833. 05 

Public  Land  Sales  Interest 

12,  959.  53 

5.  57 

12,  953.  96 

Cultivation  Leases,  Permits,  etc. 

90, 819. 34 

8,  767.  59 

82, 051. 75 

Miscellaneous  Leases 

164, 509.73 

8,  592.  32 

155,  917.41 

Land  Patent  Miscellaneous 

81, 628. 16 

1,  294.  5.2 

80, 333. 64 

Total 

842, 127.28 

226,  158.27 

615, 969. 01 

TIMBER 

Timber  Fees,  Rent,  Dues,  etc. 

3, 

411, 385. 25 

8, 027. 06 

3,403,  358.  19 

SCHOOL  LANDS 

School  Land  Sales  Interest 

62,  015.  53 

38.  59 

61, 976. 94 

School  Land  Leases, 

Permits,  Berths,  etc. 

343,445.03 

38,  880.  61 

304,  564.42 

Total 

405,460.  56 

38,  919.20 

366, 541. 36 

East  Slope  Surface  Rights  Revenue 

617, 013.73 

2, 024. 17 

614, 989. 56 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Maps,  Plans,  etc. 

37,439.69 

37,439.69 

Restoration  of  Survey  Monuments 

31, 446. 38 

31,446.  38 

Administration  Sundry  Revenue 

38,  129.42 

2,  113.45 

36, 015. 97 

Photographic  Survey 

41,477. 30 

5.  35 

41, 471. 95 

Reimbursement  from  Dominion 

Government  re:  Firefighting 

on  East  Slope  Reserves 

2,707.  26 

2,707.26 

Dominion-Provincial  Forestry 

Agreement  re:  Forest  Inventory 

31,  577. 89 

31,  577. 89 

Sale  of  Automobiles 

702. 65 

702. 65 

Canada-Provincial  Agreement  (Air 

Weapons  Range  -  Primrose  Lake) 

53, 049. 98 

53,  049.  98 

Total 

236, 530. 57 

2,  118.  80 

234,411.77 

TOTAL  INCOME  ACCOUNT 

$6: 

, 145, 612. 39 

$281,  489.  36 

$  5,  864, 123. 03 

(Carried  Forward  to 

Statement  A) 

90 


DEPARTMENT  OF  LANDS  AND  FORESTS 


Statement  C 

STATEMENT  OF  RECEIPTS  -  CAPITAL  ACCOUNT 


From  April  1 , 

,  1955  to  March  31, 

1956 

Gross  Receipts 

Refunds 

Net  Receipts 

$ 

$ 

$ 

Land  Sales  Principal 

174, 879. 82 

3, 913. 14 

170, 966. 68 

Clearing  and  Breaking 

Crop  Share 

25, 744. 76 

46.  02 

25,  698.74 

Dominion-Provincial  Forest 

Agreement  re:  Forest  Inventory  23,  092.  22 

23, 092. 22 

Total 

$223,716.  80 

$  3, 959.  16 

$  219,757.  64 

STATEMENT  OF  RECEIPTS  -  SCHOOL  LANDS 

Statement  D 

From  April  1, 

1955  to  March  3L 

,  1956 

Gross  Receipts 

Refunds 

Net  Receipts 

INCOME  ACCOUNT 

School  Land  Sales  Interest 

$ 

62, 015. 53 

$ 

38.  59 

$ 

61,  976.  94 

School  Land  Grazing 

Leases,  Rental,  etc. 

53,717.20 

1, 396.49 

52, 320.71 

School  Land  Hay 

Permits,  Fees,  Dues,  etc. 

747. 50 

78.  25 

669.25 

School  Land  Cultivation  Rent, 

Fees,  Crop  Share,  Etc. 

195,707.22 

36,  626.  82 

159,  080.40 

School  Land 

Miscellaneous  Leases 

17, 302. 10 

585. 35 

16,  716.75 

School  Land 

Timber  Fees,  Dues,  etc. 

72,  851.23 

163.70 

72,687.53 

School  Land 

Miscellaneous  Revenue 

3,  119.  78 

30.  00 

3,  089.78 

Total 

$405,  460.  56 

$  38,  919.20 

$  366,  541.36 

GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  THE  PROVINCE  CF  ALBERTA 

LANDS  AND  FORESTS  DEPARTMENT  STATBiBiT  E 

EXPENDITURE  CLASSIFIED  BY  APPROPRIATIONS  AND  CHARACTER 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  MARCH  31,  1956 
INCOME  ACCOUNT 


Advertising . . 

Automobiles . 

“oard . 

Books  and  Binding . 

Bounties  for  Destruction  of  Pests. . . 

Buildings  and  Sites 

Cinema  and  Photographic  Supplies . 

Clothing . 

Compensation . . . 

Construction  Contracts . 

Equipment . 

Feed  and  Seed . 

Fees  and  Commissions . 

.Freight,  Express  and  Cartage . 

Heating,  Lighting  and  Power . 

Laundry  and  Cleaning . 

Legal  Fees  and  Expenses . 

Miscellaneous  Expenses  and  Supplies . 

Newspapers  and  Periodicals. . . 

Postage . 

Printing,  Stationery  and  Office  Supplies. 

Rates,  Rentals  and  Insurance . 

Repairs  and  Replacements . 

Salaries . 

Surveys . . . 

Telegrams  and  Telephones. . 

Travelling  Expenses . 

. 


2,808.78 


TOTAL:  Income  Account . 


6.00 

16.00 

40.00 

48.63 

73.11 

720.76 

,670.59 

458^25 

353.53 


$16,195.65 


H.3 

© 

Q  O 


508.77 


40.00 

’33!l5 


55.05 

30.51 

32,666.39 


134.65 

455.65 


$34,109.27 


138 


225 


296 

109,610 


64 


$110,814.13 


785 


$785.02 


e . 
II 


U, 264.72 


*41, 264.72 


2 

s! 


$  823.28 
7,314.87 
11,661.14 
111.26 


4,186.05 

578.73 

12,249.23 

2,384.16 

142.48 


833.98 

4,382.00 


1,074.95 

1.00 

783.00 

1,408.27 

1,573.60 

37,167.47 

202,272.29 


571.05 

22,906.39 

35,262.31 


$347,687.51 


o  2  c 
o'PC  &  o 
H4.5d 
£ 

m 


2,683.83 

45,708.77 

16,350.86 

195.93 


216.99 

7,952.98 


74,225.16 

70,413.44 

431.99 

127.60 

5,486.79 

9,346.02 

11.50 


5,974.60 

48.18 

1,861.01 

131.64 

113,555.98 

48,869.48 

565,801.28 


2,193.08 

105,489.01 

115,393.08 


$1,192,469.20 


9  t. 

c 


3,013.73 

7,024.29 

45.79 


182.19 

90.80 


3,052.11 

55.00 

5.00 

252.02 

57.73 

154.98 


T?  § 

ifc  2 
HUg. 

3  s  §• 


471.65 

12.00 

'80)49 

4,790.39 

2,316.73 

77.431.35 

191)76 

4,466.16 

42.907.36 


157,749.56 


9° 


S3  £ 


19,072.73 

1,080.24 

35.20 


1.76 

4,620.87 


14,277.22 
10,273.13 
360.91 
3,074.33 
3,339.80 
104.75 
35.50 
11, 984.40 
44.53 
560.00 
24.56 
4,537.09 
20,124.43 
188,035.70 


3,130.90 

83,820.33 

27,138.23 


$146,601.53  $157,749.56 


£  I 

o  a 

\  o  c  u 

I  «  O  h 
>  O  <fl 
I  p  o 
E  +3  DC 


$  40.56 

6,031.10 
47,154.01 


$  3,007.53 
4,348.56 


364.80 

*42)52 

2,184)92 


264.85 

133.83 

7.73 

73o)61 

16.02 

614’.52 

2,176.84 

29,999.32 


368.00 

5,110.40 

9,646.79 


o>  i: 


24.10 


13,601.50 

1,760.98 


3,322.07 

108.00 

43.76 

333.03 


359.27 

16)60 

153.40 

109,797)48 

4,207.09 

239,562.57 


1,499.03 

45,384.91 

4,047.87 


11 


$  60.24 

1,771.13 


79.75 


65.70 

20,730.71 


55.63 

837.79 

1,774.52 


1,409.89 

24.90 

100.00 

.50 

2,002.56 

18,024.85 

55,072.60 


889.90 

8,769.00 

2,697.85 


cn  aJ 


5,502.70 


17,115.90 

9.80 


5,845.90 

13.44 

56.20 

8O3.Il 


2,030.97 

4.00 


35,938.69 

28,022.16 

3,834.21 

118,244.38 

19,990.04 

151.50 

13,388.37 

67,637.52 


$395,676.61  $104,886.82  $431,571.15:  $114,367.52  $318,670.69  $81,176.95  $16,642.18  $38,853.12  $6,497.70  $131,167.45 


7.50 


683.09 


25.00 

20.85 


10.20 

24.41 

150.00 

577)05 

209.48 

78,530.69 


3.15 

175.53 


16,642.18 


S3 

! 

.  gi  ®  00 

3.3  8 


38.853 


9 

1 
I  &-« 

In  "o 

2JB 


$  . 

I  15.2; 

1,240.6; 

2,435.65 

12,255.7; 

. 

11,572.7! 

368.97 

12,448.5: 

276  .a 

2.54 

112.  at 

541.02 

2,127.3: 

36.70 

62.9< 

111.47 

8,187. 3t 

28.71 

2.6: 

10.00 

12  .a 

369.78 

10.5< 

184.55 

3,063.3: 

141.06 

10,811.8' 

14,901*4i 

31.05 

295.5J 

805.63 

2,213.65 

1,430.57 

21,353. 01 

CAPITAL  ACCOUNT 

Service  1982  S.W.  5/55-56 

Aerial  Purchase  of 

Photography  Land  From 

and  Forest  Hudson* s  Bay 

Inventory  Company 

Surveys . .  .$16,229  .80  $ . . 

Buildings  and  Sites . . .$ . .  $15,692.00 


$16,229.80 

$15,692.00 


Total:  Capital  Account. . .$16,229. 


$15,692.00  $31,921,80 


STATEMENT  E 
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GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  THE  PROVINCE  £F  ALBERTA 
LANDS  AND  FORESTS  DEPARTMENT 
EXPENDITURE  CLASSIFIED  BY  APPROPRIATIONS  AND  CHARACTER 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  MARCH  31,  1956 
INCOME  ACCOUNT 


1901 

Minister's  Office 

1902 

Deputy  Minister's  j 

Office  j; 

1903 

Accounts  Branch 

1904 

Advisory  Board 

1905 

Destruction  of 

Pests 

1906 

Eastern  Rockies 

Forest 

Conservation  \ 

1909 

Forest  Protection 

and  Timber 

Operations 

! 

S  £ 

0 

z? 

■ 

1911 

Forest  and  Prairie 

Fires  Suppression 

Act  j 

1912 

Fish  and  Game 

Branch 

1913 

Eastern  Rockies 

Forest  Conserva¬ 

tion  Board 

1914 

Lands  Branch 

1916 

Radio 

Communications 

191? 

Technical  Branch 

1918 

Registration  Branch 

1919 

Postage 

1920 

Printing, 

Stationery  and 

Office  Supplies 

1921 

Forestry  Training 

School 

1922 

Provincial  Parks 

Totals 

$  . 

$.... 

$  ...... 

$  823.28 

$  2,683.83 

$  ...... 

$  . 

$  40.56 

6,031,10 

$  3,007.53- 

$  60.24 

$ 

$  ...... 

$ 

$ 

$  ...... 

$  15.25 

$  6,630.69 

96, 812  .99 

2,808.7 8 

45' 708.77 

3,013.73 

4,348.56 

1,771.13 

5,502.70 

1,240.62 

. 

ii  461.14 

16450.86 

7,024.29 

i, 080 .24 

47,154.01 

2,435.65 

85,706.19 

.  .  .  0  • 

'ni.26 

'195.93 

45.79 

35.20 

24.10; 

**•*•• 

7.50 

604.88 

41,264.72 

. 

41,264.72 

****** 

13,601.50 

12,255 l?5 

25,857.25 

216.99 
7,952.9 8 

18249 

mm 

1.76 

364.80 

1,760.98 

17,1X5.90 

760.00 

t  t»  r  »  • 

20,402.62 

...... 

4,186.05 

90.80 

mu* 

4,620.87 

79.75 

9.80 

16,940.25 

...... 

578.73 

42.52 

621.25 

. * 

12,249.23 

74,225.16 

65.70 

11,572.73 

93,112.82 

508.77 

13846 

2,384.16 

70,413.44 

3,052.11 

14,277.22 

2,184.92 

3,322.07 

20,730.71 

5,845.90 

683.09 

368.97 

12,448.51 

136,358.03 

142.48 

431.99 

55.00 

10,273.13 

108.00 

13.44 

276.00 

11,300.04 

. 

127.60 

5.00 

!!!!!! 

360.91 

43.76i 

55.63 

56.20 

25.00 

3.46 

677.56 

225  44 

833.98 

5,486.79 

252.02 

****** 

3,074.33 

3,339.80 

264.85 

333.03 

837.79 

803.11 

20.85 

2.54 

112.86 

12,247.79 

4,382.00 

9,346.02 

57.73 

****** 

133.83 

1,774.52 

541.02 

2,127.33 

21,702.25 

n.50 

154.98 

****** 

IO4.75 

7.73 

81.80 

36.70 

397.46 

40.00 

. 

35.50 

359.27 

62.96 

497.73 

6.00 

*2742 

1,074.95 

5,974.60 

4?i:65 

1***1* 

11,984.40 

730.61 

1,409.89 

2,030.97 

io.20 

111.47 

8,187.89 

32,019.95 

16.00 

33.15 

1.00 

48.18 

12.00 

***** 

44.53 

16.02 

"10I60 

24.90 

4.00 

24.41 

28.71 

2.65 

265.55 

AO  .00 

783.00 

1,861.01 

****** 

560.00 

153.40 

100.00 

150.00 

I6,642!l8 

10.00 

12.00 

20,311.59 

=  Supplies. 

48.63 

*8844 

1,408.27 

131.64 

80.49 

24.56 

614.52 

.50 

35,938.69 

3 

B,853«12 

369.78 

10.50 

77,569.24 

73.11 

55.05 

1,573.60 

113,555.98 

4,790.39 

****** 

""" 

4,537.09 

20,124.43 

2,176.84 

109,797.48 

2,002.56 

28,022.16 

577.05 

****** 

184.55 

3,063.37 

270,409.23 

720.76 

30.51 

296.25 

37.167.47 

48,869,48 

2,316.73 

29,99942 

4,207.09 

18,024.85 

3,834.21 

209.48 

141.06 

10,811.87 

176,753.51 

11,670.59 

32,666.39 

109,610.06 

202,272.29 

565,801.28 

77,43145 

188,035.70 

239,562.57 

55,072.60 

118. 244.38 

78,530.69 

. 

14,901.48 

1,693,799.38 

. * 

19,990.04 

19,990.04 

458.25 

134.65 

169.35 

571.05 

2,193.08 

191.76 

3  130*90 

368.00 

5  110.40 

1,499*03 

889.90 

151.50 

3.15 

31.05 

295.53 

10,087.20 

353.53 

455.65 

258.81 

785*1 

22,906.39 

105,489.01 

4,466.16 

45,334*91 

8,769.00 

13,388.37 

175.53 

805.63 

2,213.65 

294,382.39 

35,262.31 

115,393.08 

42,90746 

157,749^56 

27,133.23 

9*646.79 

4,047.87 

2,697.85 

67,637.52 

1,430.57 

21,853.07 

485,764.21 

. 

$16,195.65 

$34,109.27 

$110,814.13 

$785.0: 

2 

$41,264.72 

$347,687.51 

$1,192,469.20 

$146,601.53 

$157,749.56 

$395,676.61 

$104,886.82 

$431,571.15 

$114,367.52 

$318,670.69 

$81,176.95 

$16,642.18 

$3- 

8,853.12 

$6,497.70 

$101,467.48 

$3,657,486.81 

CAPITAL  ACCOUNT 

Service 

1982 

S.W.  5/55-56 

Totals 

Aerial 

Purchase  of 

Photography 

Land  From 

and  Forest 

Hudson's  Bay 

Inventory 

Company 

Surveys . 

$ . 

$16,229, 

,80 

Buildings  and  Sites . 

$15,692.00 

$15,692, 

,00 

Total:  Capital  Account, 


416,229.80 


$15,692.00 


$31,921, 


ACCOUNTS  ADMINISTRATION 
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Statement  F 


STATEMENT  OF  RECEIPTS  BY  BRANCHES 


From  April  1,  1953  to  March  31,  1956 


Fiscal  Year  Ending 

March  31/53  March  31/54  March  31/55  March  31/56 

$  $  $  $ 


INCOME  ACCOUNT 


Fisheries  Branch 
Game  Branch 
Lands  and  Grazing 
Branch 

Timber  Branch 
Unearned  Increment 
Tax 

School  Lands 
East  Slope 

Surface  Rights 
Miscellaneous 


98,  183.  39 
371, 949. 93 

663, 717. 82 
2,  993,472.  52 

311. 05 
529, 085. 22 

467, 939. 53 
126, 843. 19 


CAPITAL  ACCOUNT 

Land  Sales  Principal 
Seed  Grain  Principal 
Clearing  and  Breaking 

Projects,  Crop  Share 
Reimbursement  from 

Dominion  Government 
re:  Forest  Inventory 
Transferred  to  other 
Departments 
School  Land 

Trust  Fund 

Timber  Deposits  Trust 
Homesteader’s 

Compensation  Trust 
East  Slope  Road 
Tolls  Trust 
Parks  Board  Trust 
Mi  scellaneous 

General  Trust 

Unapplied  Receipts 

Carried  Forward 


109,  925.  93 
335,  309.  28 

526, 377.95 
2, 746, 697.74 

64.  05 
384, 115. 37 

353,  579.  52 
254, 231. 06 


89, 631. 29 
187. 50 

154,789.63 

146.41 

41, 974. 73 

41, 184. 39 

132,  974.  92 

95,  770.  62 

3,  183. 91 

1, 097. 50 

366, 000. 98 

340,  079.  10 
362, 172. 82 

2, 864. 00 

1, 235. 31 

1,  290.  64 
17, 854. 55 

4,  808.79 
16, 445. 32 

356,400.  88 

398, 000. 00 

124, 930. 16 
335,433.  89 

134, 637. 77 
494, 215. 37 

513,  378.25 
071, 300. 53 

615,  969.  01 
3,403,  358.  19 

408,442.41 

366, 541. 36 

496, 059.42 
197, 133. 94 

614, 989. 56 
234,411.77 

201, 357. 37 

170, 966. 68 

38,  725.  55 

25, 698. 74 

72, 323. 06 

23,  092.22 

2, 079. 72 

2,  694.  37 

361, 813. 38 
354,442.70 

324,487.76 
296,  930.  88 

4, 113. 80 

7,  528.40 

2, 589. 52 
13, 842. 23 

3, 502. 88 
15, 673. 90 

1, 395. 00 

10,  364.  33 

320, 253. 88 

286, 797. 67 

Total  $6,262,237.36  6,127,659.48  6,519,614.81  7,031,860.86 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  LANDS  AND  FORESTS 


Statement  G 


STATEMENT  OF  DISBURSEMENTS  BY  BRANCHES 


From  April  1,  1952  to  March  31,  1956 


Fiscal  Year  Ending 

March  31/53 

March  31/54 

March  31/55 

March  31/56 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

INCOME 

1901 

Minister's  Office — 

9,214.65 

14, 812. 56 

13,  349.44 

16, 195. 65 

1902 

Deputy  Minister's 

Office 

26, 995.43 

23, 512. 21 

27, 748. 54 

34, 109.27 

1903 

Accounts  Division _ 

96, 323. 84 

110, 844. 53 

104, 339. 35 

110, 814. 13 

1904 

Advisory  Board _ 

688. 65 

933. 13 

900.75 

785.02 

1905 

Destruction  of  Pests 

84,  390.  94 

321, 746. 03 

134, 614. 51 

41,264.72 

1906 

Eastern  Rockies 

Conservation 

240,715.73 

261,430.22 

314, 820.04 

347, 687. 51 

1907 

Fisheries  Division— 

156, 892. 88 

172, 586.63 

172, 212. 84 

* 

1909 

Forest  Protection  & 

Timber  Operation _ 

642, 686. 46 

807, 312. 07 

1,064, 926.68 

1,  192,469.20 

1910 

Forest  Survey 

Division 

55,511.74 

90, 396. 64 

117,791.85 

146, 601. 53 

1911 

Forest  and 

Prairie  Fires _ 

66, 120. 05 

186, 354.00 

68,  835.  99 

157,749.56 

1912 

Game  Division _ 

176, 382.27 

174, 194.41 

175, 914. 52 

395, 676. 61 

1913 

Eastern  Rockies 

Forest  Conservation 

Board 

63, 349. 37 

62, Oil. 11 

63,734.22 

104, 886. 82 

1914 

Lands  Division - 

244, 509. 90 

257, 614.  84 

306, 964. 93 

431, 571.15 

1916 

Radio 

Communication _ 

84,414.01 

121,797.41 

122, 692. 15 

114,367.52 

1917 

Surveys  Division _ 

340,  549.73 

312,274.48 

397, 213.79 

318,  670.69 

1918 

Registration  Division 

63, 995. 68 

67,077.75 

78,785.60 

81,176.95 

1919 

Postage 

12, 501. 85 

12,  636.27 

15, 121.72 

16, 642. 18 

1920 

Printing,  Stationery 

&  Office  Supplies _ 

32,227.  84 

42,439.49 

38, 916.01 

38, 853. 12 

1921 

Forestry  Training 

School 

10,717.05 

7, 641.83 

6,  926.  96 

6,497.70 

1922 

Provincial  Parks - 

102,  028.62 

91,433.76 

91, 117. 39 

101,467.48 

SW  43-63/51-52 

SW 

2-25/52-53  Cost  of 

Survey  of  Depart¬ 

ment  by  Stevenson 

8,  297.  96 

Kellogg  Ltd.  - . 

SW 

5-57/54-55  Amount 

required  to  pay  claims 

of  the  Department  of 

Citizenship  and 

Immigration  (Canada) 

•  - 

— 

1,  907.  00 

Total  Income  Account  $2, 

518, 514. 65 

3, 139, 049. 37 

3,  318,  834.28 

3,657,486.  81 

CAPITAL 


1980  Land  Settlement 

Clearing  &  Breaking  188,  513.  59  13,482.61 

1982  Aerial  Photography 

&  Forest  Inventory  306,  320.46  257,225.  96 

SW  11/53/54  Purchase  of 
Hudson's  Bay  Co. 

Lands  situated  with¬ 
in  the  Province  -  118,327.  80 

SW  5/55-56  Purchase  of 
4,  514. 92  acres  of 
land  from  the 

Hudson's  Bay  Co.  -  - 

SW  74/55-56  Aerial  Photo¬ 
graphy  and  Forests 

Inventory  -  - 


40,936.68 


15, 692. 00 
16, 229. 80 


Total  Capital  Account  $494,834.05  $  389,036.  37  $40,  936.68  $31,921.80 


Included  in  Vote  1912 
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Statement  H 


ALBERTA  SCHOOL  LAND  TRUST  FUND 

Balance  Sheet  -  March  31,  1956 

As  at  March  31,  1956,  the  fund  amounted  to  $15,  868,  235.  84  made  up  as  follows: 

Cash _ _$  220,072.  91 

Accounts  Receivable,  collections  not  remitted _  90,432.89 

Investments:  School  districts'  and  school 

divisions'  debentures _  13,  804,  826.  17 

Unpaid  principal  on  school  land  sales: 

(a)  Not  due _  $  1,  528,  121.62 

(b)  Due  or  in  arrears _  218,643.69 

1,  746,765.  31 

Sundry  6,138.56 

$  15,  868,  235.  84 


ALBERTA  SCHOOL  LAND  SALES  - 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT 

Statement  I 

From  April  1,  1955  to  March  31,  1956 

Arrears  Tnfprpst  as  at  March  31,  1955 

$  43,899.77 

Tntprpst  Eharges 

$  67,467.98 

Interest  Revenue 

$ 

61, 811.66 

2,  171. 15 

Interest  Written  Off  (Cancelled  Sales) 

$ 

Arr»aT9  r»f  Int aQ  at  ^1  j  l  QSA 

$  47,384.94 

$  111, 367.75 

$  111, 367.75 
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Registration  Division 

REPORT  OF  THE  REGISTRAR. 
C.  B.  Kenway 


For  the  past  several  years  there  has  been  a  gradual  upward  trend 
for  incoming  and  outgoing  mail,  and  although  it  continues,  the  increase 
in  incoming  mail  amounted  to  only  2%  over  the  previous  year.  Repre¬ 
sentative  entries  in  the  township  registers  show  a  downward  trend  of 
about  2%.  A  perusal  of  various  statistics  throughout  this  report  would 
indicate,  that  generally  there  is  a  levelling  off,  or  a  plateau  has  been 
reached,  in  the  number  of  leases,  licenses,  etc.,  now  in  force.  There 
are  certain  exceptions,  such  as  rights  of  entry,  grazing  permits,  etc., 
which  show  marked  increases. 

However,  the  amount  of  paper  and  other  work  involved  seems  to  be 
out  of  all  proportion  to  the  mail,  and  leases  and  licenses  in  force.  Al¬ 
though  the  division  is  operating  more  efficiently  and  records  and  files 
are  in  better  shape  than  at  any  time  in  the  past,  the  demand  on  the  record 
and  filing  sections  has  increased  considerably.  The  demand  on  these 
two  sections  can  be  attributed  to  a  number  of  factors,  such  as  increases 
in  staff  in  other  branches,  small  quotas  on  crop  shares,  delayed  pay¬ 
ment  of  accounts,  disregard  of  diarizedfiles,  assessment  and  tax  notices 
on  cultivation  leases,  homestead  loans,  etc. 

Changing  of  the  municipal  district  boundaries  by  the  Co- Terminus 
Boundary  Commission  created  additional  work  in  the  way  of  standings, 
checking  areas  and  providing  names  of  lessees  for  the  municipal  offices. 
Most  of  these  requests  were  for  taxing  purposes  in  connection  with  cul¬ 
tivation  leases.  The  resultant  assessment  and  tax  notices,  and  receipts, 
created  new  work  in  the  filing  section. 

During  the  year,  approximately  14  townships  of  land  and  their  re¬ 
lated  files  were  transferred  from  the  Department  of  Municipal  Affairs 
to  this  department.  A  considerable  amount  of  checking,  rechecking, 
plotting  and  recording  is  involved  in  such  transfers.  A  similar  amount 
of  work,  of  a  different  nature,  is  required  when  lands  are  transferred 
to  that  department. 

Changes  in  regulations,  establishment  of  new  parks  and  townsites, 
resurveys  etc.  ,  all  contribute  to  the  setting  up  of  new  groups  of  records 
and  files.  Some  of  the  extra  work  already  noted,  and  changes  in  staff 
have  hampered  the  "change-over"  of  files,  but  this  work  is  now  nearing 
completion.  Separate  groups  of  files  were  set  up  for  easements,  licenses 
of  occupation,  sand  and  gravel,  in  addition  to  those  reported  in  past  re¬ 
ports. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-six  films  were  exposed  during  the  past 
year  in  comparison  with  346  exposed  the  previous  year.  A  greater  per¬ 
centage  of  the  microfilm  section's  time  during  the  past  year  has  been 
spent  on  filing  work  than  on  photographing.  Lack  of  storage  space  in 
this  building,  and  the  recalling  of  "dead"  files,  are  the  two  principal 
factors  for  the  reduced  number  of  films  exposed. 
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The  staff  is  to  be  commended  for  the  way  in  which  the  work  of  the 
department  has  been  accomplished  over  the  year,  and  my  sincere  appre¬ 
ciation  is  extended  to  each  and  everyone  for  his  or  her  contribution. 


SUMMARY  OF  INCOMING  AND  OUTGOING  MAIL  BY  NUMBER 
OF  PIECES  FOR  THE  PAST  FOUR  YEARS 


Year 

Incoming 

Outgoing 

Total 

1952-53 

104, 965 

174, 388 

279, 530 

1953-54 

107, 268 

189, 123 

296, 391 

1954-55 

112, 235 

193, 961 

307, 196 

1955-56 

114, 659 

208,  821 

323,480 

A  TWO  YEAR  COMPARISON  OF 

SOME  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL 

RECORD  ENTRIES 

Item 

1954-55 

1955-56 

Difference 

Assignments  registered 

362 

335 

-  27 

Notifications  for  patent 

553 

622 

69 

Timber  berth  and  special  timber 

permit  applications 

821 

559 

-262 

Accrued  area 

leases  entered 

45 

55 

10 

Accrued  area 

leases  cancelled 

51 

78 

27 

Homestead  leases  (civilian)  entered 

791 

783 

-  8 

Homestead  leases  (civilian)  cancelled 

673 

674 

1 

Homestead  leases  (veteran)  entered 

111 

91 

-  20 

Homestead  leases  (veteran)  cancelled 

88 

119 

31 

Licenses  of  occupation  entered 

42 

18 

-  24 

Licenses  of  occupation  cancelled 

19 

18 

-  1 

Miscellaneous 

i  leases  entered 

35 

55 

20 

Miscellaneous  leases  cancelled 

28 

25 

-  3 

Cultivation  leases  entered 

284 

82 

-202 

Cultivation  leases  cancelled 

46 

39 

-  7 

98 


DEPARTMENT  OF  LANDS  AND  FORESTS 


Continued  - 


Item 

1954-55 

1955-56 

Difference 

Public  land  sales  entered 

256 

176 

-  80 

Public  land  sales  cancelled 

12 

8 

-  4 

Road  allowance  leases  entered 

98 

120 

22 

Road  allowance  leases  cancelled 

47 

51 

4 

Grazing  leases  entered 

310 

271 

-  39 

Grazing  leases  cancelled 

69 

66 

-  3 

School  land  sales  entered 

167 

112 

-  55 

School  land  sales  cancelled 

19 

14 

-  5 

School  land  miscellaneous 
leases  entered 

5 

0 

-  5 

School  land  miscellaneous 
leases  cancelled 

8 

2 

-  6 

School  land  cultivation 
leases  entered 

47 

24 

-  23 

School  land  cultivation 

leases  cancelled 

49 

38 

-  11 

Right  of  entry  applications  entered 

800 

1,  116 

316 

Rights  of  entry  cancelled 

96 

176 

80 

Sand  and  gravel  leases  entered 

35 

34 

-  1 

Sand  and  gravel  leases  cancelled 

6 

11 

5 

Miscellaneous  permits  entered 

790 

57  7 

-213 

Grazing  permits  entered 

1, 283 

1,  840 

557 

Cultivation  permits  entered 

56 

59 

3 

Sand  and  gravel  permits  entered 

27 

36 

9 

School  lands  grazing  permits  entered 

1, 529 

1,  176 

-353 

School  lands  cultivation  permits 
entered 

33 

26 

-  7 

9,691 

9,  486 

-205 

PROVINCIAL  PARKS 
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Provincial  Parks  Administration 

REPORT  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  PARKS  BOARD 
V.  A.  Wood ,  Chairman 

T.  W.  DALKIN.  Board  Member 


As  for  the  past  three  years  there  was  again  increased  patronage  at 
the  provincial  parks.  More  and  more  Alberta  residents  and  tourists  are 
enjoying  the  facilities  available  at  the  provincial  parks.  Better  weather 
conditions  existed  than  for  the  previous  several  seasons  and  this  along 
with  increased  facilities  and  better  access  roadways,  provided  mostly 
by  the  municipalities,  were  probably  the  major  factors  accounting  for 
the  greater  patronage. 

The  Provincial  Parks  Board  policy  of  encouraging  voluntary  labor 
wherever  possible  at  the  parks  was  continued,  especially  with  newer 
parks.  This  policy  continues  to  give  desirable  results. 

Theyear  1955  was  Alberta's  Golden  Jubilee  year  and  several  com¬ 
munities  requestedthe  establishment  of  provincial  parks  to  commemor¬ 
ate  the  occasion.  In  all  cases  investigations  were  carried  out  and  con¬ 
sideration  was  given,  to  the  requests  for  new  parks  based  on  the  neces¬ 
sity,  desirability  and  the  geographic  location  in  relation  to  other  parks. 

Orders-in-Council  were  passed  establishing  four  new  provincial 
parks,  namely  Cross  Lake,  Lac  Cardinal,  Steveville  Dinosaur  and  the 
Wabamun  Lake  Provincial  Park.  The  Steveville  Dinosaur  Park  and  the 
Wabamun  Lake  Park  will  both  be  major  parks  requiring  a  considerable 
amount  of  development.  Plans  for  the  development  of  all  four  of  these 
parks  are  now  being  prepared.  Additional  areas  were  added  to  the  Aspen 
Beach,  Crimson  Lake,  Cypress  Hills  and  Vermilion  River  Parks. 

For  construction  work  and  general  maintenance  fifteen  of  the  parks 
employed  full  time  caretakers  for  the  summer  season  and  the  remaining 
parks  employed  casual  help. 

Negotiations  were  started  at  three  historical  sites  to  acquire  title 
although  no  actual  purchases  have  been  made. 

The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  main  developments  and 
activities  carried  on  at  the  provincial  parks  during  the  fiscal  year.  The 
accompanying  chart  shows  facilities  at  the  different  parks. 

Aspen  Beach  Park  -  Due  to  the  popularity  of  this  park  it  was  found 
necessary  to  increase  the  area  of  the  park  by  purchasing  an  additional 
parcel  containing  11. 85  acres  on  the  west  end  of  Aspen  Beach.  Two  new 
picnic  shelters  were  constructed  by  the  Bentley  and  Rimbey  Elks  Clubs 
with  materials  supplied  by  the  Board.  One  quarter  of  a  mile  of  access 
road  was  constructed  to  the  new  area.  Picnic  tables,  bathhouses  and 
toilet  facilities  were  constructed  and  playground  equipment  was  installed. 

Beauvais  Lake  Park  -  Considerable  clearing  was  done  at  this  park 
to  improve  picnic  and  camping  facilities,  also  a  floating  wharf  for  boat¬ 
ing  was  constructed. 
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Crimson  Lake  Park  -  This  location  is  fast  becoming  a  favorite  spot 
especially  for  summer  cottages,  for  many  people  of  central  Alberta.  An 
addition  to  the  subdivision  was  surveyed  and  an  extension  to  the  roadway 
was  constructed.  Cottage  lots  now  extend  for  over  one -half  a  mile  along 
the  south  and  west  lakeshore.  Picnic  and  playground  facilities  were  in¬ 
creased  and  the  swimming  beach  was  extended  an  additional  20  yards. 

Cypress  Hills  Park  -  An  extensive  road  program  was  undertaken. 
Eight  miles  of  new  roads  were  constructed  to  replace  trails,  and  seven¬ 
teen  miles  of  fireguards  were  reconditioned.  Other  projects  completed 
were:  clean-up  of  waterfront  areas,  moving  playground  equipment  to  a 
more  suitable  site,  completion  of  equipment  yard  and  camp  grounds.  A 
start  was  made  on  levelling  an  area  for  a  sports  centre  and  construction 
of  a  new  Assistant  Warden's  residence. 

Elkwater  Lake  which  is  the  focal  point  for  recreation  within  the  park 
was  becoming  badly  overgrown  with  water  weeds  and  an  underwater  weed 
cutter  was  obtained  and  used  successfully.  The  projects  undertaken  kept 
the  park  staff  busy  long  after  the  summer  season  was  over. 

Dilberry  Lake  Park  -  New  playground  equipment  was  installed. 
Rainbow  trout  were  planted  in  the  lake  by  the  Fisheries  Branch  and  the 
enjoyment  of  angling  for  these  fish  is  looked  forward  to  by  the  residents 
of  the  district. 

Garner  Lake  Park  -  Fencing  of  the  park  was  completed  along  with 
gravelling  the  main  road  and  parking  areas. 

Gooseberry  Lake  Park  -  The  residents  of  this  area  are  utilizing  the 
park  to  a  greater  extent  than  in  the  past  several  years.  It  was  found 
necessary  to  construct  a  pier  for  boaters  and  a  diving  raft  for  the  swim¬ 
mers.  Picnic  facilities  were  increased  with  the  construction  of  additional 
tables . 

Kinbrook  Island  Park  -  The  major  undertaking,  aside  from  general 
maintenance,  was  the  construction  of  a  new  bathhouse  for  the  main  beach. 
Roads  were  maintained  and  considerable  weed  spraying  was  undertaken 
and  an  additional  200  trees  were  planted  to  provide  future  shade  and  pro¬ 
tection.  Considerable  building  activity  is  taking  place  in  the  subdivision 
with  attrative  cottages  being  erected. 

Little  Bow  Park  -  Picnic  facilities  were  supplied  with  the  completion 
of  a  picnic  shelter,  construction  of  picnic  tables,  and  the  installation  of 
picnic  stoves.  To  provide  a  sanitary  water  supply  a  well  was  dug  and 
fitted  with  a  pump.  Nearly  2,  000  trees  were  planted  by  the  Champion 
Lions  Club.  These  trees  are  of  varieties  and  species  that  will  provide 
shade  and  protection  within  the  park.  A  sprinkler  system  was  purchased 
for  irrigation  and  a  mower  to  keep  the  grass  cut.  Sanitary  facilities  were 
supplied  and  installed  along  with  a  new  pier  for  the  boaters  on  Travers' 
Reservoir . 

Ma-Me-O  Beach  Park  -  Although  small  in  area  it  does  not  lack  for 
patronage.  General  maintenance  and  clean-up  are  the  main  concerns  of 
the  park  and  these  were  provided  throughout  the  season. 
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Park  Lake  Park  -  General  maintenance  and  the  irrigation  of  the 
grass  and  trees  keeps  a  caretaker  fully  employed  during  the  summer 
months.  The  stoves  in  the  picnic  shelters  were  changed  from  brick  and 
cement  to  steel.  The  two  bathhouses  were  re -roofed  and  the  playground 
equipment  was  overhauled. 

Pembina  River  Park  -  High  water  in  the  Pembina  River  in  the  spring 
washed  out  a  small  section  of  the  roadway  joining  the  two  picnic  areas. 
This  was  repaired  and  the  roadways  were  gravelled.  Additional  stoves 
and  tables  were  supplied  to  increase  picnic  facilities.  Parking  barriers 
were  erected  to  prevent  cars  driving  into  the  children's  play  area. 

Red  Lodge  Park  -  Because  of  the  great  increase  in  patronage,  the 
present  facilities,  which  are  being  steadily  improved,  were  utilized  to 
the  fullest  extent.  Many  group  and  organization  picnics  are  held  at  this 
park  and  a  new  oversized  picnic  shelter  was  erected  to  accommodate 
these  people.  Additional  stoves,  tables,  playground  equipment  and  san¬ 
itary  facilities  were  supplied  to  the  park. 

Rochon  Sands  Park  -  The  park  is  situated  back  from  the  beach  and 
a  transfer  of  several  lots  within  the  townsite  was  effected  to  obtain  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  waterfront.  With  the  extension  of  the  park  to  include  the 
beach,  it  was  found  necessary  to  construct  two  bathhouses  and  additional 
toilet  facilities .  More  picnic  tables  were  supplied  and  general  mainten¬ 
ance  was  carried  out. 

Saskatoon  Island  Park  -  A  bandshell  was  erected  with  funds  made 
available  by  the  Board  and  from  the  district  Golden  Jubilee  fund.  A  new 
merry-go-round  was  supplied  and  erected  in  the  playground  area. 

Sylvan  Lake  Park  -  Expenditures  were  restricted  to  1,200  cubic 
yards  of  clay  and  600  cubic  yards  of  gravel  fill  being  supplied  for  the 
park,  which  is  low  lying. 

Taber  Park  -  Anew  softball  diamond  was  bulldozed  out  of  the  brush, 
levelled  and  seeded  to  grass. 

Vermilion  River  Park  -  A  sanitary  water  supply  was  completed  by 
boxing  in  the  spring;  the  water  being  delivered  through  copper  pipe. 
Additional  tables  and  benches  were  supplied.  Approximately  1, 000  yards 
of  sand  were  spread  on  the  beach  area.  A  bandshell  was  constructed  with 
materials  supplied  by  the  Board  and  funds  made  available  from  the  Golden 
Jubilee  Fund.  A  water  ski  jump  was  constructed  with  materials  supplied 
by  the  Board.  Casual  labor  was  employed  to  clean-up  the  park  and  do 
considerable  under  brushing. 

Woolford  Park  -  General  maintenance,  clean-up  and  brush  work  and 
the  construction  of  a  new  backstop  for  the  baseball  diamond  were  the 
main  undertakings  at  this  park. 

Writing -on -Stone  Park  -  A  shelter  was  constructed  over  a  new  pic¬ 
nic  stove  and  work  was  undertaken  on  the  baseball  diamond. 
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Standing  of  Provincial  Parks  Leases  on  March  31st,  1956. 


Leases 

Applications 

Cancellations 

Beauvais  Lake  Park 

41 

3 

2 

Crimson  Lake  Park 

12 

71 

— 

Cypress  Hills  Park 

130 

22 

2 

Dilberry  Lake  Park 

10 

8 

— 

Gooseberry  Lake  Park 

6 

6 

— 

Kinbrook  Island  Park 

14 

32 

— 

Total 

213 

142 

4 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  revenue  and  expenditures  for  the 
fiscal  year : 


1. 

Amount  appropriated  for  provincial  park 
purposes 

$  87,  000.  00 

2. 

Revenue  received  from  each  park: 

Beauvais  Lake 

329. 83 

Crimson  Lake 

409. 65 

Cypress  Hills 

14,  053.73 

Dilberry  Lake 

105.00 

Gooseberry  Lake 

25.  00 

Kinbrook  Island 

79.  50 

Park  Lake 

80.  00 

Red  Deer  River  Protected  Area 

47.  14 

Saskatoon  Island 

279.75 

Vermilion 

121. 80 

W r  iting  -  On  -  Stone 

142. 50 

Total 

$  15,  673.  90 

3. 

Expenditures  for  each  park: 

Aspen  Beach 

$  8,957.09 

Beauvais  Lake 

1,  908.71 

Crimson  Lake 

2,  548.  31 

Cross  Lake 

2.40 

Cypress  Hills 

24,  248.  22 

Dilberry  Lake 

1,  875.  86 

Garner  Lake 

2, 000. 11 

Gooseberry  Lake 

610. 56 

Kinbrook  Island 

2,  290.  88 

Little  Bow 

2,  814.  19 

Ma-Me-O  Beach 

604. 36 

Park  Lake 

3,  298.  16 

Pembina  River 

4,  875.  24 

Red  Lodge 

3,  612.  66 

Rochon  Sands 

1, 591. 65 

Saskatoon  Island 

1, 903.  33 

Sylvan  Lake 

3,  018.  55 

Taber 

1, 734.  38 

Vermilion 

4,  990.32 

Wabamun  Lake 

2.40 

Woolford 

375. 67 

Writing -On-Stone 

515. 89 

Total  $73,  778.94 
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4.  General  Expenses  such  as  salaries,  office,  travelling, 

etc. 

Salaries 

$  14, 901.48 

Travelling  Expenses  and  General 

12,  787. 06 

Total 

$27,  688.  54 

5.  Expenditures  from  Parks  Board  Trust 


Aspen  Beach 

Beauvais  Lake 

Crimson  Lake 

Cypress  Hills 

Little  Bow 

Park  Lake 

Saskatoon  Island 

Vermilion 

Wabamun  Lake 

$  91.72 

23.  52 
301. 72 
3,  715.  64 
1,  013.  50 
1,  179.45 
1, 206. 00 
1, 059.40 
11,  522.  50 

Total 

$20,  113.45 

PERSONNEL 
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Of  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests 
by  Branches 


1.  MINISTER'S  OFFICE  4a. 

1  Minister 
1  Secretary 
~2 

2.  DEPUTY  MINISTER'S  OFFICE 

1  Deputy  Minister 
1  Departmental  Solicitor 
1  Secretary 

1  Stationery  and  Equipment 
Clerk 

1  Personnel  Officer 
1  Personnel  Clerk 

1  Stenographer 

2  Clerk-Typists 

T 

3.  PUBLIC  LANDS 

1  Director  of  Lands 
1  Asst.  Director  of  Lands 
1  Supervisor  Grazing  Appraisal 
1  Grazing  Appraiser 
1  Supervisor  Land  Classification 
1  Field  Supervisor 

4  District  Supervisors 
8  Soil  Investigators 

6  Supervisors  (Office) 

16  Correspondence  Clerks 

1  Counter  Clerk 

2  Clerks 
27  Stenographers 

7  Clerk-Typists 
1  Sub-Agent,  Peace  River 
1  Sub-Agent,  Grande  Prairie 

79 

4.  FORESTS  AND  WILDLIFE 
DIVISION 

1  Director  of  Forestry 
1  Asst.  Director  of  Forestry  and 
Superintendent  of  Management 
1  Asst.  Superintendent  of 
Management 

1  Forester  i/c  Training  School 
1  Chief  Clerk 

1  Timber  Administrative  Officer 
1  Clerk-Accountant 

5  Correspondence  Clerks 

5  Clerks 

1  Secretarial  Clerk 
1  Clerk-Stenographer 

6  Stenographers 
1  Clerk-Typist 
4  Timber  Auditors 

30 


Forest  Protection  Branch 

1  Superintendent  of  Protection 

1  Asst.  Superintendent  of 
Protection 

6  Forest  Superintendents 
10  Asst.  Forest  Superintendents 

2  Timber  Inspectors 
10  Forest  Officers  III 
67  Forest  Officers  II 
21  Forest  Officers  I 

6  Radio  Operators 

14  Lookout  Men  -  classified 
and  year  round 

41  Lookout  Men  -  seasonal 
9  Stenographers 

7  Forest  Clerks 

195 

4b.  Forest  Surveys  Branch 

1  Superintendent 
1  Asst.  Superintendent  of 
Inventory 

1  Asst.  Superintendent  of 
Planning 
6  Foresters 

1  Photogrammetry  and 
Compilation  Supervisor 

6  Photogrammetrists 

5  Draughtsmen  and  Compilers 

2  Draughtsmen 

1  Photo  Librarian 
1  Stenographer 
1  Clerk-Typist 

26 

4c.  Radio  Communications  Branch 

1  Radio  Superintendent 

1  Asst.  Radio  Superintendent 

2  Chief  Radio  Operators 

6  Radio  Technicians 

3  Radio  Operators 
2  Stenographers 

15 

4d.  Fish  and  Game  Branch 

1  Superintendent  of  Game 
1  Superintendent  of  Fisheries 
6  Biologists 
1  Chief  Clerk 

1  Hatchery  Supt.  (Fisheries) 

1  Hatchery  Supt.  (Game) 

1  Asst.  Hatchery  Supt.  (Fisheries) 

1  Asst.  Hatchery  Supt.  (Game) 

5  Hatchery  Assistants 

36  Fish  and  Game  Officers 

2  Clerks 

9  Stenographers 
65 
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5.  EASTERN  ROCKIES 
FOREST  RESERVES 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFFICE,  CALGARY 

1  Administrative  Officer 
1  Forester 
1  Forest  Engineer 
1  Maintenance  Foreman 
(Construction) 

1  Maintenance  Foreman 
(Mechanical) 

1  Road  Foreman 

2  Gradermen 

1  Garage  Mechanic 
1  Warehouseman 
1  Office  Supervisor 
1  Stenographer 

12 

5a.  Crowsnest  Forest  Reserve 

1  Forest  Superintendent 
1  Asst.  Forest  Superintendent 
1  Headquarters  Ranger 

4  Forest  Officers  II 

5  Forest  Officers  I 

1  Mechanic  Operator 

5  Lookout  Men  -  Classified  - 
Seasonal 

1  Forest  Clerk 
1  Stenographer 

20 

5b.  Bow  River  Forest  Reserve 

1  Forest  Superintendent 
1  Asst.  Forest  Superintendent 
1  Headquarters  Ranger 

6  Forest  Officers  II 
11  Forest  Officers  I 

1  Mechanic  Operator 

7  Lookout  Men  -  Classified  - 
Seasonal 

1  Forest  Clerk 
1  Stenographer 
1  Clerk-Typist 
31 

5c.  Clearwater  Forest  Reserve 

1  Forest  Superintendent 
1  Asst.  Forest  Superintendent 
1  Headquarters  Ranger 

3  Forest  Officers  II 
6  Forest  Officers  I 

1  Mechanic  Operator 

4  Lookout  Men  -  Classified  - 
Seasonal 

1  Forest  Clerk 
1  Stenographer 
1  Clerk-Typist 


6.  TECHNICAL 

1  Director  Technical  Division 

1  Assistant  Director 

2  Surveyors 

1  Senior  Photogrammetrist 

3  Photogrammetrists 

1  Engineer 

2  Assistant  Surveyors 

1  Senior  Draughtsman 

4  Technical  Assistants 
10  Dr  aught  s  m  en 

2  Draughtsmen-Computer  s 

1  Inspector  and  Investigator 

1  Photo  Processor 

2  Asst.  Photo  Processors 
1  Photostat  Operator 

1  Ozalid  Machine  Operator 

2  Map  Mounters  and  Junior 
Photostat  Operators 

3  Clerk-Typists 

4  Stenographers 
1  Librarian 

44 

7.  ACCOUNTS 

1  Administrative  Accountant 

1  Asst.  Administrative 
Accountant 

4  Supervisors 
27  Clerks 

2  Cashiers 

6  Bookkeeping  Machine  Operators 
2  Stenographers 
8  Clerk-Typists 

51 

8.  PROVINCIAL  PARKS  BOARD 
1  Superintendent  of  Parks 

1  Park  Planning  and 
Administrative  Officer 
1  Provincial  Parks  Warden  - 
Cypress  Hills 
1  Asst.  Park  Warden  - 
Cypress  Hills 

4 

9.  REGISTRATION 

1  Registrar 

2  Chief  Clerks 

2  Assistant  Chief  Clerks 
2  Recordak  Operators 
27  Clerks 
1  Stenographer 

35 


638  Total  for  Department 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 
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The  year  commencing  April  1st,  1955,  was  a  very  busy  one  for  this 
office.  Added  to  our  usual  duties  of  ordering  and  distributing  printed 
forms  and  stationery,  mimeographing,  etc.,  the  parcelling  and  dispatch¬ 
ing  of  all  Fish  and  Game  permits  and  licenses  was  done  through  this 
office  with  the  help  of  some  of  the  staff  from  the  Accounts  Branch.  This 
has  developed  into  quite  an  undertaking  as  there  are  approximately  800 
vendor  s  of  these  licenses  and  permits  in  the  province.  The  angling  per¬ 
mits  are  sent  out  the  beginning  of  April,  the  seals  for  big  game  in  July 
and  the  big  game  and  bird  game  licenses  in  August.  The  printing  is 
usually  delayed  to  the  last  possible  moment  waiting  for  changes  in  the 
regulations  which  have  to  be  approved  by  the  Federal  authorities,  and 
this  means  a  big  rush  to  get  the  licenses  in  the  hands  of  the  vendors  be¬ 
fore  the  season  opens.  The  licenses  and  permits  are  all  checked,  par¬ 
celled  and  forwarded  either  by  registered  mail  or  express,  together  with 
the  instructions  to  vendors  and  regulations  pamphlets. 

All  the  outside  offices  of  the  Department  are  supplied  with  forms, 
stationery  and  small  office  equipment  from  this  office.  Hereunder  are 
listed  the  quantities  of  mail  and  express  forwarded  during  the  year: 


Express  Parcels 

512 

Registered  Mail 

2,  654 

Parcels  Mailed 

1,720 

Pamphlets 

1,  178 

Letters 

374 

Every  spring  a  complete  inventory  is  taken  of  all  forms  and  station¬ 
ery  on  hand.  This  is  then  checked  with  our  stock  book,  priced  and  typed 
for  the  Accounts  Branch  and  the  Audit.  At  March  31st,  1956,  the  stock 
on  hand  at  cost  price  amounted  to  $20,  883.  17. 

The  mimeograph  work  for  the  Department  has  more  than  tripled 
since  1952.  The  Forestry  Training  School  held  every  fall  at  Kananaskis 
has  accounted  for  a  portion  of  this.  All  lectures  are  mimeographed  and 
copies  given  to  each  of  the  men  attending  the  school  for  future  reference. 
Most  of  these  lectures  change  from  year  to  year  and  then  have  to  be  re¬ 
mimeographed. 

It  is  now  the  practice  to  issue  instructions  to  personnel  starting  in 
new  positions,  such  as  radio  operators,  lookout  men,  lands  inspectors 
and  forest  rangers .  These  instructions  range  from  twenty  to  forty  pages 
of  mimeograph  work.  Other  items  are  the  bulletins  issued  by  the  Forest 
Surveys  Branch  on  Forest  Management,  Fire  Suppression  and  other 
subjects. 

During  the  year  1,  106  stencils  were  cut  and  399,  887  copies  were 
run  off  on  the  mimeograph  machine.  In  the  year  ending  March  31st, 
1952,  602  stencils  were  cut  and  164,296  copies  were  run  off.  Our  aver¬ 
age  for  the  past  year  was  92  stencils  a  month,  or  over  4  a  day.  The 
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mimeograph  machine  turned  out  an  average  of  33,  300  sheets  a  month,  or 
over  1,  500  a  day. 

Since  1953  the  annual  report  for  the  Department  has  been  typed  on 
the  I.  B.  M.  Executive  typewriter.  Each  sheet  is  done  to  scale  and  re¬ 
typed  in  order  to  have  a  straight  right-hand  margin.  This  is  approxi¬ 
mately  a  full  month's  work  for  the  typist,  and  as  you  can  see  from  the 
finished  product  it  is  an  excellent  job.  The  sheets  are  photographed, 
run  off  and  bound  in  the  usual  manner.  The  cost  of  the  report  was  so 
reduced  by  this  method  that  the  price  of  the  typewriter  was  saved  in  less 
thantwoyears.  Whenever  possible  our  forms  are  set  up  in  this  manner, 
thus  eliminating  type-setting,  the  most  expensive  item  of  printing. 

Last  year  we  purchased  a  small  combination  punching  and  binding 
machine.  This  is  an  excellent  method  for  binding  small  reports,  etc. 
The  list  of  timber  operators  in  the  province  is  now  being  bound  in  this 
way  and  looks  more  finished  than  formerly. 

The  staff  in  the  office  is  most  efficient  and  it  is  only  through  their 
co-operation  that  we  are  able  to  accomplish  all  the  diverse  duties  that 
a  branch  of  this  nature  covers. 


